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EXECTUTIVE SUMMARY

Wardell Armstrong LLP (WA) was commissioned by Corona Vulcan Merthyr Limited to
undertake a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) in connection with an application for an
extension of time on the planning consent of an area of land in Cyfarthfa Retail Park, Merthyr
Tydfil.

WA carried out a UK Habitat (UKHab) Classification Survey of the Site on 26%™ January 2024.
The habitats identified on Site were neutral grassland, dense scrub, and built features. The

neutral grassland and dense scrub in the Site had been previously mown to ground level.

The following conservation sites, habitats, and species (receptors) have been evaluated as
being subject to potential adverse effects in the absence of mitigation and/or further survey

or assessment:!:

e Bats;

e Birds;

e Common reptiles; and

e |nvasive non-native species.

Pre-construction checks have been recommended as necessary:

e Pre-construction checks for breeding birds; and
e Pre-construction checks for reptiles.

Mitigation? and compensation® are discussed in section 4 of the report but include the

following:

e Sensitive lighting strategy for bats.

e Vegetation clearance undertaken outside of the bird nesting season, or an
inspection carried out by an appropriately qualified ecologist.

e Provision of bat and bird boxes in suitable locations.

1 Note: the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Report provides an overview of likely effects and therefore may not
be sufficient to support a planning application on its own. Specialist surveys may be required to fully investigate
effects and/or to support an Ecological Impact Assessment (EclA).

2 Mitigation are measures required in order to reduce the severity and magnitude of identified effects to an
acceptable level.

3 Compensation is required where effects cannot be fully mitigated.

CA13008/Final/V2.0
FEBRUARY 2024
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Opportunities for ecological enhancements are set out in section 5 of this report. This includes
suitable native planting to be included in the landscape scheme and provision of bat boxes,
bird nest boxes, loggery for insects and hibernaculum habitats for the benefit of common
reptiles, hedgehogs. In conclusion, it is considered that there are no significant ecological
constraints to the development. With appropriate mitigation measures the ecological

receptors identified in this report would not be adversely affected by the development.

This report is valid for 18 months from the date the habitat survey was undertaken.

CA13008/Final/V2.0
FEBRUARY 2024
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1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Terms of Reference

1.1.1 Wardell Armstrong LLP (WA) was commissioned by Corona Vulcan Merthyr Limited to
undertake a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) in connection with an application
for an extension of time (application reference P/23/0254) on the planning permission
P/18/0399 of an area of land in Cyfarthfa Retail Park, Merthyr Tydfil, CF48 1HY
(hereafter referred to as the ‘Site’). The Site is approximately 0.18ha and is centred on
approximate National Grid Reference (NGR) SO 03971 06384.

1.1.2 This report has been produced with reference to current guidelines for UK Habitat
(UKHAB) Classification V2.0 (Butcher et al., 2023%), Guidelines for Preliminary
Ecological Appraisal (CIEEM 2017°) and Biodiversity — Code of Practice for Planning
and Development (BSI 2013°).

1.2 Scope of Report
1.2.1 The purpose of the PEA Report (PEAR) is in broad terms to undertake the following:

° Identify and report to the project team the likely ecological constraints
associated with a project, such that the site design can adequately take

account of ecological features;

° identify any mitigation measures likely to be required, following the ‘Mitigation

Hierarchy’’;

° identify any additional surveys that may be required to inform an Ecological

Impact Assessment (EclA); and

° Identify the opportunities offered by a project to deliver ecological

enhancement.

1.2.2 Certain species, habitats and nature conservation sites receive legislative protection
which is detailed fully within Appendix 1. Other species/groups and habitats are
notable due to their identification in national and/or local planning policy or via local

records. An indicative assessment of potential adverse effects to such receptors is

4 UKHab Ltd (2023). UK Habitat Classification Version 2.0 (at https://www.ukhab.org).
5 Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM 2017).

6 British Standard BS 42020:2013 (BSI 2013).

7 As defined in BS 42020:2013 (BSI 2013).

CA13008/Final/V2.0 Page 1
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provided, although this is not a substitute for full EclA (CIEEM 2018) which may be
required to fully inform any subsequent planning application along with additional

surveys and assessments.

1.2.3 Provisional mitigation and enhancement opportunities are also discussed, where
appropriate.

13 Background Information

1.3.1 An application for an extension of time (application reference P/23/0254) on the
planning permission P/18/0399 was submitted to Merthyr Tydfil County Borough
Council in October 2023. A response from Matt Davies, County Ecologist, was received
by the client requesting that the application is supported by a PEA.

1.4 Site Context

1.4.1 The Site is located to the immediate south of Cyfarthfa Retail Park in Merthyr Tydfil. It
covers a small area of land which is bordered to the north and east by the southern
access road of the retail park, to the south by the roundabout junction on
Heolgerrig/Aberdare Road which allows access to the Keir Hardie University Heath
Park, and to the west by a public footpath beyond which is a strip of planted native
woodland between the Site and the A470.

1.5 Description of Development

1.5.1 A drive thru unit specialising in coffee is proposed on the Site as an addition to
Cyfarthfa Retail Park. The proposed development will include a retail unit along with
a drive thru lane, car parking spaces, ornamental shrub and formal tree planting.
Access for vehicles will be provided from the southern Cyfarthfa Retail Park access
road.

CA13008/Final/V2.0 Page 2
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2 METHODOLOGY
2.1 Desk Study

2.1.1 The desk study was informed by review of existing available information provided by

2.1.2

2.1.3

2.2

2.2.1

2.2.2

2.2.3

South East Wales Biodiversity Records Centre (SEWBReC) and from available internet-
based resources for a 2km search radius from the central grid reference point of the
Site (NGR SO 03971 06384). Ordnance Survey (OS) and satellite mapping was also used

to gain contextual habitat information.
Specific information was sought for:

o Statutory designated sites;

e Locally designated sites;

e Ancient Woodland?;

e Protected and priority species;

e Priority (S.7) Habitats and Species®;

e Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) priority habitats and species'®.

The ecological desk study was carried out by a competent ecologist who is a qualifying
member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management

(CIEEM) and has completed numerous ecological desk studies.
Extended UKHab Classification Survey

WA carried out a UK Habitat (UKHab) Classification Survey of the Site on 26% January

2024. The survey was carried out by an experienced WA ecologist.

The survey followed the ‘UK Habitat Classification V2.0’ (Butcher et al.,, 2023)
methodology with each of the main habitats classified according to the relevant

criteria including vegetation composition expressed according to the DAFOR!! system.

In addition to the mapping and description of habitats, the survey was ‘extended’ to
include the incidental observations of protected and/or notable species and the

potential for such species to occur on Site (and in the surrounding landscape where

8 As defined by Natural Resources Wales in their Inventory of Ancient Woodlands At:

Ancient Woodland Inventory 2021 | DataMapWales (gov.wales)

9 Species or habitats of principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity listed on Section 7 (S.7) of the
Environment (Wales) Act 2016

10 https://www.merthyr.gov.uk/media/5685/merthyr-tydfil-nature-recovery-action-plan-2019.pdf

1D = dominant, A = abundant, F = frequent, O = occasional, R = Rare

CA13008/Final/V2.0 Page 3
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2.2.4

2.2.5

2.3

23.1

2.3.2

2.3.3

relevant) were also recorded onto secure digital media for mapping and data

collection. The extended element of the survey was based on professional judgement.

Specific habitat features are mapped on Drawing Number CA13008-002 (UKHab
Survey Plan) with appropriate reference numbers identifying features of particular

note.

Where accessible, the planted native woodlands within a 30m radius around the Site
were checked for signs of badger activity. Inaccessible areas of woodland, which

buffer the A470, were inspected from the boundaries.
Evaluation and Assessment of Features

Evaluation of the importance / likely importance of ecological features and the
likelihood of impacts affecting important features was made, where possible, using

professional judgement in accordance with published guidance (CIEEM 2017).

