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From: Beth Evans <info@beecological.co.uk>

Sent: 21 March 2024 14:53

To: Evans, Christopher (Property Services); Andrew Laird

Cc: Darren Payne; Ferreira, Marlene

Subject: Re: P/23/0269 - Thomastown House [NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED]

Attachments: LB446_D01a.pdf; LB446_R01.pdf

***WARNING THIS IS AN EXTERNAL EMAIL***
***External attachment warning, although this email has been scanned for threats, 
please take extra care before opening attachments from unrecognised senders.***

Hi All,

Here are the documents that I have referred to/used in my report in Appendix E and F.I have copied Andrew 
in just to make sure these are the most up to date documents and there have been no further changes since I 
used them.

Thank you,
Beth

On Thu, Mar 21, 2024 at 2:45 PM Beth Evans <info@beecological.co.uk> wrote:
Hi Chris/Mel,

I've tried to give Matt a call to see what he has but I couldn't get through. Is there a typo in the second part 
of the email, as version c of the report is on the planning portal with the LMP.

I'm assuming that he means we need to submit both documents separately as when they condense for a 
report, the small print is hard to see. I will forward both documents in my next email.

Thank you,
Beth

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Evans, Christopher (Property Services) <Christopher.Evans3@merthyr.gov.uk>
Date: Thu, Mar 21, 2024 at 2:05 PM
Subject: RE: P/23/0269 - Thomastown House [NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED]
To: Darren Payne <darren.payne@cfw-architects.co.uk>, info@beecological.co.uk
<info@beecological.co.uk>
Cc: Ferreira, Marlene <Marlene.Ferreira@merthyr.gov.uk>

Darren, Beth,

Please help…
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Christopher Evans

Uwch Syrfëwr Meintiau / Rheolwr Prosiect

Senior Quantity Surveyor / Project Manager

07542 029545

07434577005

https://intranet.mtcbc.local/do-it-online/online-forms/project-request-for-property-services-work/

From: Ferreira, Marlene <Marlene.Ferreira@merthyr.gov.uk> 
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 10:07 AM
To: Darren Payne <darren.payne@cfw-architects.co.uk>; Evans, Christopher (Property Services) 
<Christopher.Evans3@merthyr.gov.uk>
Subject: P/23/0269 - Thomastown House [NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED]

Classification: NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED

Good morning both, 

Attached above is the latest information I received, which was sent to the Council’s Ecologist, Matt. 

Matt has noted that the Ecological Assessment refers to info in Appendix E and Appendix F which relates 
to illegible plans or information which has not been submitted. 

Appendix F – Detailed Soft Landscaping Plans is illegible (zooming in does not allow you to read the 
information). Please re-submit a separate copy.
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Appendix E – Landscape Management Plan. This information has not been included in the report and 
needs to be submitted. 

I’ll await the additional information. 

Kind regards 

Mel 

Croesawn ohebu yn Gymraeg a fydd hyn ddim yn arwain at oedi.

Mae'r e-bost hwn ac unrhyw ffeiliau a drosglwyddir gydag ef yn gyfrinachol ac wedi'u bwriadu ar gyfer pwy bynnag y cyfeirir ef ato neu atynt. 
Mae cynnwys yr e-bost hwn cynrychioli barn y sawl a enwir uchod, felly nid ydyw'n dilyn ei fod yn cynrychioli barn Cyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol 
Merthyr Tudful.

Darllenwch ein hysbysiadau preifatrwydd i ddarganfod mwy am sut rydym yn defnyddio eich gwybodaeth bersonol.

Cyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol Merthyr Tudful
Canolfan Dinesig
Stryd Y Castell
Merthyr Tudful
CF47 8AN

Teleffon: 01685 725000

We welcome correspondence in Welsh and this will not lead to a delay.

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are 
addressed. The contents of this e-mail represent the views of the individual(s) named above and do not necessarily represent the views of 
Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council.

Please read our privacy notices to find out more about how we use your personal information.

Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council
Civic Centre
Castle Street
Merthyr Tydfil
CF47 8AN

Telephone: 01685 725000

Righ
t-
click 
here 
to  
dow
nlo…

http://www.merthyr.gov.uk

--

Beth Evans BSc MSc

Director/Principal Ecologist
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BE ECOLOGICAL LTD

Righ
t-
click 
here 
to  
dow
nlo…

Tel: 07527 049 134 Email:info@beecological.co.uk

Company Registration Number: 10409300

VAT Number: 308749576

Suite 2 Rabart House, Pontsarn Road, Merthyr Tydfil, CF48 2SR

--

Beth Evans BSc MSc

Director/Principal Ecologist

BE ECOLOGICAL LTD

Righ
t-
click 
here 
to  
dow
nlo…

Tel: 07527 049 134 Email:info@beecological.co.uk

Company Registration Number: 10409300

VAT Number: 308749576

Suite 2 Rabart House, Pontsarn Road, Merthyr Tydfil, CF48 2SR
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NEW PLANTING

Handling and transportation of all plants shall be carried out in

accordance with Horticultural Trade Association’s ‘Plant Handling’

recommendation (1987).

All planting operations shall be carried out in accordance with

BS5326:1975; BS4043:1966, and BS4428:1968. Advanced nursery stock to

BS5236:1975.

