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SUMMARY 

 
Soltys Brewster Ecology were commissioned by Merthyr Valley Homes (the client) to undertake an ecological appraisal 

at The Green Flats, Trefechan, Merthyr Tydfil.  The proposal is to construct a new pitched roof over the existing flat 

roof. A planning application has been submitted and an ecological appraisal requested.   

 

Consultation with SEWBReC confirmed that the property and it’s associated curtilage do not fall within or adjacent to 

a site designated for nature conservation. There are no sites designated for bats within the 10km search buffer. The 

data search returned a total of three hundred and twenty records for bats of at least nine species. The majority of these 

are for more common species such as Pipistrelles but there are also records for other species such as Brown Long-

eared bat, Lesser Horseshoe, Daubenton’s and Natterer’s bat and Noctule. There is a single record for rarer Greater 

horseshoe but at just over 2km from the site. There are several roost records within 1km of the site but most are for 

small, individual roosts and there are no records for roosts at the site itself.  The data search returned a total six records 

for nesting birds for five different species. The species returned by the search all have the potential to nest at the 

property.  

 

The daytime external and internal inspection of the building found limited features suitable for use by bats. There were 

few potential access points to the internal space, i.e. the wall cavity or living space. The flat roof means there is no loft 

space. The structure is considered to have negligible potential for bats.  

 

As no evidence of current or recent use of the building by roosting bats was identified, a licence will not be required to 

undertake the proposed works. There are therefore no timing or other implications for the proposal. The absence of 

bats is very difficult to prove, and many bat species are itinerant in nature and will often make use of multiple roosts 

during the course of the active months (typically April to October). In the unlikely event that a bat were discovered 

once works have begun, all work in the area will cease immediately and the project ecologist or Natural Resources 

Wales contacted for advice on how to proceed.  

 

No evidence of current or previous use of the building by nesting birds was observed during the survey.  

 

This report details the methodology and results of the building inspection conducted. It draws conclusions and makes 

recommendations for enhancements for biodiversity that could be made within the proposal. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Soltys Brewster Ecology were commissioned by Merthyr Valley Homes (the client) to undertake an ecological 

appraisal at The Green Flats, Trefechan, Merthyr Tydfil (see Site Location Plan in Appendix I).  The proposal is 

to construct a new pitched roof over the existing flat roof. A planning application has been submitted and an 

ecological appraisal requested.  The following report is intended to provide the necessary information to 

support the planning decision.   

 

1.2 The settlement of Trefechan is bisected by Vaynor road running north-south. The property is located on the 

west side of the road towards the southern settlement boundary (grid reference: SO 03580 08828). The 

property is situated within a dense residential area but the Vaynor road has reasonably wide green verges 

linking the property to the wider rural landscape approximately 150m away. The site is therefore quite 

ecologically connected with habitat links to the wider landscape.   

 

1.3 The structure is a large 3-4 storey building shaped like a curved rectangle. There are commercial units on the 

lower floor and flats above. A survey to establish the ecological baseline with particular regard to bats and 

nesting birds is required in the first instance to inform the planning application and works.   

 

1.4 The current report presents the findings of an ecological desk study and building inspection survey undertaken 

in 2021.  
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2.0 METHODOLOGY 

 

2.1 In order to establish the baseline ecological conditions on site, a combination of desk-based consultation and 

building inspection survey was undertaken in August 2021. The scope of survey work was based on best 

practice guidelines (BCT, 2016).   

 

Desk study 

2.2 The desk study involved consultation with South East Wales Biodiversity Records Centre (SEWBReC) to 

identify any records of bats (2km), roof nesting birds (150m) and SSSI’s and SAC’s designated for bat features 

up to 10km. 

 

Building Inspection Survey 

2.3 The fieldwork was undertaken on 18th August 2021 by a suitably experienced ecologist1 and comprised of a 

check of the building to search for evidence of bats or nesting birds.   

 

2.4 External survey at the site involved the use of binoculars to identify possible access/entry points into the building 

and aimed to identify any evidence of use by bats such as droppings, staining, prey remains, scratch marks, 

noise etc.  The survey was undertaken from ground-level around the exterior of the site buildings with ladder 

access (up to a maximum of 5.5m) where required and was assisted by the use of close-focus binoculars and a 

high-powered torch (1 million candlepower).   

 

2.5 An internal inspection of part of the building was also undertaken. A commercial property at the northern end 

of the structure and the two flats (14 and 15) above were inspected. The plan included in Appendix II highlights 

these areas that were accessed during the inspection.  