Protected and s.7 species were evaluated in order to identify potential adverse effects

in Table 3, based on the following criteria:

e Desk study records;

e Evidence found during the survey;

e Presence, extent, quality and viability of suitable on-site habitat;
e Ecological connectivity to viable off-site habitats; and

e Perceived impacts of habitat loss/impact to individuals in relation to proposals.

A ‘traffic light’ system is used in Tables 1, 2 and 3 to highlight potential constraints and

opportunities whereby:

o -: No constraint or limited constraint unlikely to be of planning and/or

legal significance.

e Yellow: Potential constraints which require further survey and/or mitigation
and may be of planning and/or legal significance depending on the outcome of

further survey/assessment.

° -: Constraints which have already been identified by the PEA survey/desk-

based assessment and are likely to be of planning and/or legal significance.

CA13008/Final/V2.0 Page 4
FEBRUARY 2024
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2.4

241

2.5

251

25.2

2.5.3

254

Nomenclature

Vascular plant names follow ‘New Flora of the British Isles’ (Stace 2019) with
vernacular names as provided in the Botanical Society of the British Isles website (BSBI,
2013)*2. All other flora and fauna names following the National Biodiversity Network
(NBN) Atlas (NBN Atlas Partnership, 2021). The common and scientific name of
species/taxa is provided (if available) when first mentioned in the text, with only the

vernacular name referred to thereafter.
Limitations / Deviations

Ecological surveys are limited by factors that affect the presence of plants and animals
such as time of year, weather, migration patterns and behaviour. The survey was
undertaken in January which is outside the optimum recommended time for habitat
surveys (April to August) and therefore survey data may not be representative of other
times of the year. However, a UKHab survey at this time of year can still provide useful
data on broad habitat types and highlight potential constraints. The report is not

designed, nor is it required to present a complete inventory of flora/fauna.

The absence of desk study records is not relied upon to determine absence of a
particular species/habitat. Often, the absence of records is a result of under-recording
within the given search area and as such the experience of the ecologist concerned
together with a range of additional factors, in particular the presence/absence of
potentially supporting habitat; is used to infer likely presence/absence of ecological

receptors.

A number of ornamental plant species were present within the Site. These have been
identified to species level where possible; however, owing to the large number of
horticultural varieties some plants could not be identified. Ornamental plants may be
of value to wildlife; however, none are characterised as rare or notable from a native
biodiversity conservation perspective. Thus, this limitation does not affect the overall

conclusions of this appraisal.

The vegetation on Site had been strimmed to ground level prior to the UKHab survey
which reduced the ability to identify some plant species on Site. However, overall it
was possible to identify the broad habitat types within the Site and make an

assessment of their likelihood to support ecological receptors.

12 http://rbg-web2.rbge.org.uk/BSBI/intro.php

CA13008/Final/V2.0 Page 5
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2.6 Quality Assurance & Environmental Management

2.6.1 The surveys and assessments have been overseen by and the report checked and
verified by a full member of CIEEM, who is bound by its code of professional conduct.
All surveys and assessments have been undertaken with reference to the
recommendations given in British Standard BS 42020, and as stated within specialist

guidance, as appropriate and referenced separately.

CA13008/Final/V2.0 Page 6
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3 RESULTS AND EVALUATION
3.1 Statutory and Non-Statutory Designated Sites
3.1.1 Desk study results for designated sites are evaluated in Table 1, below.

3.1.2 Designated sites which are considered potentially sensitive to the development
proposals by virtue of their supported species or habitat assemblages, the
distance/ecological connectivity to the Site and the nature of the perceived impacts

are discussed in detail in the final sections of the report.

3.1.3 Designations for which potential adverse effects are not anticipated are excluded from

further assessment.

CA13008/Final/V2.0 Page 7
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Table 1: Designated Sites Evaluation

Site Name

and Status??

Distance and

direction from Site

Reason for Designation/identification

Cwm Glo a
Glyndyrys
SSSI

Approximately
0.3km south of the
Site.

Extensive areas of marshy grassland, species-rich neutral grassland
and acid grassland, and for the association of these habitats with
others including woodland and heath. It is also of special interest
for its outstandingly diverse assemblage of grassland fungi,
including 32 species of waxcap Hygrocybe spp, making it one of the

best sites in Britain.

Cwm Taf
Fechan
Woodlands
SSSI, LNR

Approximately
1.2km north of the
Site.

Where the partially wooded valley of the Taf Fechan crosses the
north crop Carboniferous Limestone. Mixed deciduous woodlands
cover steep slopes and spoil from quarries with one of the few
Glamorgan stations for Gymnocarpium robertianum. There are
interesting plant communities in flushes around tufa springs and

luxuriant growths of bryophytes in the splash zone of the river.

Cwm Glo
SINC

Approximately
0.2km south of the
Site.

The SINC contains the Cwm Glo a Glyndyrus SSSI which is of
international significance for grassland fungi. Extensive areas of
marshy grassland, species rich neutral grassland and acid grassland
alongside woodland and heath supporting an impressive variety of
protected, rare and uncommon species including marsh fritillary
butterfly (Euphydryas aurinia), Great Crested Newt (Triturus
cristatus), big blue pinkgill (Entoloma bloxamii) and olive

earthtonge (Microglossum olivaceum).

Potential Constraints

13 SPA — Specially Protected Area, SAC — Special Area for Conservation, Ramsar — site designated under the Ramsar Convention, SSSI — Site of Special Scientific Interest,

NNR — National Nature Reserve, LNR — Local Nature Reserve.

CA13008/Final/V2.0
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Table 1: Designated Sites Evaluation

Site Name

and Status??

Distance and

direction from Site

Reason for Designation/identification

Cwm Taf
Fechan SINC

Approximately
0.3km north of the
Site.

The SINC contains Cwm Taf Fechan SSSI. The limestone geology
gives rise to limestone woodlands, species-rich calcareous
grasslands, species-rich neutral grasslands, and calcareous scrub.
Many species of interest have been recorded from the woodlands
which are the designated feature of the SSSI. The neutral and
calcareous grasslands of the valley slopes and bottom are typically
species-rich. Otter Lutra lutra ranges along the Afon Taf Fechan,
which also supports a range of native fish species including salmon
Salmo salar. Nationally rare and scarce invertebrate and bryophyte

species have been recorded from the SSSI.

Cwm Taf

Approximately
0.4km north of the
Site.

Linear series of fields between the Afon Taf Fawr and the A470, also
containing areas of semi-natural woodland and a revegetated
limestone slag tip from the former Cyfarthfa Ironworks as well as
smaller areas of semi-improved acid grassland, scrub, bracken
slopes and dry heathland. The fields are a mosaic of damp and dry
neutral grasslands with species-rich areas. The woodlands are
variable in character, including areas of wet willow Salix sp.
woodland, acid oak Quercus sp. woodland and some base rich ash
Fraxinus sp. woodland near the calcareous tip. The thin soils on the

tip plateau support a unique type of calcareous grassland.

Fields & Cefn
Coed Tip
SINC
Afon Taf
SINC

Approximately
0.4km northeast of
the Site.

The major river in the County Borough. Includes areas of bankside
habitats, particularly towards the south where the river corridor is
less industrialised than further north. Associated habitats are
chiefly semi-natural woodland, including areas of ancient semi-

natural woodland and linear wet woodlands. There are also

Potential Constraints

CA13008/Final/V2.0
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Table 1: Designated Sites Evaluation

Site Name

and Status??

Distance and

direction from Site

Reason for Designation/identification

numerous neutral grasslands, scrub patches and bracken stands, as
well as small areas of marshy grassland and tall herb vegetation.
Notable features of the river course include cobble banks which
support localised plants. Otter occurs throughout the length of the
river which is known to be of value to a wide variety of birds, fish,

bats and reptiles.