New planting must be completed within the next planting season

following completion of the hard landscape works and alterations to

the existing building.

Areas of beds to be planted must be:

· Free of weeds, litter and other debris, which may affect plant

establishment and growth

· Well rotavated to a depth of 400mm to loosen soil, with the

application of fertile organic matter to aid in plant growth and

development

· Soaked before planting allowing water to sufficiently permeate

the soil.

It is important to maintain a weed-free area and adequate levels of

moisture especially in new planting beds. Before planting and

applying any weed suppressants:

· The ground must be levelled whilst clearing all weeds, debris and

rubbish;

· Dig over and rotavate soil breaking up any large clods of earth;

· Soak soil thoroughly prior to planting and after digging before

applying mulch or membrane;

· Membrane must be rolled out before planting and secured to

the ground using membrane staples;

· Position plants within bed, drawing around the pot base with

chalk;

· Cut out the circle of membrane leaving some bare earth around

the plant base;

· Apply mulch at a thickness of approximately 75mm (leave a

sufficient area of bare ground around the stems or trunk so

enough water can permeate the ground to the roots);

· Leave mulch 20-30mm below the level of adjacent hard surfaces

at edges of planting beds to prevent mulch spilling over during

watering.

PROPOSED TREES

· Contractor to ascertain the location of all sewers and services

prior to tree planting;

· No trees to be planted within 3 metres of sewers or services or

other easements recommended by the relevant statutory

undertaker without the use of tree root barriers. Use Green Blue

Urban Reroot 2000 (or similar approved) in the vicinity of

dwellings and Reroot Ribbed Barrier in the vicinity of paths/hard

surfaces and services (refer to tree pit details);

· All tree pits with root barriers are subject to engineer's approval;

· Plant tree in pits in line with the associated details;

· Where necessary increase tree pit dimensions to ensure that

tree pits are at least 75mm deeper and 150mm wider than the

rootball. Break up bottom of pits to a depth of 150mm.

Compacted glazed sides of pits should be roughened;

· Cut back any broken or damaged roots to sound growth;

· Plant trees upright, in the centre of the pit and at original soil

depth.

HEDGEROWS

· Plant hedging in trenches 450mm depth and large enough to

take the full spread of roots;

· Set out plants evenly as scheduled; planted in groups of 3-7 of

the same species;

· Backfill with excavated topsoil/shrub planting mix; and

· Prune back native hedging hard in the appropriate season in

year one (and outside of the bird nesting season September 1st

to February 28th).

RABBIT GUARDS

· Where specified, install rabbit guards supported by canes

around each transplant (to supplier specification);

· The contractor shall maintain rabbit spirals and canes in place

during the management and maintenance period; and

· Ilex aquifolium is to be protected by shrub shelters (staked and

tied to supplier specification).

SPECIFICATION NOTES - SOFT LANDSCAPING

SITE PREPARATION AND EARTHWORKS

All trees and shrubs shown to be removed shall be removed outside

the bird nesting season (ie. outside the period of beginning March to

end of August inclusive). All tree stumps of trees to be removed are

to be ground out, with the root stock entirely removed, and all

arisings removed from site.

SOIL AND MULCH

Soils should be certified to BS 3882:2015 (topsoil) and BS 8601:2013

(subsoil), but most importantly found via a soil scientists interpretive

report and soil resource plan to be fit for the specific landscape

function. Topsoil and subsoil will be of similar textural range and

'keyed in' at interface.

· Existing topsoil (if present and suitable) to be stripped and

stored on site in heaps not exceeding 2m in height and kept

weed free;

· Any compacted subsoil to be broken up to allow free drainage

and to enable topsoil to key into surface; and

· Any imported topsoil to be to BS3882, medium texture, neutral PH

value, reasonably stone free with no stones over 20mm in size.

Subsoil and topsoil shall be ‘site won’ or imported as required. A

detailed testing and analysis of the physical and chemical

properties of the proposed soil material to be used should be carried

out to assess its suitability for use within the soft landscaped areas.

Generally, all earthworks shall be executed in accordance with

BS4428 ‘General Landscape Operations’. Ground profiles to be left

with smoothly flowing contours, free from localised depressions, high

spots and abrupt angles.

Topsoil and Subsoil shall be spread to achieve a minimum depth of

the following for each planting typology

Topsoil/Subsoil

150/150 - Grassland

300/300 - Hegderows and Shrubs

300/600 - Trees

EXISTING TREES AND SHRUBS

· Avoid damage to branches, trunks and roots of trees. All existing

trees and hedges to be retained are subject to BS5837 (2005 and

all amendments to date) ‘Trees in relation to Construction –

Recommendations’, and should be fully fenced off, prior to the

commencement of any works.

· Where existing trees and shrubs are to be retained they should

be subject to a full Arboricultural inspection for safety;

· Any surgery required shall be in accordance with BS3998 (2010

and all amendments to date) ‘Tree Work – Recommendations’,

shall comply with any existing T.P.O requirements and shall

require the prior approval of the Landscape Architect;

· No storage of materials, disposal of rubbish, site fires, spillage of

oil and chemicals, ground compaction, excavation or changes in

level shall be carried out within existing tree/hedge canopies.

