
 

 

Gareth Morgan,       Our Ref: BC/MB/02.26.03. 
21 Winchfawr Park,       Date: 16th March 2026. 
Heolgerrig, 
Merthyr Tydfil, 
CF48 1TL. 
 
 
Dear Mr Morgan, 
 
Re: Land at 21 Winchfawr Park, Heolgerrig, Merthyr Tydfil. 

 
 
Thank you for forwarding to me The Coal Authority’s letter of the 13th January 2026, 

relating to the planning application, reference no. P/26/0005, to erect two dwellings at the above 
address.  The Coal Authority’s letter makes reference to a Coal Mining Risk Assessment (Mining 
Risk Assessment: Land South of Winchfawr Road, Heolgerrig, Merthyr Tydfil, reference no. 
BC/MB/11.10.01) prepared by Blandford Consulting in 2010 for a different development at the 
same locality.  The Coal Authority is seeking confirmation that the findings of the report still hold 
good, and in the absence of such an assurance have expressed a Fundamental Concern in respect 
of the current planning application. 

 
The current planning application is for the erection of two dwellings, the location of which 

lies within the southern part of the land discussed in the above Coal Mining Risk Assessment, it 
does not include all the land discussed in the report.  The findings of the report are informed by 
research of published geological records, research of the mining records held at The Coal 
Authority’s archive in Mansfield, the findings of The Coal Authority’s report 00040203001, the 
results of two nearby boreholes and the archive records of Blandford Consulting. 

 
The report describes the geology of the land as being underlain at shallow depths by Middle 

Coal Measures with the Nine Feet Seam being the shallowest coal seam underlying the land that 
is capable of having been mined underground.  The results of the two boreholes included in the 
report proved the strata:void ratio of the workings in the Nine Feet Seam to be 9.2:1 and 13.8:1; 
the land is mid-way between the two boreholes with the result that the strata:void ratio at the 
development site is calculated to be 11.9:1.  The ratio is greater than the 10:1 ratio that is generally 
accepted as being the limiting ratio for shallow old workings to collapse to the surface.  The 
conclusion of the report is that there is no risk of the old workings in the Nine Feet Seam collapsing 
to the surface and there inducing subsidence of sufficient scale to adversely affect the structural 
integrity of the then proposed development.   

 
The report identifies that other old workings beneath the Site at greater depth pose no risk 

to the then proposed development and that there was no active coal mining in the area that could 
affect the development.  The report goes on to recommend that ‘the risk from the solid geology 
and mining heritage at the Site requires no particular measures to be included in the design and 
construction of the proposed dwelling and no further study is required’. 
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The information used in the report is the latest information that is available; there has been 
no revision to the published 1:10,560 geology sheet SO 00 NW, the findings of the boreholes are 
matters of fact, and there has been no coal mining in the area since the Coal Mining Risk 
Assessment was published on the 9th November 2010, and there is no current coal mining in the 
area that might affect the land in question.  The current development proposal occupies some, but 
not all of the land covered in the report and therefore benefits from the findings of the report.  The 
conclusions and recommendations of the Coal Mining Risk Assessment apply to the current 
development. 

 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr M. Blandford, 
Consulting Geologist. 

 
 
Attachments: 
 
Letter from The Coal Authority, dated 13th January 2026. 

Location Plan. 

Mining Risk Assessment: Land South of Winchfawr Road, Heolgerrig, Merthyr Tydfil, reference 
no. BC/MB/11.10.01, published by Blandford Consulting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



200 Lichfield Lane
Mansfield

Nottinghamshire
NG18 4RG

T: 01623 637 119 (Planning Enquiries) 

E: planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk

W: www.gov.uk/coalauthority

For the attention of: Kate Glover – Case Officer
Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council

[By email: planning@merthyr.gov.uk]

13th January 2026

Dear Ms Glover

Re: Planning application P/26/0005

Outline application for up to two dwellings (all matters reserved) at 21 Winch Fawr 
Park, Heolgerrig, Merthyr Tydfil

Thank you for your notification of 13 January 2026 seeking the views of the Coal Authority 
(trading as the Mining Remediation Authority) on the above.

The Coal Authority is a non-departmental public body sponsored by the Department for 
Energy Security and Net Zero. As a statutory consultee, the Coal Authority has a duty to 
respond to planning applications and development plans in order to protect the public and 
the environment in mining areas.

The Coal Authority response:   Fundamental Concern  

I have reviewed the site location plan, the proposals and supporting information submitted 
and available to view on the LPA website and can confirm that the application site falls 
majority within the defined Development High Risk Area.

