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15 June 2026 
 

 
Via Planning Portal (PP-14861121) 

 
Dear Sir / Madam 
 
SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION FOR PLANNING APPROVAL 

 
NATIONAL GRID ELECTRICITY DISTRIBUTION (SOUTH WALES) PLC AND NATIONAL 
GRID TELECOMS LIMITED 
DOWLAIS TOP RADIO SITE, NATIONAL GRID DOWLAIS GRID 132KV/ 33KV 
SUBSTATION, CASTLE ROW, DOWLAIS TOP, MERTHYR TYDFIL, CF48 3PU  
NGR – 307211, 208804 
 
On behalf of National Grid Electricity Distribution (South Wales) plc and National Grid Telecoms 
Ltd, we submit herewith an application for planning permission for the development of 
replacement electronic communications apparatus at the above site.  
 
The planning application has been submitted via the Planning Portal along with the following 
plans and documentation: 
     

• The planning application forms, including the relevant landownership and 
agricultural holdings certificates.   

•  A location plan. 
• Existing site plan 
• Proposed site plan / block plan 
• Existing and Proposed elevations. 
• The prescribed fee has been paid electronically as part of the Planning Portal 

process. 
• A certificate of ICNIRP compliance.  
• Various photographs of the existing site. 

 
 

At present, National Grid operates its telemetry and backhaul services for the security and 
protection of the electricity distribution network across South Wales via a number of major hub 
sites, one of which is Dowlais top which is currently a 32.5m high lattice tower. Additionally, 
mobile phone and emergency services radio networks share this piece of critical national 
infrastructure. Unfortunately the existing structure is at structural capacity and is incapable of 
supporting the weight of the additional equipment required by both its own additional essential 
LTE equipment and the mobile phone networks’ required upgrading of their services. 
 
Thus the existing 32.5m high structure must be replaced with a marginally taller 35m high 
structure to accommodate all users essential network upgrades. Once the replacement 
structure is fully built, all operators equipment is live and operational on the replacement 
structure, the old 32.5m functionally obsolete mast will be removed. 
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