GENERAL PLANTING SPECIFICATIONS:

Proposals to be read in conjunction with Architect's and Engineers

Drawings;

· All landscape operations to be in accordance with BS4428: 1989 &

BS 3936: 1992 and all amendments to date;

· Plant material to conform to the National Plant Specification;

· Any plant material planted outside the recognised planting

season (Nov-Feb), to be containerised stock and supplied at the

sizes specified;

· Plant handling and planting operations to be in accordance

with HTA "Handling and Establishing Landscape Plants parts I -

III;

· All planting to be maintained and guaranteed for 12 months to

include watering, weeding, pest & disease control;

· The landscape sub-contractor is to take all safety precautions

to prevent any injury to any persons. The landscape

sub-contractor shall comply with the requirements of the Health

and Safety at Work Act 1974 and current Construction, Design

and Management Regulations; and

· The landscape sub-contractor shall confirm the location of all

underground services before commencement of planting and

report where trees/ hedges are suggested within 3m of

underground services and 5m of buildings.

SHRUBS

· Before planting, remove any non-perishable containers and

carefully prune any damaged roots. Plant upright or well

balanced with best side to front. Carefully return excavated

topsoil/shrub planting compost mix, packing around evenly

spread roots or root ball and heel well in;

· Planting holes for shrubs to be 150mm wider than root spread

and 450mm deep.

· Shrubs to be planted in groups of 3-7 of the same species, with

smaller plants located abutting paths and roads;

· Water plants thoroughly immediately after planting;

· Immediately after planting cut back any damaged, dead or

diseased branches;

· After planting rake soil to a fine tilth with approved cambers and

no hollows;

· After raking apply approved bark mulch to a depth of 75mm.

BULBS

· Dig out area 10-15cm depth, scattering bulbs and replace the

soil.

· Plant the bulbs nose end up at 15 per m2. Replacing excavated

topsoil and firm in.

WILDFLOWER SEEDING

Emorsgate EM2 - Sowing Rate - 4g/m2

Sowing - Most of the sown meadow species are perennial and are

slow to establish. Soon after sowing there will be a flush of annual

weeds, arising from the soil seed bank. These weeds can look

unsightly, but they will offer shelter to the sown seedlings, are great

for bugs, and they will die before the year is out. So resist cutting the

annual weeds until mid to late summer. Then cut and remove. Early

August is a good time. This will reveal the young meadow, which can

then be kept short by grazing or mowing through to the end of

March of the following year. Dig out any residual perennial weeds

such as docks.

Ongoing Maintenance - Undertake traditional meadow

management based around a main summer hay cut in combination

with autumn and spring mowing/grazing.

Where adjacent to paved surfaces the wildflower areas are to have

short grass margins/edges which are to be cut fortnightly during the

main mowing period between March and October. After mowing, all

grass shall be left in a clean, tidy, litter-free condition with adjacent

pathways cleared if required. 

PLANT MATERIAL TREATMENT

· All trees and shrubs are to be supplied from nurseries in the UK

or other member countries of the EEC. The Landscape Architect

is to approve the nursery selected by the Landscape

Subcontractor for the supply of plants. The landscape

subcontractor is responsible for the protection of plant material

being hardened off or grown at their nursery and shall make

good defects;Root Dip – Proprietary Root Dip applied to all bare

root stock at time of lifting at nursery and prior to planting;

· Anti-Desiccant – Proprietary anti-desiccant to be applied to

foliage of all containerised/rootballed material in leaf, specimen

confiders and evergreens etc. prior to transportation and during

any delay in planting;

· Plants should be stored in a suitable location on site where they

can be positioned upright and sheltered from wind. Their

pots/root balls should be sheltered from direct sunlight

especially during hot dry weather.

· Plants should be delivered in batches as required and planted

within 48 hours of delivery from nursery, stock should be watered

regularly before and after planting

· On delivery, check plants are in accordance with original

specification set out by landscape architect, are in a healthy

condition, free of broken stems, wilting leaves and disease

· Pruning - Allow for pruning of all deciduous trees and shrubs by

1/3
rd

 /following planting at Landscape Architect's direction or as

indicated in the planting schedule.
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Tree Pit Detail - Trees in Open Space (12cm+ girth)

1. 2x tanalised timber tree stakes 2400mm, 100mm Ø and crossbar

(75x38x900mm) driven (minimum 300mm) into backfilled pit to provide

support to the tree.

2. Spiral guard to be fitted to trunk to protect against animal

browsing.

3. Use 2x Tree Ties GLB25A with GLPFA spacer sleeves or similar to

secure tree to support post.

4. 75mm deep bark mulch layer to be spread evenly over a circular

area 1000mm Ø around the tree to prevent weed growth and retain

moisture.

5. Excavate tree pit to 1200mm diameter x 900mm deep. Break up

base to a depth of 150mm (minimum), scarify edges. The tree should

be planted at a depth where the root flare is still visible, just

breaching the soil surface, following backfilling.

6. Backfill tree pit with subsoil (600mm) and topsoil (300mm)

excavated from pit if this is regarded as of sufficient quality to

promote the healthy establishment of the tree. If either the top soil or

sub soil excavated from the pit is of poor quality, then soil

ameliorants may be used sparingly or imported topsoil compliant

with BS3882 should be used.

