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revision • B

Landscape, Biodiversity 
& Amenity Strategy

Revision B February 2023: Easement increased and layout amended to suit; low 
stone walls added
Revision A November 2022: Amended layout including 'Central Park' and 
addition of NE corner, rain gardens added, further ecology detail

The landscape proposals will provide an attractive setting to the 
proposed housing and integrate the development into the 
surrounding community. 

Key concepts include provision of 
• wildlife corridors wrapping around Dragon Park and connecting 
to the Taff riparian corridor and the wider countryside
• pedestrian and cycling connectivity through Dragon Park and 
easy links to cycling and footpath trails around Merthyr Tydfil
• provision for active play, including bike and trim trails and 
doorstep play along Central Park 

Trees within and around the development will soften views from 
surrounding countryside and settlement.

Channel Park will be planted with trees and native wildflowers 
which benefit species such as  birds, pollinators and bats. Two 
ponds will provide valuable wetland habitat and provide receptor 
sites for translocated marshy grassland. As well as improving 
biodiversity, the corridor will encourage wildlife into new back 
gardens.

Surface water and roof water will be captured and drained into the 
rain gardens and onwards to the Southern gateway pond. Soils 
will be specified to ensure that plants grow in a moist but well 
drained rootzone, with water temporarily stored and then draining 
into pipes to be transported further down the drainage chain.

Rain gardens further enhance biodiversity, and planting here will 
be specified to tolerate the aspect (sun/shade) and the drainage 
(wet/dry/mesic). 

For Ecology information, refer to Ecological Services Ltd 
Ecological Impact Assessment, Reptile Survey

For Arboricultural information, refer to ArbTS Ltd Tree Survey and 
Arboricultural Impact Assessment

For SUDS details, refer to Quad Consult Ltd Dainage Strategy

 

cascade into River Taff

proposed hedgerow

calcareous grassland for translocation

proposed ornamental planting/amenity turf

legend

proposed planted private rain gardens

proposed amenity turf and/or seed

proposed small ornamental trees; suited to mesic (rain garden) 
or dry conditions

proposed tree

key views

marshy grassland for translocation 

open space grassland: translocated wildflower & grass topsoil
oversown if necessary; existing grassland retained

pedestrian and
emergency access link

link to Taff and Trevithick
Trails, Rhydycar Leisure

Centre and Merthyr Tydfil

Taff Trail NCN Route 8

potential footpath and cycle link
to encourage healthy travel to

school and work

existing pond on western side of swale
to be  lined and increased in size;

habitat around pond and along the
Channel Park to be provided for reptiles

and amphibians

calcareous grassland soil
stripped and used in Central

Park

woodland edge native planting
proposed at base of existing

boundary trees and vegetation;
corridor softens views of the

development from the west, and
improves connectivity for bats and

other wildlife species;
includes bike trail/naturalistic play trail

Southern Gateway:
• rain gardens at key corner

location planted to provide
welcoming entrance

• SUDS and planting provide
treatment from proposed

improved road
• mix of tree, hedge and

wildflower grassland provides
diversity of habitats

3m retaining wall above 
River Taff

all self-sown vegetation growing 
in boulder bank of riparian 
corridor to be retained, except 
for any knotweed treatment

proposed trees at top of bank 
soften views into development 
from the east

railings with intermittent wall 
sections at top of 45 degree slope 
provide security and allow views 
across river

low level or no lighting to 
footpath to allow wildlife-friendly  
dark corridor; further benefit of 
being an unattractive night time 
gathering spot

Runoff from roof and driveways to be 
treated and attenuated at source within 
plots where possible using permeable 
paving and bio-planters or discharge to 
local site Suds features

brownfield site is raised by 1m:
contaminated land is capped
with locally deeper areas dug

for tree pits

Central Park:
• options for doorstep play 
• subsoil and topsoil with turf strip and 
seedbank from calcareous grassland used to 
develop new wildflower areas
• swales combine with planting
• small trees preclude undue shade and 
allow pollinator species to thrive
• linking into potential cross valley corridor

Southern Basin:
• open water SUDS storage area
with sunk section for permanent
water feature 1m deep in centre;

provides valuable wetland habitat
• detailed engineering design to

create banks with varying
naturalistic gradients to improve

aesthetics, biodiversity and facilitate
climbing out/rescue

• receptor site for translocated
marshy grassland

Channel Park wraps around the
western site; a combined service

easement and swale corridor
enhances wildlife connectivity around

the site and to wider countryside;
swale has been recently seeded with

wildflower mix

Channel Park: mown wildflower
footpath grassland along the

bottom of the existing channel

riverside trail with 3no. 
sculptural waymarkers

marshy grassland
translocated to western
pond and area around

Southern Basin

living 
willow 
tunnel

 Jupiter Play 
'balancing 
snake'

turf 
amphitheatre

 Jupiter 
Play 'totem 
path'

examples of naturalistic play 

existing sewer easement

proposed swales

proposed bioretention gardens along streets

proposed pond

existing dual-use footpath/ SUDS channel sown with wildflower mixplanted SUDS swale with 
varying non-uniform width

key pedestrian and/or cyclist links with contrasting surfaces

open space native vegetation existing and proposed9
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integrated bird and bat
boxes incoporated on

properties close to
vegetated boundary

corridors