The Coal Authority’s information indicates that a coal seam outcrops to the north of the 
site, dipping in a southern direction beneath the site, which may have been worked in the 
past. In addition, our records also indicates that the northwestern part of the site lies in an 
area where underground coal mining has taken place at shallow depth. Voids and broken 
ground associated with such features may pose a risk to ground stability and public safety.

https://www.gov.uk/coalauthority
mailto:planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk


We are aware that a report relating to coal mining matters was produced for a different  
development on site. Based on appropriate range of sources and information and off-site 
boreholes data, the report appears to conclude that the risk of instability posed to the 
proposed development by shallow coal mining legacy is low. We must highlight that there 
has been a significant elapsed since the production of the report and is in the context of a 
proposal for a single dwelling.

Therefore,  in  accordance  with  the  agreed  risk-based  approach  to  development 
management  in  the  defined  Development  High  Risk  Areas,  the  applicant  should  be 
informed that they need to submit an up to date, development specific Coal Mining Risk 
Assessment to support their planning application or confirmation from the report author 
of the original Coal Mining Risk Assessment report (Dr Malcolm Blandford of Blandford 
Consulting)  that  they  remain satisfied that  the conclusions  of  his  2010 report  remains 
applicable to the scheme of development currently proposed. As no relevant information 
has  been  submitted  at  this  time,  the  Coal  Authority’s  Planning  &  Development  Team 
OBJECTS to this application.

Please  draw  the  applicant’s  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Coal  Mining  Risk 
Assessment needs to interpret and assess the coal mining risks present and should 
be based on up-to-date information on the recorded coal mining features on site. If 
the applicant merely submits a Non Residential Coal Mining Report, an Enviro All-in- 
One Report or other factual report, obtained from www.miningremediation.co.uk or 
a  similar  product  from private  land search suppliers,  this  will  not  overcome our 
objection to the planning application.

We would  be  pleased to  receive  for  further  consultation  and comment  any  additional 
information submitted by the applicant.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss this matter further.

Yours sincerely

General Information for the Applicant
The Coal Mining Risk Assessment needs to interpret the coal mining risks and should be 
based on up-to-date information of past coal mining activities in relation to the application 
site. A variety of Coal Mining Report products which provide baseline information on coal 

http://www.miningremediation.co.uk/


mining legacy risks are available from  www.miningremediation.co.uk. A Coal Mining Risk 
Assessment should then take the information contained in the Coal Mining Report and 
interpret the risks identified specifically in relation to the proposed development.

This coal mining information you obtain from a Non-Residential Coal Mining Report, an 
Enviro-All-in-One Report or other factual report should then be used to assess whether or 
not past mining activity poses any risk to the development proposal and, where necessary, 
propose mitigation measures to address any issues of land instability. This could include 
further  intrusive  investigation  on  site  to  ensure  that  the  Local  Planning  Authority  has 
sufficient information to determine the planning application.

The Coal  Mining Risk Assessment should be prepared by a “competent body”.  A list  of 
professional institutions of competent bodies can be found at:
www.gov.uk/planning-applications-coal-mining-risk-assessments.

Under the Coal Industry Act 1994 any intrusive activities, including initial site investigation 
boreholes, and/or any subsequent treatment of coal mine workings/coal mine entries for 
ground stability purposes require the prior written permission of the Coal Authority, since 
such activities can have serious public  health and safety implications.  Failure to obtain 
permission will result in the potential for court action. Application forms for Coal Authority 
permission and further guidance can be obtained from the Coal Authority’s website at:
www.gov.uk/get-a-permit-to-deal-with-a-coal-mine-on-your-property.

Disclaimer
The above consultation response is provided by the Coal Authority as a statutory consultee 
and is based upon the latest available data and the electronic consultation records held by 
the  Coal  Authority  since  1  April  2013.  The  comments  made  are  also  based  on  the 
information  provided  to  the  Coal  Authority  by  the  Local  Planning  Authority  and/or 
information that has been published on the Council’s website for consultation purposed in 
relation to this specific planning application. The views and conclusions contained in this 
response may be subject to review and amendment by the Coal Authority if additional or 
new data/information (such as a revised Coal Mining Risk Assessment) is provided by the 
Local Planning Authority or the applicant for consultation purposes.

http://www.gov.uk/get-a-permit-to-deal-with-a-coal-mine-on-your-property
http://www.gov.uk/planning-applications-coal-mining-risk-assessments
http://www.miningremediation.co.uk/
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