7. Watering/aeration tubes - 50mm ∅, black perforated land flex

drainage pipe with suitable rubber/plastic bung. Place around top of

root ball and nail to supporting stake, ensuring filler cap finishes

slightly above mulch level.

Immediately after planting, water the tree, saturating the tree pit to

field capacity. Between 50-200 litres of water should be applied per

tree, as often as daily if required, to all semi mature tree stock. The

quantity of water required is dependant on tree species, size,

location and weather conditions, and should be judged in

accordance with the core samples taken.
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Tree Pit Detail - Trees in Proximity to Hard Landscape/Services

1. 2x tanalised timber tree stakes 2m, 75mm Ø driven into backfilled pit

to provide support to the tree.

2. GreenLeaf ReRoot 2000 High Density Polyethylene root barrier, or

similar equal and approved installed between tree root ball and hard

surfaces/services where there is a risk of root damage as the tree

grows outward. Installed wherever the rootball will be within 2m of a

building foundation or within 3m of an existing or proposed

underground service route. Install closer to the paving/service than

the tree, to allow space for the tree roots to grow into the space

available, with the ribs facing the tree. Note this may mean not

placing the barrier within the tree pit, but further away within its own

trench. Root barriers must extend a minimum of 2m lengthways

beyond the expected canopy of the mature tree. The top of the root

barrier should be set 10mm above ground level. Thickness 2mm.

Barrier depth: 2000mm where possible and 1000mm where not

3. Tubex Treegaurd Mesh Roll or similar approved. 12mm mesh roll cut

to size and bent in circle 320mm Ø and tied to tree stake to protect

tree from damage by people and animals. Bottom of mesh should be

300mm above ground level to allow strimmer guard to be fitted and

prevent litter and grass/weeds building up around the base of the

tree. Top of mesh should be below the first lateral branch.

4. Use 2x Tree Ties GLB25A with GLPFA spacer sleeves or similar to

secure tree to support post.

5. 75mm deep bark mulch layer to be spread evenly over a circular

area 1000mm Ø around the tree to prevent weed growth and retain

moisture.

6. Excavate tree pit to sufficient size to accommodate tree root ball.

Break up base to a depth of 150mm (minimum), scarify edges. The

tree should be planted at a depth where the root flare is still visible,

just breaching the soil surface, following backfilling.

7. Backfill tree pit with subsoil and topsoil excavated from pit if this is

regarded as of sufficient quality to promote the healthy

establishment of the tree. If either the top soil or sub soil excavated

from the pit is of poor quality, then soil ameliorants may be used

sparingly or imported topsoil compliant with BS3882 should be used.

8. Strimmer guard  by Arbortech or similar to be fitted around base of

tree to protect from damage by grass maintenance machinery

primarily, but also to provide an additional layer of defense against

animal browsing.

9. Watering/aeration tubes - 50mm ∅, black perforated land flex

drainage pipe with suitable rubber/plastic bung. Place around top of

root ball and nail to supporting stake, ensuring filler cap finishes

slightly above mulch level.

8

2

9

Native Hedgerow Planting Detail

1. Shrub shelter with supporting stake.

2. 1m wide biodegradable weed mat roll pegged down with

biodegradable pegs along line of hedgerow to prevent weed growth

and retain moisture.

3. Whip to be notch planted following clearance of any existing

vegetation.

4. Cover with 75mm of bark mulch.

Immediately after planting, water the whip, saturating the ground

around its base to field capacity.

1

2

3

0.5m

0.5m
0.3m

Double Staggered Row

2

4

3/mBranched; 3 breaks40-60cmCornus sanguinea74 No.
DensitySpecificationGirthHeightSpeciesNumber

Hedgerow 2 - Single Species

4/m1+2; Transplant - seed raised; 3 breaks60-80cmFagus sylvatica257 No.
DensitySpecificationGirthHeightSpeciesNumber

Hedgerow - Single Species

0.4Ctr Double Staggered at 0.4m offset1+1 :Branched :3 brks :BR :Rabbit Guard80-100cmRosa canina10 No.
0.4Ctr Double Staggered at 0.4m offset1+2 :Branched :3 brks :BR :Rabbit Guard80-100cmPrunus spinosa24 No.
0.4Ctr Double Staggered at 0.4m offsetLeader With Laterals :C :Shrub Shelter5L80-100cmIlex aquifolium5 No.
0.4Ctr Double Staggered at 0.4m offset1+2 :Transplant :BR :Rabbit Guard80-100cmFagus sylvatica5 No.
0.4Ctr Double Staggered at 0.4m offset1+1 :Transplant :BR :Rabbit Guard80-100cmCrataegus monogyna38 No.
0.4Ctr Double Staggered at 0.4m offset1+2 :Branched :3 brks :BR :Rabbit Guard80-100cmCorylus avellana15 No.
DensitySpecificationPot SizeHeightSpeciesNumber

Hedgerow - Mixed Native

3/m²Full pot2LErica carnea14 No.
CountedMulti-stem; bushy; 5 stems minimum43-65L175-200cmCorylus avellana3 No.
CountedBranched; 7 breaks25L100-125cmCornus sanguinea 'Midwinter Fire'2 No.
3/m²Bushy2LCalluna vulgaris38 No.
DensitySpecificationPot SizeHeightSpeciesNumber