Cwm Taf
Fawr SINC

Approximately
0.8km  northwest
of the Site.

Section of major river tributary of the Afon Taf. The river extends
into Brecon Beacons National Park to the north. Includes adjacent
woodlands, which are relatively undisturbed in the upper reaches
and more urban in character further downstream. The upper
reaches in particular are of high ecological value, comprising
limestone gorge woodland with a rich ground flora. Numerous rare
plant species occur here. Further south the riverside woodland is
more acid in character, but nevertheless supports a relatively
diverse ground. The site also includes some adjacent areas of
species-rich calcareous, neutral and acid grasslands. The calcareous
grasslands in particular support numerous species which are scarce
in the County Borough. Otter ranges along the Afon Taf Fechan,

which also supports a range of native fish species including salmon.

Cyfarthfa
Park SINC

Approximately
0.9km northeast of
the Site.

Part of an area of mainly ornamental parkland within Merthyr
Tydfil. The SINC includes semi-natural woodland and several
enclosures of neutral grassland in the eastern half of the park. Also
includes small areas of plantation woodland and scrub and several

woodland ponds.

Potential Constraints

CA13008/Final/V2.0
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Table 1: Designated Sites Evaluation

Site Name

and Status??

Distance and

direction from Site

Reason for Designation/identification

Rhydycar
West SINC

Approximately
1.0km south of the
Site.

Very extensive mosaic of ffridd enclosures supporting complex of
semi-upland and lowland habitats, partly contained within conifer
plantation. Main components are ancient semi-natural woodland
fragments, other semi-natural woodlands, wet heathland, dry
heathland, marshy grassland and semi-improved neutral
grasslands. Also, there are some bracken slopes, scrub, small ponds,
streams and sections of dismantled railway. There are areas of
semi-improved acid grasslands to the south especially. The habitats
intergrade to form a complex mosaic and may therefore also
include some small areas of improved or low diversity semi-
improved grassland, but any such areas are a very minor
component. Great crested newt occurs in small pools; noctule
Nyctalus noctula and pipstrelle bats have both been recorded.
Nationally rare and scarce invertebrates are varied and common

throughout the area.

Winchfawr
East &
Clwydyfagwr
SINC

Approximately
1.1km west of the
Site.

Semi-upland area of spoil mounds supporting a mosaic of dry
heathland and acid grassland, along with marshy grassland and acid
flushes in depressions and areas of neutral grassland. The eastern
part of the site supports areas of species-rich marshy grassland and
wet heath, along with a series of ponds along a small stream and

areas of scrub.

Gellideg
North Fields
SINC

Approximately
1.2km northwest
of the Site.

Series of fields containing species-rich rhos pastures, acid
grasslands, marshy grasslands, neutral grasslands and areas of
bracken, together with scattered mature trees and sections of dry

acid oak woodland and wet alder Alnus glutinosa woodland

Potential Constraints
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Table 1: Designated Sites Evaluation

Site Name

and Status??

Distance and

direction from Site

Reason for Designation/identification

alongside a small stream. The grasslands support a wide range of

regionally scarce insect species.

Gethin
Forest SINC

Approximately
1.3km southwest
of the Site.

Mosaic of upland and semi upland habitats comprising conifer
plantation, semi natural broadleaved, wet and replanted ancient
woodland, heathland, acid grassland, water courses, standing open
water, flushes and supporting scrub, neutral grassland and fridd.
The whole site qualifies as a candidate SINC for its mosaic of

habitats, which support a diverse range of flora and fauna.

Winchfawr
West SINC

Approximately
1.4km west of the
Site.

Very extensive area of mostly upland habitats, comprising a
complex mosaic of moorland and ffridd habitats on the eastern
slopes of the Bryn y Gwyddel/Bryn y Badell/Mynydd Aberdar hill
system. The wet and dry heathlands are of particular note; these
are partly developed on old colliery spoil tips and are the most
extensive heathlands in the County Borough. Other habitats of note
include marshy grasslands and unimproved acid grasslands, acid
flushes and grassheaths. Outlying areas support semi-improved
acid and neutral grasslands and scrub. Numerous ponds are present
supporting a small population of Great Crested Newts, along with
small streams and some sections of outcropping sandstone.
Extremely diverse series of habitats supporting many species of

interest.

Cwm Ffrwd
SINC

Approximately
1.4km northwest
of the Site.

Valley habitats along the Nant Ffrwd, a large stream draining from
the uplands in a largely unmodified course, passing through narrow
gorges in places. The woodlands have a rich ground flora supporting

many ancient woodland indicator species. Regionally rare plant

Potential Constraints
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Table 1: Designated Sites Evaluation

Site Name

and Status??

Distance and

direction from Site

Reason for Designation/identification

species frequent the steep woodlands, several nationally scarce

bryophytes and lichens have also been recorded.

Approximately
1.4km southwest
of the Site.

Series of species-rich semi-improved neutral grassland enclosures
surrounded by a large conifer plantation. Also contains small areas

of acid and marshy grassland and some scattered scrub and hedges.

Approximately
1.5km north of the
Site.

Area of fridd habitats dominated by bracken with patches of
unimproved acid grassland and dry heathland, particularly around
gritstone outcrops. An area of species rich damp neutral and
marshy grassland to the west and some wet willow woodland exists
to the south. Other habitats include scrub and boulder scree.
Associated with the habitats of Cwm Taf Fechan SSSI/SINC to the
north, but separated from these by the A465 Heads of the Valleys
Road. Regionally rare plant species frequent the woodlands. The
damp neutral and marshy grasslands support the regionally scarce

plants.

Blaencanaid
SINC

Y Graig SINC
Coed Meirig
Pastures
SINC

Approximately
1.8km northwest
of the Site.

Small group of horse-grazed fields supporting a mosaic of marshy
grassland and semi-improved acid grassland. The marshy areas are
mostly species-rich with bordering rush pastures. An area of fen
meadow in the east of the site supports the regionally scarce plants.
There are also small areas of species-rich neutral grassland and
bramble scrub. Mature broadleaved trees are present along field

boundaries and several small streams cross the site.

Potential Constraints
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3.2 Habitats

3.2.1 All habitats within the Site are described in Table 2, below, together with an indication
of their s.7 status and status and reference within the Merthyr Tydfil County Borough
Council Nature Recovery Action Plan (2019-2024)%.

3.2.2 Habitats which could be subject to adverse effects (yellow or red) are discussed in the
latter sections of the report. Habitats for which potential adverse effects are not
anticipated are excluded from further assessment. The location and extent of habitats
are shown on Drawing Number CA13008-002 (UKHab Survey Plan).

3.2.3 Areview of OS data has identified 11 waterbodies within 500m of the Site, as shown
on Drawing Number CA13008-003 (Waterbody Location Plan).

14 www.merthyr.gov.uk/media/5685/merthyr-tydfil-nature-recovery-action-plan-2019.pdf
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Table 2: Habitat Descriptions and Evaluation

Habitat Description

UK Hab

Classification

Photograph

Local
BAP/s.7

Potential Constraints

Neutral grassland
Central grassland

The grassland and scrub within the
perimeter fence of the Site has
been previously strimmed to
ground level. Species’ indicative of
neutral grassland are present, and
the remains of a bramble
scrub/grassland mosaic were
visible. Piles of vegetation are
scattered across this area which

are

Species include, but not limited to:
perennial rye-grass Lolium perenne
(D), crane’s-bill Geranium sp. (0),
clover Trifolium sp. (F), yarrow
Achillea millefolium (0), broad-
leaved dock Rumex obtusifolius (F),
dandelion Taraxacum sp. (F),
buddleja Buddleja davidii (O),

mullien Verbascum sp. (R), charlock

Primary Code
Neutral grassland

(3).