 

2.6 The surveyor searched for roost evidence (droppings, staining, scratch marks, noise, etc.) as described above 

and the scope of the bat inspection survey, including timing, survey effort etc., was based on guidelines published 

by the Bat Conservation Trust (BCT, 2016).  The potential of the building to support roosting bats was 

determined based on the following categories (BCT 2016):  

• Known or confirmed roost 

• High - A structure with one or more potential roost sites that are obviously suitable for use by larger 

numbers of bats on a more regular basis and potentially for longer periods of time due to their size, 

shelter, protection, conditions and surrounding habitat. 

 
1Full Member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology & Environmental Management & NRW bat licence holder (Licence no: S088408/1) 
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• Moderate – A structure with one or more potential roost sites that could be used by bats due to their 

size, shelter, protection, conditions and surrounding habitat but unlikely to support a roost of high 

conservation status. 

• Low – A structure with one or more potential roost sites that could be used by individual bats 

opportunistically.  

• Negligible – Negligible habitat features on site likely to be used by roosting bats. 

 

2.7 Any evidence of use of the building or surroundings by other protected species such as nesting birds was also 

noted. 

 

 

Constraints 

2.8 Not all internal areas of the property were accessible. The layout of each of the units is exactly the same and it 

is therefore considered that a reasonable idea was gained of the potential for bat use and this is not considered 

to be a significant constraint on the survey conclusions.  
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3.0 RESULTS 
 

Desk Study 

3.1 Consultation with SEWBReC (search reference: 0212-398) confirmed that the property and it’s associated 

curtilage do not fall within or adjacent to a site designated for nature conservation. There are no sites designated 

for bats within the 10km search buffer.  

 

3.2 The data search returned a total of three hundred and twenty records for bats of at least nine species. The 

majority of these are for more common species such as Soprano pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus, and Common 

pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus. There are also records for Brown Long-eared bat, Lesser Horseshoe 

Rhinolophus hipposideros, Daubenton’s Myotis daubentonii, and Natterer’s  Myotis nattereri bat and Noctule 

Nyctalus noctula. There is a single record for rarer Greater horseshoe Rhinolophus ferrumequinum but at just 

over 2km from the site. 

 
3.3 There are several roost records within 1km of the site but most are for small, individual roosts and there are 

no records for roosts at the site itself.  

 

3.4 The data search returned a total six records for nesting birds for five different species. The species returned by 

the search;  Blue tit Cyanistes caeruleus, House martin Delichon urbicum, Great tit Parus major, House sparrow 

Passer domesticus and Herring Gull Larus argentatus have the potential to nest at the property.  

 
 

Building Inspection Survey 

3.5 A summary of the building features and inspection survey is provided in the following section with further detail 

including target notes and supporting photographs in Appendix II.  

 

3.6 The structure is a large 3-4 storey building shaped like a curved rectangle. There are commercial units on the 

lower floor and flats above. The walls are red brick with cavity with rendered external wall insulation. Window 

are UPVC and doors are metal and shutters on the commercial units.  

 

3.7 The roof is flat with bitumen felt present.  A section has previously been damaged and is currently weighted 

down to prevent it from blowing away.   

 
3.8 There is no loft space as the roof is flat and no discernible way for the bats to access the internal living spaces. 

The walls and ceilings of the flats are rendered and painted with no gaps. There are some hanging ceiling tiles 

in the commercial unit and some signs of water damage.   
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3.9 There are few features suitable to provide bat access around the structure and no evidence of bat presence 

was found internally or externally.  

 
 
4.0 LEGISLATION, POLICIES AND PLANS 
 

4.1 The following legislation and planning policy relating to nature conservation and biodiversity are considered of 

relevance to the area surveyed and to the proposed works at the site.   

 

Legislation Pertaining to the Protection of Bats 

4.2 Under Annex II of the Council Directive 92/43/EEC 1992 on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna 

and Flora (EC Habitats Directive) some bat species are listed as of Community Interest, the conservation of 

which requires designation of Special Areas of Conservation (SACs); Under Annex IV of the EC Habitats 

Directive all bat species are listed as of Community Interest, in need of strict protection. In England and Wales, 

the EC Habitats Directive has been transposed into law in 1994 and, following recent amendments is set out in 

the Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulation 2017 to give bats, their breeding sites and resting places a high 

level of strict protection making it an offence (subject to certain specific exceptions) to deliberately capture or 

kill/injure a bat, to damage or destroy a place used for shelter or protection or to deliberately disturb a bat in 

such a place.  Case Law has placed an onus on local planning authorities to satisfy ‘three tests’ under the Habitats 

Directive when determining applications that could affect European Protected Species.  Essentially, these three 

tests are: i) that there is no satisfactory alternative; ii) that the proposed development is in the over-riding public 

interest (including those of a social or economic nature) and iii) the proposed development would not adversely 

affect the Favourable Conservation Status (FCS) of the species locally. Even without the requirement for 

planning consent in this instance a licence will be required to undertake the works. To obtain the licence from 

Natural Resources Wales (NRW) the third test will need to be met which means appropriate measures will 

need to be in place to demonstrate how the works can be achieved without adversely affecting the FCS of the 

species present. 