Shrubs

CountedExtra Heavy Standard :Clear Stem min. 200 :7 brks :RB14-16cm350-425cmSorbus aucuparia1 No.
Counted3x; Extra Heavy Standard; clear stem 175-200cm; 5 breaks14-16cm400-450cmSorbus aria3 No.
CountedExtra Heavy Standard :Clear Stem min. 200 :7 brks :RB14-16cm350-425cmPrunus padus2 No.
CountedSelected Standard :Clear Stem 150-175 :3/5 brks :2x :RB10-12cm250-300cmBetula pendula2 No.
DensitySpecificationGirthHeightSpeciesNumber

Trees

Plant Schedule

3/m²Full pot2LLuzula sylvatica28 No.
3/m²Full pot2LCarex divulsa14 No.
3/m²Full Pot2LBriza media8 No.
DensitySpecificationPot SizeSpeciesNumber

Grasses

2/m²Full pot3LPolystichum setiferum5 No.
3/m²Full pot3LPolypodium vulgare7 No.
DensitySpecificationPot SizeSpeciesNumber

Ferns

15/m²Grade 6/7Narcissus pseudonarcissus 'Lobularis'220 No.
15/m²Grade 5/6Galanthus nivalis220 No.
DensitySpecificationSpeciesNumber

Bulbs

3/m²Full pot; Sept to April planting; British native-origin2LVerbascum nigrum8 No.
DensitySpecificationPot SizeSpeciesNumber

Wildflowers

3/m²Full pot2LVeronica spicata42 No.
3/m²Full pot2LThymus serpyllum8 No.
3/m²Full pot2LSolidago virgaurea4 No.
2/m²Full pot2LPolygonatum hybridum2 No.
3/m²Full pot2LOriganum vulgare22 No.
3/m²Full pot2LLuzula nivea7 No.
3/m²Full pot2LGeranium pratense24 No.
3/m²Full pot2LGeranium phaeum 'Album'9 No.
3/m²Full pot2LCalamintha nepeta24 No.
DensitySpecificationPot SizeSpeciesNumber

Herbaceous
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Section 1: Introduction  

Purpose 

1.1. This Landscape Management Plan (LMP) has been prepared by Laird Bailey Landscape 

Architects (LBLA) on behalf of cwf Architects for the development at Merthyr Family Centre, 

Thomastown House, Queen's Rd, Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 0HE (hereafter referred to as the ‘site’). 

The site is centred on OS grid reference SO054067. 

1.2. The purpose of the LMP is to provide details of measures to ensure the successful 

establishment and ongoing maintenance of the soft landscape elements of the 

development proposals for a period of up to 5 years and beyond.  

1.3. This LMP should be read in conjunction with drawings LB446_D01a Detailed Soft Landscape 

Plans (Sheets 1-2).  

Scope of the Landscape Management Plan  

1.4. This Landscape Management Plan is set out as follows:  

• Section 2 sets out relevant standards and legislation; 

• Section 3 describes the site, and provides an overview of the site and existing landscape 

features; 

• Section 4 describes the proposed soft landscaping typologies; 

• Section 5 sets out the long-term design objectives; 

• Section 6 sets out the management regimes and responsibilities; and 

• Section 7 sets out the maintenance operations for all the soft landscape areas. 
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Section 2: Technical and Environmental 

Considerations 

2.1. The contractor shall familiarise themselves and their operatives with all British Standards and 

regulations, as referred to in this document, and any subsequent revisions thereof. All chemical 

weed control must be carried out by suitably trained staff in accordance with the 

manufacturers recommendations and the legislation set out below.  

2.2. The Contractor must only use chemicals specifically approved for the purpose for which it is 

intended as dictated by the Control of Pesticides Regulations 1986 and the conditions of 

approval for the chemicals and any relevant code of practice issued by DEFRA. The Contractor 

will consider in every instance whether the use of chemicals is strictly necessary before 

application.  

Relevant Standards and Legislation  

ISO 7851 Classification scheme for fertilizers and soil conditioners 

BS4428 Code of practice for general landscape operations 

BS 8545: 2014 Trees: from nursery to independence in the landscape - Recommendations 

BS 5837 Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction - Recommendations 

3882:2015 Topsoil 

 The Food and Environment Protection Act (1985) 

2 The Control of Pesticides Regulations 1986 (COPR) (as amended 1997) 

3 The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations (2002) 

4 The Environment Protection Act (1990)  
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Section 3: Site Overview of Existing Landscape  

Site Context 

3.1. The site is located off Queen's Rd, Merthyr Tydfil. The development proposals are for: 

‘Change of use from family centre into 2 children's home, 1 short break home for disabled 

children and their families, 1 therapy/continuing care home and one therapy/office area. 

External alterations proposed including ground and first floor extensions refurbishment of and 

existing’. 

3.2. The site comprises approximately 1 acre of land with a two-storey building at the centre. 

Served by vehicle accessed at the north-east corner of the site, there is car parking area to 

the front of the existing building which is to be retained. Landscape features include amenity 

grass, scrub and scattered trees. The scrub is contained to the south and western boundary 

with scattered trees found across the site. 