Secondary Codes
Scattered scrub

(10)

Scattered trees (11)
Bare ground (73)
Mown (106)
Invasive non-native

species (524)

X
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Table 2: Habitat Descriptions and Evaluation

Habitat Description UK Hab Photograph Local Potential Constraints
Classification BAP/s.7

Sinapis arvensis (0), and ox eye

daisy Leucanthemum vulgare (O).

Neutral grassland that has signs of
being mown more regularly
surrounds the site, outside of the

perimeter fence.

Surrounding grassland

Two non-native species, buddleja
Buddleja davidii (F) and box
honeysuckle Lonicera nitida (F),
were present within the road verge
on the east boundary of the Site.
Neither of these are listed on
Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (WCA9). A
stand of gorse Ulex sp. is present in
the south of the Site.

Species here are similar but with

the addition of silver birch Betula

pendula (cut to ground level) (O),

CA13008/Final/V2.0 Page 16
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Table 2: Habitat Descriptions and Evaluation

Habitat Description UK Hab

Classification

Photograph

Local
BAP/s.7

ash Fraxinus sp. (cut to ground
level) (O), gorse (R), and box

honeysuckle (non-native) (F).

Potential Constraints
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Habitat Description UK Hab Photograph Local Potential Constraints
Classification BAP/s.7
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Table 2: Habitat Descriptions and Evaluation

Habitat Description UK Hab Photograph Local Potential Constraints
Classification BAP/s.7

Dense Scrub Primary Code 7 X

Patches of dense scrub were | Dense scrub (h3)

previously scattered around the Site

prior to it removed. The remains of | Secondary Code

the scrub are distinguishable from | Mown (106)

the neutral grassland. Invasive non-native
species (524)

The non-native plant cherry laurel

Prunus laurocerasus was identified

within this habitat near to the road.

This species is not listed under

WCADS.

Species include but are not limited

to: dogwood Cornus sanguinea (F),

buddleia (F), bramble Rubus sp. (D),

ivy Hedera sp. (F), broad-leaved

dock (F), and cherry laurel (R).
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Table 2: Habitat Descriptions and Evaluation

Habitat Description

UK Hab

Classification

Built features
The built features within the Site
comprise fences and the retail park

entrance sign.

The fence runs around the whole
Site and is set in from the redline
site boundary. It has fallen to the
ground along the northeast

boundary.

The retail park entrance sign stands
within the northwest of the Site.
The structure was checked for bat
roosing features, but none were
identified.

Primary code
Built features (ule)

Secondary codes
Fence (612)

Photograph

Local Potential Constraints

BAP/s.7
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3.3 Species

3.3.1 Protected and s.7 species are evaluated in order to identify potential adverse effects

in Table 3 below, based on the following criteria:

e Desk study records;

e Evidence found during the survey;

e Presence, extent, quality, and viability of supporting on-site habitat;
e Ecological connectivity to viable off-site habitats; and

e Perceived impacts of habitat loss/impact to individuals in relation to proposals.

3.3.2 Species for which adverse effects are predicted (yellow or red) are discussed in more
detail in the Discussion and Recommendations section. Species/taxa for which
potential adverse effects are not anticipated (green) are excluded from further

assessment.
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Table 3: Protected and Notable Species Evaluation

Receptor Desk Study records Status'® | Supporting Habitat(s)Present Potential Constraints
(species/taxa)
Badger v'16 3 badger records within 2km | BA No signs of badger activity were
Meles meles in the past 10 years, all from observed on Site or in the woodlands
2022. Closest record is 1.1km within 30m of the Site.

northwest of the Site.

Bats 47 bat records within 2km in the | EPS, No trees or buildings with bat roost | Possible — Commuting corridors for bats may be
Chiroptera past 10 years. Species include: WCA, potential on or adjacent to the Site. | indirectly impacted by the proposed development.
Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus s.7, The trees adjacent to the Site may be
pipistrellus used by commuting and foraging bats
Soprano Pipistrelle Pipistrellus which are moving between the linear
pygmaeus areas of woodland nearby.

Greater Horseshoe
Rhinolophus ferrumequinum
Lesser Horseshoe

Rhinolophus hipposideros

The closest roost record is of a
soprano pipistrelle roost
approximately 1km east of the
Site.

15 EPS — European Protected Species, WCA — Wildlife and Countryside Act, WCA (9) — species listed under Schedule 9, A1 — Annex 1 (Birds Directive), BA — Protection of
Badgers Act, s.7 — species listed under Section 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act as species of principal importance, BoCC — Birds of Conservation Concern.

16 Locations of badger activity are confidential due to the sensitivity of this species
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Table 3: Protected and Notable Species Evaluation

Receptor Desk Study records Status'® | Supporting Habitat(s)Present Potential Constraints

(species/taxa)

Birds A wide range of BoCC and Red | s.7, Foraging and breeding habitat in | Possible —Potential breeding habitat may be disturbed by
List species and WCA Schedule | WCA habitats around the periphery of the | proposals.
listed species including: BoCC Site.

Peregrine Falco A great tit and a robin were observed
peregrinus using the planted broadleaved
Redwing Turdus iliacus . . .
woodland immediately adjacent to the
Red kite Milvus milvus .
southeast of the Site.
Hobby Falco
subbuteo
Crossbill Loxia
curvirostra
Goshawk Accipiter
gentilis

Brown hare None s.7 This species favours open expanses of

Lepus europaeus pastoral farmland and therefore is

unlikely to utilise the habitats on Site.

European hedgehog 18 records within 2km in the past | s.7 The Site previously provided suitable

Erinaceus europaeus | 10 years.

habitat for European hedgehog,
however, it has now been cleared and
is therefore unlikely to provide
sufficient cover for

commuting/foraging.
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Table 3: Protected and Notable Species Evaluation

Receptor Desk Study records Status'® | Supporting Habitat(s)Present Potential Constraints
(species/taxa)
Great crested newt 3 records within 2km in the past | EPS, No waterbodies (WBs) on Site. 11 WBs
Triturus cristatus 10 vyears. The closest was | WCA, are located within 500m of the Site, the
recorded in 2021 approximately | s.7 closest is approximately 100m south of
1.3km south of the Site. the Site.
Common toad 3 records within 2km in the past | s.7 None
Bufo bufo 10 vyears. The closest was

recorded in 2021 approximately
1.1km north of the Site.
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Table 3: Protected and Notable Species Evaluation

Receptor Desk Study records Status'® | Supporting Habitat(s)Present Potential Constraints

(species/taxa)

Common Reptiles 5 records within 2km in the past | WCA, Grassland, scrub and woodland edge. None expected if sward height is maintained at ground
10 years. Species include: | s.7 level to discourage reptiles from using the Site.
common lizard Zootoca vivipara, If habitats are allowed to re-grow, in the absence of
and slow worm Anguis fragilis. mitigation, the clearance of suitable habitats could result
The closest record was of a slow in incidental harm to reptiles.
worm 1.2km north of the Site.

Hazel dormouse No records. EPS, None.

Muscardinus WCA,

avellanarius s.7

Invertebrates Numerous records within 2km in | s.7, Grassland, scrub and woodland.

(Protected and the past 10 vyears. Species | LBAP

notable species)

include, but are not limited to:

White-tailed Bombus
Bumblebee lucorum
(LBAP)
Small Phoenix Ecliptopera
silaceata
Dingy Skipper  Erynnis tages
Small Blue Cupido
minimus
Common Sympetrum
Darter striolatum
Small Garden Bombus
Bumble Bee hortorum
Buff-tailed Andrena
Mining Bee humilis
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Table 3: Protected and Notable Species Evaluation

Receptor Desk Study records Status'® | Supporting Habitat(s)Present
(species/taxa)
Early Bombus
Bumblebee pratorum
Heath Bombus
Bumblebee jonellus
Common Bombus
Carder Bee pascuorum
Red-tailed Bombus
Bumblebee lapidarius
Marsh Euphydryas
Fritillary aurinia
Holly Blue Celastrina
argiolus
Otter 4 records within 2km in the past | EPS, None.
Lutra lutra 10 years WCA,
s.7
Water vole No records. WCA, None.
Arvicola amphibia s.7
White-clawed No records. EPS, None.
crayfish WCA,
Austropotamobius s.7
pallipes
Protected and | Yes — vascular plant species | WCA, Protected plant species could be
notable plant species | recorded within 2km of the Site | s.7, potentially present on the Site, but
in the last 10 years, including but | LBAP none were observed during the UKHab

not limited to:

survey.