 

4.3 Bats are also afforded protection within England and Wales under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended); Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000; Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006.  
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5.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Bats 

5.1 The daytime internal and external inspection found no evidence to suggest that the structure is used by bats.  

 

5.2 There were limited features that could be used and the structure is considered to have negligible potential for 

bats based on the criteria outlined in section 2.6.  

 
5.3 As no evidence of current or recent use of the building by roosting bats was identified, a licence will not be 

required to undertake the proposed works. There are therefore no timing or other implications for the 

proposal. The absence of bats is very difficult to prove, and many bat species are itinerant in nature and will 

often make use of multiple roosts during the course of the active months (typically April to October). In the 

unlikely event that a bat were discovered once works have begun, all work in the area will cease immediately 

and the project ecologist or Natural Resources Wales contacted for advice on how to proceed.  

 
5.4 Features that will encourage bats to use the property will be included in the proposal to create biodiversity 

enhancements. Four access points shall be incorporated along the ridge (Detail 4 in Appendix III) and four tile 

access points lower down the roof elevation, roughly at each corner of the roof (Detail 1 in Appendix III). 

Locations are also shown in Appendix III. Timbers will need to be either untreated or only with products 

approved by NRW (approved list at Appendix IV). The roofing felt used will to bitumen F1 Type.  

 
5.5 No trees with potential to support roosting bats will be impacted as a result of the proposal.  

 
Birds 
5.6 No evidence of current or previous nests were observed during the survey. It is therefore not considered 

appropriate to restrict the timings of work on this basis. Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) (as 

amended) all wild birds and their nests are protected against damage or destruction whilst in use or being built. 

Therefore if any active nests are found during the works then work must stop in the vicinity (5m) of the nest 

until such a time as the nest is no longer active. 

 

5.7 There will be an element of overhang for the new roof design creating a feature suitable for nesting birds like 

House martin. House martin were identified in the data search and are therefore present in the surrounding 

area making this a suitable option. Four double nest cups (i.e. 8 nests in total) will be fitted during the works 

and will be either the items shown in Appendix V or suitable alternative depending on availability. Artificial nests 

do not guarantee that birds will nest but often encourage birds to build their own (Gunnel at al. 2013). Nests 

will be placed in groups and on the north end of the structure (Appendix V). 
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APPENDIX I SITE LOCATION PLAN 
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APPENDIX II  INSPECTION REULTS 

Target Note General description/comment  

External   

1 

 
Red brick to first floor, no features present. Next element is render, no gaps under soffit. Roof 

felt bent over edge of roof with some very small gaps.  

2 

 
Felt over hang – some small gaps under. 
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Target Note General description/comment  

External   

3 

 
Damaged roof section. Black plastic laid and weighted down. 

4 Jackdaw perched on satellite support. 

5 

 
Occasional gap in mortar – all gaps quite low down the wall.  
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Target Note General description/comment  

External   

6 

 
Additional floor at this end. Rendered slabs of pebble dash over red brick. Generally in good 

order.   
7  

  
Small amount of ivy obscuring visual inspection. 

8 Broken vent - UPVC 

Internal  
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Target Note General description/comment  

External   

Flat 14 

 

 



 

Merthyr Valley Homes 
The Green Flats, Trefechan, Merthyr Tydfil 
Bat Survey Report 
E21104601 Doc 01 

Target Note General description/comment  

External   

Flat 15 
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Target Note General description/comment  

External   

Commercial 

Unit 
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APPENDIX III RECOMMENDED TILE FEATURES 
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https://www.specifiedby.com/traditional-clay-roof-tiles/bat-access-tile-set 
 
 
 

 
https://www.nhbs.com/bat-access-tile-set  
 
 
 

 
https://www.tudorrooftiles.co.uk/bat.html 
 
 

 
  



Tile access – Detail 1 

Ridge access – Details 4
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APPENDIX IV APPROVED TIMBER TREATMENTS 
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APPENDIX V NESTING PROVISION 

 

 

 

https://www.arkwildlife.co.uk/product/house-martin-nest-box-
bowl/?gclid=CjwKCAjw7fuJBhBdEiwA2lLMYVl1GVLiTSam3ydjmXZIZMjCacQqK5GncvEyxY5hzu_Gv_N2mAC
nCxoCZ9oQAvD_BwE 
 

https://www.arkwildlife.co.uk/product/house-martin-nest-box-bowl/?gclid=CjwKCAjw7fuJBhBdEiwA2lLMYVl1GVLiTSam3ydjmXZIZMjCacQqK5GncvEyxY5hzu_Gv_N2mACnCxoCZ9oQAvD_BwE
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