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16 March 2026 

Dear Kate,  

Site: 47 High Street, Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 8DL 
 
Reference: P/26/0025 
 
The Twentieth Century Society is the National Amenity Society charged with the protection and 
appreciation of post-1914 heritage. The Society is acknowledged in national planning guidance as the 
key organisation concerned with the modern period and is a constituent member of the Joint 
Committee of the National Amenity Societies (JCNAS). 
 
Thank you for consulting the Society above planning application for the proposed new entrance, 
internal alterations, conversion of basement and ground floor to A3 use, and conversion of the first 
floor to C1 hotel use.  
 
47 High Street was built as a banking hall in the early Twentieth Century. The building was Grade II-
listed in 1988 and is recognised as a ‘monumental classical early twentieth century frontage.’ It 
features a ground floor of dark polished granite with striking columns, while the upper storey is 
finished in Portland stone. Internally some of the original timber work including doorways, architraves 
and pediments survive. The original safe remains in place in the basement. The building sits within the 
Merthyr Tydfil Town Centre Conservation Area.  
 
The main significance of 47 High Street is in its impressive street façade, and we are pleased to see 
that the door which was once removed to install a cash machine, will now be reinstalled to match the 
existing on the other side of the façade.  
 
Much of the internal detail of the banking hall has already been lost, however that which remains 
should be seen as historically and architecturally important. We would urge the applicants to consider 
what original fabric and historic features remain and to restore them as part of these proposals.   
 
We have no further comments to make on the proposals, but would defer to our colleagues at the 
Victorian Society as this building may also fall within their period of protection.  
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Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Laura Mark  

Head of Casework  

The Twentieth Century Society 
70 Cowcross Street 
London, EC1M 6EJ 
Tel 020 7250 3857 
laura@c20society.org.uk   

 

Remit: The Twentieth Century Society was founded in 1979 and is the national amenity society concerned with the protection, 
appreciation, and study of post-1914 architecture, townscape and design. The Society is acknowledged in national planning 
guidance as the key organisation concerned with the modern period and is a constituent member of the Joint Committee of 
the National Amenity Societies. Under the procedures set out in the Arrangements for Handling Heritage Applications – 
Notification to Historic England and National Amenity Societies and the Secretary of State (England) Direction 2021, all English 
local planning authorities must inform the Twentieth Century Society when an application for listed building consent involving 
partial or total demolition is received, and they must notify us of the decisions taken on these applications. 