Potential Constraints
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Table 3: Protected and Notable Species Evaluation

Receptor Desk Study records Status'® | Supporting Habitat(s)Present
(species/taxa)
Viper's- Echium vulgare
bugloss (LBAP)
Great Burnet Sanguisorba
officinalis
Annual Beard- Polypogon
grass monspeliensis
Hairy Erophila
Whitlowgrass  majuscula
Oak Fern Gymnocarpiu
m dryopteris
Lesser Scutellaria
Skullcap minor
Bee Orchid Ophrys apifera
Smith's Lepidium
Pepperwort heterophyllum
Bluebell Hyacinthoides
non-scripta
Smooth Alchemilla
Lady's-mantle  glabra
Invasive non-native | Numerous INNS were recorded WCA (9) | No WCA (9) species were observed on

species (INNS)

within 2km of the Site in the past

10 years. The closest was

Japanese knotweed Reynoutria

japonica recorded 64m
northwest of the Site in 2021.

the Site during the UKHab survey.

Potential Constraints

Three non-native species that are not listed on the WCA
(9) were observed on Site. These were buddleia, box
honeysuckle, and cherry laurel. Measures should be put
in place to prevent the spread of these species into the

wider environment during vegetation removal.
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4

4.1

41.1

4.1.2

4.2

42.1

4.2.2

4.2.3

42.4

DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Sensitive Receptors

The following conservation sites, habitats, and species (receptors) have been
evaluated as being subject to potential adverse effects and hence can be constraints

to the proposals:

e Bats;

e Birds;

e Common reptiles; and

e |nvasive non-native species.

The nature of potential effects, requirements for further surveys and proposed

mitigation/compensation are discussed below for each of the identified receptors.
Protected Species
Bats

Bats are likely to be using the surrounding areas of woodland for commuting. The

linear nature of the planted native woodland is suitable habitat for commuting bats.

The proposed development has the potential to impact bats foraging and commuting
along the adjacent woodland through artificial lighting. It is recommended that a
sensitive lighting scheme is implemented during construction. Light spill should be

directed away from the off-site areas of woodland.

Permanent lighting introduced as part of the development should be designed with
input from an ecologist and with reference to the IJP and BCT Guidelines on Bats and
Artificial Lighting (IJP & BCT, 2023). A sensitive lighting scheme will be required to
ensure habitats created/retained for biodiversity are not indirectly degraded by light
pollution and maintain dark foraging /commuting corridors for wildlife including bat

species sensitive to artificial light.

Providing that impacts on foraging/commuting bats are avoided through the
protection of the off-site broadleaved woodland areas and the implementation of a

sensitive lighting strategy then bat activity surveys are not considered to be required.
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4.2.5

4.2.6

4.2.7

4.2.8

4.2.9

4.2.10

4.2.11

Birds

Breeding and foraging habitat for birds is located within and adjacent to the Site

including the planted native woodland and scrub.

The small area of planted native woodland immediately to the southeast of the Site
provides potential breeding and foraging habitat which may be disturbed by the
proposed development. Construction works in close proximity to breeding birds could

cause disturbance and lead to abandonment of nests / young.

Work should be undertaken outside of bird breeding season (March to August,
inclusive). If this is not possible, then these trees should be checked by a suitably
qualified ecologist 48 hours in advance of any affecting works for the presence of
occupied nests. Any subsequent advice provided by the ecologist, as to how to accord

with legislation, should be followed.
Common Reptiles

If allowed to regrow, the areas of dense scrub and neutral grassland on Site could have
potential to support common reptiles. These habitats should be maintained at ground
level to discourage common reptiles from moving into the Site in the period leading

up to the construction works.

Any debris present within the Site, which could be used by reptiles as refuges, should
be removed. The removal of debris should be undertaken before reptiles start to
hibernate in late September or after reptiles emerge from hibernation in March and

April.

Prior to the removal of the piles of vegetation on Site, they should be checked by a
suitable qualified Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) for the presence of common
reptiles. The ECoW will thoroughly hand search vegetation immediately prior to its

removal.
Invasive non-native species

The removal of invasive non-native plant species from the Site, namely cherry laurel,
box honeysuckle, and buddleia, should be carried out with care to prevent the spread
of these species into the wider environment. These species are not listed as part of

W(CA (9) and are therefore not a constraint to the proposed development.
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4.3 General Recommendations

4.3.1 |If the Site boundary alters and any other habitats are identified to be lost or affected
by the development, then further surveys for habitats and protected species may be

required.

4.3.2 Night-time work should be avoided whenever possible to limit the potential for

disturbance to nocturnal animals.

4.3.3 Excavations should be covered overnight to prevent small mammals from falling in
and getting trapped. Alternatively, a means of escape from excavations should be
provided.
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5 NET BENEFITS FOR BIODIVERSITY

5.1 Biodiversity Enhancements

5.1.1 In accordance with the requirements of the Planning Policy Wales (2021) and BSI
42020:2013, ecological enhancements should be proposed which will result in a net
benefit for biodiversity.

5.1.2 The proposed landscape design (as shown on the Landscape Plan produced by The
Urbanists (Softworks Drawing 001 Rev B) provided in Appendix 2) intends to
reinforce/strengthen the ‘woodland’ character of the Site, enhance the approach into
the retail park with formal tree planting and ornamental shrub/groundcover planting,
and provide a native hedgerow along the southern and western edges of the Site. It is
recommended that, along with the native hedgerow planting, the formal tree and
ornamental shrub/groundcover planting should consist of native species.

5.1.3 Evergreen shrub planting has been proposed to screen/soften views of retaining walls
in prominent locations, particularly along the southern edge of the car park. It is
recommended that these should comprise native species.

5.1.4 Itisrecommended that bat and bird boxes are provided as an enhancement measure.
These should be installed away from any light spill from the development.

5.1.5 The installation of hibernacula, woodpiles / loggeries and bug hotels would benefit
invertebrates, common reptiles and hedgehogs. These are relatively cost effective and
would increase the net benefits for biodiversity.
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6 CONCLUSION

6.1.1 Inconclusion, it is considered that there are no significant ecological constraints to the
development. With the above detailed appropriate mitigation measures, the

ecological receptors identified in this report would not be adversely affected.
6.2 Report Validity

6.2.1 In general, this report remains valid for a period of 18 months following the date of

the habitat survey.

6.2.2 If the Site boundary or layout is subsequently modified and any other habitats are
identified to be lost or affected by the development, then further surveys for habitats

and protected species may be required.
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APPENDIX 1: LEGISLATION AND POLICY SUMMARY

Appendix 1: Legislation and Policy Summary

Legislation for Designated Sites

Designated Site Status

Ramsar Sites Ramsar Sites are wetlands of international importance designated
following the Ramsar Convention. RAMSAR sites have the same
level of protection as SACs and SPAs under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

SPA (Special SPAs seek to protect the habitats of rare and vulnerable European
Protection Areas) and UK birds. The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)
and the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as
amended) protect such sites in the UK.

SAC (Special Areas SACs are strictly protected areas which represent important and
for Conservation) threatened habitats in Europe and the UK. The Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and the Conservation of
Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) protect such
sites in the UK.