3.3. The character of the site is urban with built development surrounding the site on all sides. 
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Section 4: Proposed Soft Landscaping  

4.1. This LMP is to be read in conjunction with details of proposed soft landscaping (see LBLA 

Drawing No. LB398_D01a - Soft Landscape Proposals (Sheets 1-2). 

4.2. Soft landscaping within the site is designed to: 

• Create an attractive and appropriate setting for residents and visitors of the site, 

providing all year-round interest and colour; 

• Create a strong soft landscape framework with planting to the perimeter of the site 

including native trees and hedgerows selected to maximise biodiversity, green 

infrastructure links and visual interest; 

• Create a safe space for children; and 

• Promote flowers, berries and general ‘form’ offering the maximum benefit of 

amenity/habitat for birds, small mammals, and insects. 

4.3. Proposed soft landscaping elements and planting consists of the following. 

Trees 

4.4. A selection of native trees, planted at appropriate sizes will feature within both publicly 

accessible areas and within private rear gardens.  

Native Hedgerow Planting  

4.5. Bare root stock is to be planted in single and a double staggered row to establish natural 

hedgerows. All whips are to be fitted with a rabbit guard and staked.  

Shrubs/Perennials 

4.6. Native specimen shrubs and perennials have been proposed within the site as amenity 

features enhancing the building, street scene and rear garden amenity areas. 

Sustainable Urban Drainage Planting (SUDS) – Bioretention Strip 

4.7. A bioretention strip is to be implemented within the car parking area of the site. This area is 

to consist of a single strip. The bioretention feature will be dry throughout the year but for 

periods of heavy rainfall. The proposed bioretention feature will be planted with Cornus 

sanguinea, tolerant of both dry and saturated soils.  

Wildflower Meadow Mix 

4.8. Wildflower areas will be implemented to the peripheries of the development forming a 

successional buffer to existing scrub and new hedgerow planting. Seed mixes will consist of a 
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range of native non-invasive grass and long-lasting wildflowers, offering maximum benefits 

to bees, butterflies, birds, and small mammals. 

Proposed Bulb Planting 

4.9. A native seasonal bulb mix has been proposed to amenity areas to the front of the building. 

Amenity Grassland 

4.10. Amenity grass areas will be retained and proposed around the new buildings.  
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Section 5: Long-term Design Objectives  

6.1 This landscape management plan has been produced to ensure that the new and existing 

planting on site will be managed effectively, ensuring landscape features establish and 

thrive in perpetuity whilst maintaining a safe environment for children.   

Existing Trees and Scrub 

6.2 Management of existing trees and scrub offers to secure the current landscape elements 

that have potential for enhancement without compromising other important aims of the 

development. 

6.3 Specific objectives include: 

• Maintaining long-term health of existing trees and scrub to contribute to buffering the 

development from neighbouring land and infrastructure; 

• To extend the life of mature trees through sound arbouricultural management;  

• Managing scrub to stop encroachment into the site; and 

• Creating a healthy tree and shrub understorey to knit into the proposed soft 

landscaping proposals, offering a series of mature/interconnected wildlife corridors. 

6.4 Any tree works such as the removal of hazardous branches or the felling of mature trees will 

be completed outside of the active period for breeding birds (generally understood as 

March to August inclusive but some bird species may nest all year round). Should any 

management be required within the breeding bird period, checks for nesting birds by a 

suitably trained ecologist will take place prior to any works commencing to ensure that no 

breeding birds are present. Should a nest be present then a suitable buffer would be 

installed until the nest if confirmed as being inactive.  

6.5 Checks for the presence of roosting bats would also be completed prior to management 

taking place regardless of the time of year. Potential bat roosting features can include 

woodpecker holes, rot holes, any cracks or splits in the tree bark, cankers, gaps between 

overlapping stems or branches, partially detached ivy (with stem diameters in excess of 

50mm), and man-made holes. If any of the potential bat roosting features are identified, 

evidence of roosting bats is identified or a bat is found, then works would temporarily stop 

and a licenced ecologist/Natural England consulted. 

Proposed Tree Planting  

6.6 The long-term design and management objectives of proposed tree planting is to ensure 

that trees establish well and continue to thrive and contribute to an attractive and habitable 

environment. Trees shall be managed to develop a healthy and even form. Stems should only 

be removed to retain the natural appearance of the individual plant species or to remove 

broken or badly damaged branches and dead wood. Tree surgery such as crown lifting 
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should be carried out as required by a suitably qualified individual to prevent restriction to 

site users. 

6.7 Watering operations will be carried out as specified in this management plan and in 

conjunction with drawing LB446_D01a (Sheet 2) to ensure healthy establishment and 

longevity.  

6.8 Irrigation timing and frequency will take into account the prevailing weather conditions, soil 

moisture release, response of the tree species to water deficits or prolonged soil saturation. 

The holding capacity of the soil and amount of water available to the tree to be assessed at 

each visit. Frequency of watering is more important than the volume and should be 

undertaken as required. Monitoring is recommended when 5 consecutive days at 25 degrees 

is recorded during the growing season. Water should only be added if the probe / 

tensiometer values indicate that it would be appropriate to do so. 

6.9 All proposed trees to be in compliance with BS8545: 2014 Trees: from Nursery to independence 

in the landscape – Recommendations. Staked trees will be inspected at each maintenance 

visit, and any trees which have died or are excessively damage will be removed from site, 

complete with the stake, and replaced according to the original planting specification. 

