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GRASSLAND AND WILDFLOWER AREAS Establishment Phase (Years 0–2) 2) 1. Seed Selection Use only native species seeds of local (if not Welsh provenance) will be used to maintain regional genetic diversity and support native wildlife. See Appendix II for a list of producers: 2. Ground Preparation Ground with low fertility and without perennial weeds will be used. Any weeds that are present will be removed from the area using repeated cultivation. The surface vegetation will be buried and the soil raked and then rolled or treaded to produce a firm surface. 3. Sowing Seed will be sown by hand in autumn or spring. The seed quantity will be split into two or more parts to avoid running out and ensure an even distribution. The seed will be rolled or treaded in to give good soil to seed contact. 4. First Year Management After sowing there will be a flush of annual weeds arising from the soil seed bank. This may look unsightly but will provide shelter for the sown seedlings and a resource for invertebrates. The weeds will be cut, removed and composted in early August. The young wildflower area will then be kept short by mowing until March of the following year. Any remaining perennial weeds such as docks will be dug out. 5. Management once established (2-25 years) In the second and subsequent years the area will be managed using traditional meadow management methods. The wildflower area will not be cut from spring through to early August to give the sown species an opportunity to flower and go to seed. In early August the area will be cut to a height of approximately 50mm and the cuttings left to dry and shed seed for up to a week. The cuttings will then be removed from the site to prevent nutrient build-up. The re-growth can then be mowed before winter (optional) to a height of approximately 50mm and again in spring if needed (again, optional). Cuttings will be removed to prevent nutrient build up. Introduce Yellow Rattle in the Autumn to reduce grass dominance and promote wildflower diversity. Rotate some uncut areas to create structural diversity. 6. Monitoring Track species emergence and adjust management accordingly. Introduce additional species via plug planting or green hay if needed. Tips for Success Patience is key: Meadows take years to mature and stabilize. Avoid over-management: Let natural processes shape the community. Engage with local experts: Wildlife Trusts and Natural Resources Wales offer guidance and support. Seasonal Management Calendar (once established)
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