SSSI (Sites of Special | SSSIs protect the best examples of the UK's flora, fauna, or
Scientific Interest) geological or physiographical features. Originally notified under the
National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949, SSSIs were
renotified under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended). Modified provisions for the protection and management
of SSSIs were introduced by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act

2000.
NNR (National NNRs are examples of some of the most important natural and semi-
Nature Reserves) natural terrestrial and coastal ecosystems in Great Britain. NNRs are

declared by the statutory country conservation agencies under the
National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 or the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Legal protection of
NNRs is provided under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended).

Hedgerows All hedgerows are protected by the Hedgerows Regulations 1997,
under which it is an offence to remove or destroy certain hedgerows
without planning consent or permission from the Local Planning
Authority. These regulations do not apply to any hedgerow within
the curtilage of, or marking the boundary of the curtilage of, a
dwelling house.

LNR Designated by the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act
1949, LNRs may be declared for nature conservation by local
authorities after consultation with the relevant statutory nature
conservation agency. Legal protection of LNRs is provided under the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

(Local Nature
Reserves)
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APPENDIX 1: LEGISLATION AND POLICY SUMMARY

Legislation for Species

FEBRUARY 2024

Protection for animals included on Schedule 2 of the Conservation of Species and Habitat
Regulations 2017 (as amended)
A person commits an offence if he:
Part 1 (a) Deliberately captures, injures or kills any wild animal of a European
protected species
(b) Deliberately disturbs wild animals of any such species.
(c) Deliberately take or destroy the eggs of such an animal
(d) Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such an animal
Part 2 For the purpose of paragraph (1)(b), disturbance of animals includes in
particular any disturbance which is likely
a) to impair their ability
i.  tosurvive, breed or reproduce or to rear or nurture their young;
or
ii. in the case of animals of a hibernating or migratory species, to
hibernate or migrate.
b) to affect significantly the local distribution or abundance of the species
o to which they belong
S |Part3 It is an offence to:
*g a) be in possession of, or to control,
n b) transport,
c) sell or exchange, or
d) to offer for sale or exchange.
Part 4 Paragraph (3) applies to:
a) any live or dead animal or part of animal
(i) which has been taken from the wild, and
(ii) which is a species or subspecies listed in Annex 1V(a) of the
Habitats Directive; and
b) anything derived from such an animal or any part of such an
animal.
Part 5 Paragraph (1) and (3) apply regardless of the stage of the life of the animal
in question.
Protection for animals included on Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (As
Amended)
Part 1 Intentionally kill, injure, take a scheduled animal
Part 2 Possess or control (live or dead animal, part or derivative)
Part 4 (a) |Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any
c,; structure or place used by a scheduled animal for shelter or protection
'% Part 4 (b) |Intentionally or recklessly disturb an animal occupying such a structure or
X place
Part 5 (a) |Sell, offer for sale, possess or transport for the purpose of sale (live or
dead animal, part or derivative)
Part 5 (b) |Advertise for buying or selling such things
CA13008/Final/V2.0 Page 2 of 10
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APPENDIX 1: LEGISLATION AND POLICY SUMMARY

A large number of species are also included under Section 7 of the Environment
(Wales) Act 2016 as Species of Principal Importance which places the “biodiversity
duty” on the Welsh Government (and therefore public authorities) for the purpose
of maintaining and enhancing biodiversity in relation to Wales. This stems from a
review of the now superseded UK Biodiversity Action Plan and the continued need
for global action on conserving biodiversity as result of the Convention on Biological

Diversity.
Bats

All UK bat species are afforded full protection (including their habitats) through
inclusion on Schedule 2 of The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations
2017 (as amended) and further partial protection by Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

Barbastelle (Barbastella barbastellus), Bechstein’s (Myotis bechsteinii), noctule
(Nyctalus noctula), common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus), soprano pipistrelle
(Pipistrellus pygmaeus), brown long-eared (Plecotus auritus), greater horseshoe
(Rhinolophus ferrumequinum) and lesser horseshoe (Rhinolophus hipposideros) bats
are listed under Section 7 of The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 to be taken into
account as part of the biodiversity duty on local planning authorities. Species
included in this list are considered by the Welsh Ministers to be “of principal
importance for the purpose of maintaining and enhancing biodiversity in relation to

Wales”.
Badgers

Badgers are afforded full protection under the Protection of Badgers Act 1992, which

makes it an offence to:

Wilfully kill, injure or take a badger;

e Possess or control any live or dead badger or any part, or anything derived from,

a dead badger;
o cruelly ill-treat a badger, or attempt to do so;

¢ Tointerfere with a sett by:

CA13008/Final/V2.0 Page 3 of 10
FEBRUARY 2024



CORONA VULCAN MERTHYR LIMITED
CYFARTHFA RETAIL PARK wda rdel.l.
PRELIMINARY ECOLOGICAL APPRAISAL armstro ﬂg

APPENDIX 1: LEGISLATION AND POLICY SUMMARY

« damaging or destroying it;
« obstructing access to, or any entrance of, a badger sett;
« causing a dog to enter a badger sett;
« disturbing a badger when it is occupying a sett;
e Sell a live badger or offer one for sale.

It is also an offence to mark, attach any ring, tag or other marking device to a badger

unless authorised under licence.
Hazel Dormouse

Hazel dormouse are afforded full protection (including their habitats) through
inclusion on Schedule 2 of The Conservation of Habitats and Species regulations
2017 (as amended) and further partial protection by Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

Hazel dormouse are listed under Section 7 of The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 to
be taken into account as part of the biodiversity duty on local planning authorities.
Species included in this list are considered by the Welsh Ministers to be “of principal
importance for the purpose of maintaining and enhancing biodiversity in relation to

Wales”.
Hedgehog

Hedgehogs are protected under Section 1 of the Wild Mammals (Protection) Act
1996, which makes it an offence too mutilate, kick, beat, nail or otherwise impale,
stab, burn, stone, crush, drown, drag or asphyxiate any wild mammal with intent to
inflict unnecessary suffering to this species. Hedgehog is listed under Section 7 of
The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 to be taken into account as part of the
biodiversity duty on local planning authorities. Species included in this list are
considered by the Welsh Ministers to be “of principal importance for the purpose of

maintaining and enhancing biodiversity in relation to Wales”.
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Reptiles

Six native reptiles occur in Britain: the adder (Vipera berus), the grass snake (Natrix
natrix), the smooth snake (Coronella austriaca), the sand lizard (Lacerta agilis), the

common lizard (Zootoca vivipara) and the slow worm (Anguis fragilis).

The smooth snake and sand lizard are afforded full protection (including their
habitats) through inclusion on Schedule 2 of The Conservation of Habitats and
Species regulations 2017 (as amended) and further partial protection by Schedule 5
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

Five of the six native reptile species (excluding smooth snake) are listed under
Section 7 of The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 to be taken into account as part of
the biodiversity duty on local planning authorities. Species included in this list are
considered by the Welsh Ministers to be “of principal importance for the purpose of

maintaining and enhancing biodiversity in relation to Wales”.
Great Crested Newts and other amphibians

Great crested newts are afforded full protection (including their habitats) through
inclusion on Schedule 2 of The Conservation of Habitats and Species regulations
2017 (as amended) and further partial protection by Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, other amphibians, including smooth
and palmate newts, common frogs and common toad cannot be sold or be offered

for sale.

Great crested newts and common toad are listed under Section 7 of The
Environment (Wales) Act 2016 to be taken into account as part of the biodiversity
duty on local planning authorities. Species included in this list are considered by the
Welsh Ministers to be “of principal importance for the purpose of maintaining and
enhancing biodiversity in relation to Wales” within Section 7 of The Environmental
(Wales) Act 2016.
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Birds

All wild birds, their nests and eggs are protected under Part 1 Section 1 of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 (as amended), which makes it an offence (with

certain limited exceptions and in the absence of a licence) to:
e Kill orinjure any wild bird;

o Take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird whilst it is in use or being built

(this includes several species of birds whose nests are reused under Schedule 1);
e Take or destroy the egg or any wild bird.