6.10 Mulched areas around trees will be maintained to an acceptable standard (75mm in 1m 

circumference around stem.  

Proposed Native Hedgerow Planting 

6.11 Mixed native hedgerows along the fence line boundary are to be planted as bare root stock 

in a double staggered row to establish a natural hedgerow. Mixed native hedgerow planting 

will be managed to achieve a minimum height of 2m above ground level. Ornamental single 

species hedgerow will be planted in a single row and managed to achieve a maximum height 

of 1.2m 

6.12 The ground around the hedgerow transplants will be bark mulched to conserve moisture and 

reduce weed growth. Careful trimming and pruning will be required in the early years to ensure 

the development of a well-clothed hedge. Trimming should aim to form an ‘A’ profile. 

Inspect monthly and maintain shrubs/hedging in a weed free condition through combined 

techniques by hand, herbicides, cultivation and mulching. Prune or clip to promote bushy, 

healthy growth and required shape when necessary.  Trimming back of growth overhanging 

adjacent footpaths or windows when required. Remove/replace individual specimens as 

required. 

 

Existing and Proposed Amenity Planting 

6.13 The long-term design objective of the amenity planting is to ensure the plants thrive to create 

attractive foliage for amenity value, contribution to drainage features and habitat for wildlife. 

Planting will be managed to achieve a maximum height commensurate with their location and 

surrounding features. Pruning should be undertaken to promote flowering and fruiting in 
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accordance with the species and age of the plant. Species and cultivars are to be pruned 

particularly to maximise flowering and berrying for amenity and wildlife. 

6.14 As such, any management will take place at the end of the winter months to avoid the active 

period for most wildlife, providing the plants with time to produce flowers, seeds and berries. 

Should any management be required within the breeding bird season (March to August 

inclusive), checks for nesting birds will take place prior to any works commencing by a suitably 

qualified ecologist. Should a nest be present then a suitable buffer would be installed until the 

nest if confirmed as being inactive. Any vegetation management will have consideration for 

the potential presence of breeding birds as per the management considerations stated 

above. 

Bioretention Strip 

6.15 The bioretention strip shall be managed for aesthetics as well as to ensure optimum health in 

order to function in reducing the speed of water infiltration.  

6.16 It is intended that planting will be managed annually by shaping and pruning in line with the 

other ornamental hedgerow on site. The bio-retention hedgerow will be maintained to no 

higher than 1.2m.  

Proposed Bulb Planting 

6.17 A native seasonal bulb mix has been proposed to amenity areas to the front of the building. 

6.18 Before the bulbs are laid out, the soil should be thoroughly loosened to a depth of 10-15cm. Lay 

out or scatter the bulbs evenly over the location being planted (at 20 per meter square and in 

species groups of between 20 and 30 in each group) and then cover with a layout of soil (10 to 

15cm thick).  

6.19 Grass In which flower bulbs have been planted should not be mowed until 6 to 8 weeks after 

the flowering period. Do not cut before flowering. Interval between end of flowering and start 

of grass cutting, every 6 weeks thereafter.  

Existing and Proposed Amenity Grass Mix  

6.20 Management aims to provide a safe and open playing space for children meeting their 

amenity requirements. The management objectives are as follows: 

6.21 Amenity grass will be cut to a height of 35mm monthly during the growing season with arisings 

removed.  
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Section 6: Management Regimes and 

Responsibilities  

7.1. The landscaping works will receive post installation maintenance for a one-year Defects 

Liability Period (DLP). All defects resulting from plant loss, disease, or failure will be replaced 

on a like for like basis. A visit every month, or more frequently should watering be required, is 

recommended during the DLP. Subsequently a minimum of 12 maintenance visits per annum 

is recommended with this LMP covering a period of 5 years. Following the Defects and 

Liability Period all plants shall be replaced by the site owner up to a period of 5 years post 

DLP. 

7.2. Maintenance and management activities are set out below (which covers a minimum period 

of 5 years) to ensure the soft landscaping is managed effectively beyond the time limits of 

the implementation and establishment works. The responsibility for this management and 

maintenance is to be agreed. LBLA’s recommendation is for the landscape contractor that 

undertakes the planting works to be engaged to carry out the one-year establishment 

maintenance. 

7.3. Management and maintenance operations will be monitored and reviewed annually on an 

on-going basis and modified where required; if the operations and frequencies set out do 

not deliver the required results or meet the specific aims and objectives. 

7.4. As a minimum, maintenance visits should be undertaken to inspect and monitor as well as to 

carry out routine operations, including weeding and litter picking, with other specific 

operations being undertaken as scheduled below.  

7.5. The appointed Contractor must provide details of all necessary insurances and certification 

to carry-out the works specified in this management plan. It is the responsibility of the 

appointing authority to ensure that all submitted insurances and certificates are up to date 

and provide the appropriate level of cover for the specified works.  

7.6. Defects in the landscape are to be identified early and addressed promptly.
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Section 7: Soft Landscape Maintenance Work Schedule  

Component Task Time of Year Frequency 

Visits every month throughout the one-year defects and liability period, more frequently if required due to prologued dry weather conditions and 

the need for watering.  