It is also an offence to possess any live or dead wild bird or egg, or anything derived

from a wild bird or egg. Restrictions on trade and advertising also apply.

Bird species listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 (as
amended) are afforded additional protection against intentional or reckless
disturbance whilst it is building a nest, or at a nest containing eggs, young or

disturbance to the young.

Further a number of bird species are listed under Section 7 of The Environment
(Wales) Act 2016 to be taken into account as part of the biodiversity duty on local
planning authorities. Species included in this list are considered by the Welsh
Ministers to be “of principal importance for the purpose of maintaining and
enhancing biodiversity in relation to Wales” within Section 7 of The Environmental
(Wales) Act 2016.

In addition to this legal protection, leading governmental and non-governmental
conservation organisations in the UK have reviewed the population status of the
birds regularly found here and produced a list of Birds of Conservation Concern. Of
the 247 species assessed, 67 were placed on the red list of high conservation
concern, 96 on the amber list of medium conservation concern and 81 on the green
list of low conservation concern. Consideration is therefore given to those species
listed as being of conservation concern although they have no greater legislative

protection.
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Invertebrates

A number of invertebrates are afforded full protection (including their habitats)
through inclusion on Schedule 2 of The Conservation of Habitats and Species
regulations 2017 (as amended) and further partial protection by Schedule 5 of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

In addition, a number of species of invertebrates are fully or partially protected only
under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.

A number of invertebrates are listed under Section 7 of The Environment (Wales) Act
2016 to be taken into account as part of the biodiversity duty on local planning
authorities. Species included in this list are considered by the Welsh Ministers to be
“of principal importance for the purpose of maintaining and enhancing biodiversity

in relation to Wales”.
Plants

A number of plants are afforded full protection through inclusion on Schedule 5 of
The Conservation of Habitats and Species regulations 2017 (as amended) and further
partial protection by Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as

amended).

In addition, a number of species of plants are fully protected only under Schedule 5
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.

A number of plants are listed under Section 7 of The Environment (Wales) Act 2016
to be taken into account as part of the biodiversity duty on local planning
authorities. Species included in this list are considered by the Welsh Ministers to be
“of principal importance for the purpose of maintaining and enhancing biodiversity

in relation to Wales”.
Invasive Species

A number of animal and plant species are listed under Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and The Invasive Alien Species (Enforcement and

Permitting) Order 2019. It is an offence too:
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o Allow the releases or allows to escape into the wild any animal which
is of a kind which is not ordinarily resident in and is not a regular
visitor to Great Britain in a wild state; or included in Part | of Schedule
9,

e [f any person plants or otherwise causes to grow in the wild any plant
which is included in Part Il of Schedule 9.

Under Schedule 9A of the act species control agreements and orders can be made in
accordance with The Invasive Alien Species (Enforcement and Permitting) Order
20109.

Planning policy

All statutory and non-statutory designated sites, along with species covered by
national legislation and those under Section 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016,
are considered through Planning Policy Wales 2021 which provides a guide for Local
Planning Authority (LPA) decision making, including statements such as “ensure
statutorily and non-statutorily designated sites are properly protected and
managed”, “safeguard protected and priority species and existing biodiversity assets
from impacts” and “secure enhancement of and improvements to ecosystem
resilience by improving diversity, condition, extent and connectivity of ecological
networks.” This is reflected in policies EnW1-EnW4 of the Merthyr Tydfil County

Borough Council’s First Replacement Local Development Plan 2016 — 2031.

There is also the “biodiversity duty” placed upon LPAs through the Environment
(Wales) Act 2016 to enhance biodiversity and ensure the resilience of ecosystems.
This will be considered by the LPA when making planning decisions to ensure that

they meet their own reporting duties.
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Local Planning Policy

Relevant current and emerging policies from Merthyr Tydfil County Borough

Council’s First Replacement Local Development Plan 2016 — 2031 are summarised in

Box 1, below.
Policy Reference Policy Summary
Policy EnW1: Nature | Development proposals will be required to promote the resilience of

Conservation and Ecosystem | ecosystems. In particular, proposals will be required to maintain and

Resilience enhance biodiversity interests unless it can be demonstrated that:

1. The need for the development clearly outweighs the biodiversity value

of the site; and

2. The impacts of the development can be satisfactorily mitigated and

acceptably managed though future management regimes.

Policy EnW2: Internationally | Development likely to have an adverse effect either directly or indirectly
and Nationally Protected | on the conservation value of an internationally or nationally designated
Sites and Species site, including the area, structure and function of designated features, will

only be permitted where it is demonstrated that:

1. There is no suitable alternative to the proposed development; and

2. It can be demonstrated that the benefits from the development clearly

outweigh the special interest of the site; and

3. Appropriate compensatory measures are secured; or

4. The proposal contributes to the protection, enhancement and positive

management of the site.

Development proposals likely to affect protected species will only be

permitted where it is demonstrated that:

1. The population size, range, distribution and long-term prospects of the

species will not be significantly adversely impacted;

2. There is no suitable alternative to the proposed development;

3. The benefits of the development clearly outweigh the adverse impacts

on the protected species; and

4. Appropriate, avoidance, minimisation, mitigation, compensation and

enhancement measures are provided.

Policy EnW3: Regionally | Development proposals likely to have an adverse impact on Regionally
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Important Geological Sites, | Important Geological Sites, Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation,
Sites of Importance for | Local Nature Reserves, or Priority Habitats and Species will only be
Nature Conservation, Local | permitted where it can be demonstrated that:

Nature Reserves and Priority
Habitats and Species 1. The need for the development clearly outweighs the conservation value

of the site;

2. Adverse impacts on nature conservation features or geological features

can be avoided;

3. Appropriate and proportionate mitigation and compensation measures

can be provided; and

4. The development maintains and where possible enhances biodiversity

and geodiversity interests.

Policy EnW4: Environmental | Development proposals will be required to demonstrate they will not
Protection result in an unacceptable impact on people, residential amenity, property

and / or the natural environment from either:

® Pollution of land, surface water, ground water and the air;

e Land contamination;

® Hazardous substances;

e Land stability;

e Noise, vibration, dust, odour nuisance and light pollution; or

e Any other identified risk to public health and safety.

Where impacts are identified the Council will require applicants to
demonstrate that appropriate measures have been incorporated to
reduce, or minimise the impact identified to the lowest possible

acceptable level.

Planning conditions may be imposed or legal obligation entered into, to
secure any necessary mitigation and monitoring processes. In respect of
the water environment, development proposals will be required to
incorporate measures to improve water quality where opportunities
exist. With regard to flood risk, new developments will be expected to
avoid unnecessary flood risk and meet the requirements of TAN 15. No
highly vulnerable development will be permitted within Development
Advice Map (DAM) zone C2. Development will only be permitted in areas
at risk of flooding where it can be demonstrated that the site can comply

with the justification and assessment requirements set out in TAN 15.
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Treepit Irrigation/Aeration system. Use

Rootrain system, Available from Greenblue
Urban Ltd. Stainless steel cap, flush with
ground surface).

——

Menu/Order Point

Services
Enclosure

Exit Drive - Thru Unit
7/ GIA1800 sq ft
(approx)

PFRR-66

Proposed tree. Tilia Cordata 'Greenspire' semi-mature

4 25-30cm girth, RB, x4, min 4500mm overall height,
2100mm clear stem min. Underground guying as stated.

GL (Proposed) \

Backfill tree pit with Premium Grade topsoil to ——
BS3882:2015. Add fertiliser and compost to
manufacturers/suppliers instructions.
Excavate trench with a profile of 2500mm
width x 920mm depth. Length to vary, but
ensure minimum topsoil volume of 15 cubic
metres rooting area per tree minimum within a
shared trench.

NN .ll \ WM

Roughen side of pit to aid root penetration
*Root barrier system installed where appropriate

"‘-\ Root Barrier/Deflector. Use ReRoot 1500,

¢ available from Greenblue Urban Ltd. 2mm
nominal thickness, Product code
RER220X1.5A).

Underground guying system. Use Arborguy

rs

system, including ALL proprietary products,
such as anchors, ratchet straps etc).

F S

Terram permeable membrane/geotextile .

'y

TREE PIT 2: SEMI-MATURE TREE PLANTING - UNDERGROUND STAKING TREE PLANTING: TIMBER OBLIQUE STAKING - Scale 1:20

SCALE 1:20

Service Window

CaS-28

Entrance

Cbet-306

Proposed tree 12-14cm girth

Obligue 30x100x800mm pressure treated softwood
stake at 45 degree angle to be attached as close as
possible to base of tree and no more than 200mm
agl. Tree secured firmly by 38mm wide black plastic
webbing twice nailed to stake, and to include spacer
to prevent abrasion

75mm Bark mulch applied as top dressing

Wrapped root ball with biodegradable material

Roughen side of pit to aid root penetration
*Root barrier system installed where appropriate

Tree pit 1000x1000x1000mm excavated and
backfilled with topsoil to BS3882:2015.

10L grit incorporated into base of planting pit

Sub-grade, well broken up.

PFRR-91

PFRR-49

AJ-56

Planting Notes

- These planting notes/outline specification are for planning purposes only.

- 1.0 General

1.1 All setting out shall be agreed with the Landscape Architect (CA) on site
1.2 All current relevant British Standards will apply.
1.3 Planting will not be undertaken during waterlogged or frost bound

- conditions.

- 2.0 Soils

2.1 All subsoil within shrub planting areas and as a seeding substrate, shall

- comply with BS8601:2013. Cultivate to alleviate any compaction prior to

topsoiling and to ensure suitability for grass seeding.

- 2.2 All imported topsoil shall comply with BS3882:2015 and shall be

approved by the CA.

3.0 Planting
- 3.1 All plants shall conform to BS3936:1992 and planting operations shall

be carried out in accordance with the relevant sections of BS 8545:2014

- and BS4428:1989.

3.2 Semi mature trees shall be planted in pits with a minimum topsoil
volume of 15cu m (Tilias) and 12cu m (Sorbus/Betula/Pinus). Staking shall

~ be as per the plant schedule. Tree pits for semi-mature trees shall include
~ drainage, irrigation and aeration provision. Compost and slow release

fertiliser to be incorporated /mixed into backfill material (topsoil).
3.3 All shrubs shall be planted in beds with a topsoil depth of 350mm.

~ Include slow release fertiliser at the time of planting.

3.4 Shrub beds to be planted as indicated on the layout plan with a random,

~ varied mix of shrubs in single species groups/ swathes of generally 6 to

11no.

3.5 Shrub planting beds should be set out for approval by the Landscape

Architect prior to planting. Taller growing species to be planted at the rear of

~ the beds and lower species to the front.

3.6 Wood bark mulch shall be applied to each shrub planting bed and the

 base of each individual tree in all soft landscaped area. Mulch to be laid to

a depth of 75mm.

- 3.7 Plant species to be as specified in the plant schedule and approved by

CA prior to planting.

40 Amenity grass seeding
- 4.1 All amenity grass areas shall be topsoiled to a depth of 150mm.

4.2 Areas of grass shall be cultivated to minimum depth of 150mm prior to

~ grass seeding and all stones in excess of 25mm removed. The surface

shall be raked to smooth flowing contours and fine tilth. Lawn areas shall

- receive pre-seeding fertiliser (Agrosii LR or similar approved) to

manufacturers recommendations.
4.2 Grass seed shall be Mixture A19 (All purpose landscaping) for lawn

~ area by Germinal GB Ltd. Sow at 35g/sq m.

' 5.0 Maintenance

5.1 All planted areas shall be subject to a maintenance programme, which

~ will include the replacement of failed plants at the time of practical
- completion and within the next available planting season.

Key:

Red line boundary

: Proposed ground cover planting
Proposed Amenity grass

(© | Proposed trees

= Proposed hedge

VD-121
Plant Schedule
D Qty Latin Name Common Name _ Scheduled Size | Remarks/Spacing
Seml-maturé trees
TC | 5 iTilia cordite ‘Greenspire’ Small Leaved Lime ‘Semi-mature 4x. RB 25-30cm gth. 450cm min ht. 200cm min clear stem | Stake to base with single timber pole 75mm diam at 45 degree angle.Use proprietary rubber ties and spacers.
Tree planting ' '
BP | 10 Betula pendula European White Birch 'Fthr.2x. 200-250cm ht. 12-14cm min girth RB/CG. 5 branches min. Stake to base with single timber pole 75mm diam at 45 degree angle.Use proprietary rubber ties and spacers.
Pn ' 3 Pinus nigra Austrian Pine '100-125cm ht. CG10-121t pot. Stake to base with single timber pole 75mm diam at 45 degree angle.Use proprietary rubber ties and spacers.
Sa 2£50rbus aucuparia European Mountain Ash _|Fthr.2x. 200-250cm ht. 12-14em min girth. RB/CG. Stake to base with single timber pole 75mm diam at 45 degree angle.Use proprietary rubber ties and spacers.
Ornamental shrub planting
Al | 122 iAucuba japonica Japanese Laurel '30-40cm diam, CG3It pot, 5 bks min. 3 plants/sgm
PFRR 206 iPhaﬁnia ‘little red robin’ little red robin '30-40cm diam, CG3It pot, 5 bks min. 4 plants/sgm
cas 146 Cornus alba ‘Sibirica Variegata’ Sibirica Dogwood 40-60cm ht. CG3It pot. 3 plants/sq m.
LPM | 212 Lonicera pileata Box-leaved honeysuckle '30-40cm diam. CG3It pot. 6 bks min. 4 plants/sqgm
PLO 165__‘i_Prunu5 laurocerasus 'Otto Luyken' ' Otto Luyken English Laurel 30-40|:m diam. CG3It pot. | 5 bks min. 4 plants/sq m
VD :_ 252 Viburnum Davidii David viburnum 130-40cm diam. CG3It pot. 30-40cm diam. CG3It pot.
Native hedge planting '
Chet | 306 iCarpinus betulus European Hornbeam '80-100cm ht. 1+2 or 1/2 BR. Spiral guard and cane. Trippled staggered row, 7 plants per linear metre. 7Smm wood bark mulch tp base.

Grass Seeding - Amenity Grass Seed Mix 50sq m

Mix A19 avai?;a_bie from Germinal Seeds Ltd.Sow at 3_;5§,_f5q.m

PLANNING
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Cumbria

CA2 7NA

Tel: +44 (0)1228 550 575

EDINBURGH

Great Michael House

14 Links Place
Edinburgh

EHG 7EZ

Tel: +44 (0)131 555 3311

GLASGOW

24 St Vincent Place
Glasgow

G1 2EU

Tel: +44 (0)141 428 4499

LEEDS

36 Park Row

Leeds

LS1SIL

Tel: +44 (0)113 831 5533

LONDON

Third Floor

46 Chancery Lane
London

WC2A 1JE

Tel: +44 (0)207 242 3243

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE
City Quadrant

11 Waterloo Square
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE1 4DP

Tel: +44 (0)191 232 0943

TRURO

Baldhu House

Wheal Jane Earth Science Park
Baldhu

Truro

TR3 6EH

Tel: +44 (0)187 256 0738

International office:

ALMATY

29/6 Satpaev Avenue
Hyatt Regency Hotel
Office Tower

Almaty

Kazakhstan

050040

Tel: +7(727) 334 1310