Subsequently management and maintenance operations will be monitored and reviewed annually for the first five years and then every five years 

by the appointed management company. If operations and frequencies set out do not deliver the required results or meet the specific aims and 

objectives, these should be modified accordingly. 

Trees and 

Peripheral Scrub 

Inspect, prune and repair wounds in accordance 

with good horticultural and arboricultural 

practice. 

Oct-Feb As required (annually). 

Check tree ties regularly for rubbing and adjust if 

necessary. Constriction of the stem by ties 

happens very quickly, so fast-growing trees need 

frequent checking.  After bad weather, check for 

abrasion and snapped stakes or ties.  

Re-firm tree by adjusting tree ties and ensuring 

soil is re-firmed around the base. 

All year round and 

especially after 

strong winds, frost 

heave and other 

disturbances. 

As required (annually). 

Hand weed mulched areas around trees. Mar-Sep Every visit. 

Control weeds by hand or mechanical tools only. Mar/Oct Only if required. 

Replace any failed specimens. Oct-Mar As required during the one-year DLP 

and 5 years post DLP (next available 

planting season). 

Remove debris/litter Throughout Every visit. 

Top up bark mulch around bases of trees to full 

depth of 75mm. 

Mar/Apr As required during the DLP. 

Newly planted trees will be watered throughout 

May-August months after any period of four 

weeks without significant rain to thoroughly wet 

the top 150mm of soil around the tree roots. 

Throughout As required – or at least once after a 

period of four weeks without 

significant rainfall (see monitoring in 

proposed tree section). 
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Component Task Time of Year Frequency 

Trimming and selective thinning of the canopy. 

Trim back growth overhanging adjacent 

footpaths when required. 

Oct-Mar Annually if required. 

In year 2, remove staking if tree has established 

well. 

Any As required. 

Cut back and prune peripheral scrub to stop 

encroachment 

Oct-Feb Annually if required 

Native 

Hedgerow 
Re-shaping 

Hard prune Oct-

Feb 
Annually if required 

Hand weed Throughout Every visit 

Apply suitable non-selective herbicide to control 

weeds 
April to Sept As required 

Apply fertiliser: Slow release, applied as per 

manufacturer’s recommendations. 
March / April Annually 

Remove debris/litter Throughout Every visit 

In years 2 and onwards remove shrub shelters 

and rabbit spirals if specimens have established 

well and are no longer required. 

Throughout As required 

Replace any failed specimens Oct-March 
As required (next available planting 

season) 

Top up bark mulch hedge base to full depth of 

75mm. 
April Annually 

Watering of newly established hedgerows. 

Watering is required in the first two years after 

planting, which will be the responsibility of the 

developer before handover to the management 

company. 

Throughout 
As required after a period of four 

weeks without significant rainfall 
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Component Task Time of Year Frequency 

Bulb Planting Do not cut before flowering finishes and leave 

interval of 6 weeks between end of flowering 

and start of grass cutting.  

April-Oct Once (when flowering finishes)  

Amenity Shrubs 

and Perennial 

Planting 

Trimming, pruning and reshaping to encourage 

healthy bushy growth, flowering and fruiting. 

Trim back growth overhanging adjacent 

footpaths when required. 

Oct-Mar Annually if required. 

Hand weed. Throughout  Every visit. 

Control weeds to by hand or mechanically. Apr-Sep  Only if required. 

Remove debris/litter. Throughout  Every visit. 

Replace any failed specimens. Oct to March  Within the DLP, as required (next 

available planting season). 

Top up bark mulch around bases of shrubs to full 

depth of 75mm.  

Throughout As required. 

Watering of newly established shrubs.  Throughout  As required to ensure successful 

establishment and longevity. 

Meadow 

Grassland 

 

During the first year allow annual weeds to 

establish to protect seed stock. Cut, compost, 

and remove in August. In subsequent years cut 

to 50mm and allow cuttings to drop seed before 

removal. 

August  Once per year. Leave hay cuttings to 

drop seed for minimum of 3 days (up 

to 7) before removing. 

Clearance of debris/ rubbish Throughout The basin is to be regularly checked 

for rubbish or other detritus 

material. Any rubbish to be cleared 

by hand and removed from site. 

Mowing/strimming following the initial hay cut.  September- 

March 

Mow/strim meadow grassland to 

50mm over the autumn and winter 

as required. 
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Component Task Time of Year Frequency 

Weed control. Mar-Sep Invasive weeds to be removed by 

hand or mechanically. 

Re-seeding (if required). Sep Any bare patches of ground where 

seed has failed to germinate should 

be re-seeded as per the original 

specification. 

Amenity Grass 

Mix 

Mowing and removal of arisings. 

 

Allow 4 weeks for establishment. Before the first 

cut lightly roll or tread newly seeded areas, after 

a few days once the grass has picked up again 

the lawn shall be ready for its first cut (Do not roll 

however if the ground is saturated with water). 

Mar-Oct Monthly/every visit. Grass should be 

mown regularly to aid with 

establishment to a height of 50mm 

after a full, thick sward has 

established.  

Clearance of debris/rubbish. Throughout Area to be regularly checked for 

rubbish or other detritus material. 

Any rubbish to be cleared by hand 

and removed from site. 
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Plans:  
LB466_D01a: Detailed Soft Landscape Plans (Sheets 1-2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


