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The context which the project area is positioned is within the lower 

Nro\nd Åoor of the Canolfan Soar, ^hPJh PZ the I\PldPnN loJated 

north of the grade II listed Zoar Chapel.

The I\PldPnN haZ reJeP]ed T\Jh de]eloWTent o]er the yearZ 

^Pth T\Jh of the hPZtorPJ faIrPJ JonJealed Iy JaTWaPNnZ of 

JonteTWorary I\PldPnN ^orRZ� /PZtorPJally, Pt PZ \nderZtood that 

the I\PldPnN forTed Wart of the ]eZtry and ZJhool for the Aoar 

ChaWel, ^Pth WartZ of the I\PldPnN orPNPnated froT ����� 0ndeed, 

the hPZtorPJ TaWWPnN Z\NNeZtZ that the PnPtPal ZJhool I\PldPnN ^aZ 

developed directly in front of the principal elevation of the Chapel, 

with the 1860’s ordnance survey map indicating a small L-shaped 

I\PldPnN ^hPJh had a WhyZPJal JonneJtPon to the ChaWel� To the 

north-west of the school a row of houses, which are named 

“Pottery Row” were access from the north-west, with the rear 

faJeZ of the I\PldPnNZ aI\ttPnN the ChaWel and SJhool� The � �� 

Ordnance Survey map retains this layout. 

0n the � �� 6rdnanJe S\r]ey TaW the ZJhool had Ieen e_tended 

to the north-west, which had required several of the houses 

naTed aZ º7ottery 9o^» to Ie reTo]ed� The layo\t of the 

I\PldPnN, aZ Pll\Ztrated Pn the � �  6rdnanJe S\r]ey TaW PZ ZPTPlar 

to that found today. The detail of the 1919 Ordnance Survey map 

re]ealZ that the WhyZPJal JonneJtPon Iet^een the ChaWel and the 

SJhool rooT had Ieen reTo]ed� The WedeZtrPan ro\te to the hPNh 

Ztreet had Ieen retaPned, ^hPJh Wro]PdeZ the TaPn WedeZtrPan 

access to the Chapel and Canolfan today. 

The e_tenZPon of the ZJhool Za^ a ZPNnPfiJant PnJreaZe Pn ZPae 

of the footWrPnt of the I\PldPnN, ^Pth the I\PldPnN Tore than 

do\IlPnN� There PZ a JhanNe Pn toWoNraWhy ^here the ne^ SJhool 

de]eloWTent tooR WlaJe, ^Pth the JonNreNatPon ZePaPnN the 

opportunity to create a lower ground level and maximising on 

accommodation space. It is not clear how the change in level 

was overcome in terms of movement around the site from the 

Ordnance Survey maps. However, it is apparent that there was an 

entrance to the north-west of the school room from Old Mill Lane, 

a small lane located to the east, which historically had a link to a 

footIrPdNe that tra]elled o]er the MorlaPZ )rooR to the +rPll /all� 
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1. 1860’s Ordnance Survey Map illustrating the location of the Zoar Chapel, with the smaller Sunday School located to the north east of the
WrPnJPWal ele]atPon of the ChaWel� 5ote the dPreJt JonneJtPon Iet^een the ChaWel and SJhool I\PldPnN and the loJatPon of the ro^ of ho\ZeZ
called Pottery Row.

2. � �� 6rdnanJe S\r]ey MaW o\tlPnPnN no JhanNeZ to the PTTedPate loJatPon of the ChaWel and SJhool I\PldPnNZ�
3. � �  6rdnanJe S\r]ey MaW Wro]PdPnN a Jlear PndPJatPon that the S\nday SJhool ^aZ e_tended Iet^een � �� and � � � The TaW alZo

Pll\ZtrateZ a WotentPal entranJe froT 6ld MPll 3ane to the rear �5,� ele]atPon of the S\nday SJhool I\PldPnN�
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The area around the Old Mill Lane has a very interesting and 

diverse historical setting and once included a Corn Mill, with a 

water course feed from Morlais Brook which crated the water 

source to feed into the water wheel that generated the power for 

the Corn MPll� The hPZtorPJal de]eloWTent of the ZPte and I\PldPnNZ 

is very interesting, and whilst this is of interest it does not form 

part of this report. However, the research into the heritage of 

this area and the historic mapping provides useful indications of 

previous entrances and circulation routes around the Old School 

I\PldPnN� 

The 1919 Ordnance Survey map also indicates three structures 

attaJhed to the north�^eZt ele]atPon of the ZJhool I\PldPnN� TheZe 

ZeeTed to ha]e Ieen de]eloWed d\rPnN the ZaTe tPTe aZ the 

� �  e_tenZPon to the ZJhool I\PldPnN� TheZe no lonNer reTaPn 

today, with this area now forming part of the car-park.

The I\PldPnN ^hPJh reTaPnZ today PZ the e_tended ]erZPon of the 

� �  SJhool I\PldPnN, ^hPJh ^aZ reNenerated Pnto a theatre artZ 

complex in 2010, following the redundancy of the Zoar Chapel. 

Topography/Entrances 

The toWoNraWhy aro\nd the ZJhool I\PldPnN and ChaWel PZ defined 

Iy the JhanNe Pn le]el ^hPJh tra]elZ Pn a Zo\th^eZt northeaZt 

direction and follows a line of the north-west elevation of the 

ChaWel and the firZt WhaZe of the SJhool rooT� The Nro\nd to the 

north-west is approximately a storey lower than the original setting 
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1. =Pe^ of the old footIrPdNe that JonneJted 6ld MPll 3ane and the +rPll /all, tra]ellPnN o]er the
MorlaPZ IrooR�

2. Morlais Brook looking southwards from the Wesleyan Chapel towards the Drill Hall, with
the footIrPdNe Pn the IaJRNro\nd�

3. Historic photograph extracted from www.merthyr-history.com, the melting Pot illustrating
the footIrPdNe aZ Zho^n Pn PTaNe � aIo]e� The >eZleyan ChaWel PZ Pn the IaJRNro\nd
of the WhotoNraWh, ^Pth the PTaNe ToZt lPRely oItaPned froT the ^allZ near to the SJhool
Building.

4. An internal historic photograph of the Drill Hall. A large space for large gatherings.
5. 6ld MPll 3ane aZ Zeen today, ^Pth JoIIled Z\rfaJeZ to the road and narro^PnN aJJeZZ to

the yard that PZ WoZPtPoned to the rear of the I\PldPnNZ faJPnN on to the /PNh Street�
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of the Aoar ChaWel and SJhool I\PldPnN� 

The levels of the existing car-park are positioned higher to those 

of the finPZh Åoor le]el to the lo^er Nro\nd Åoor of the Canolfan, 

^Pth an e_ternal raTW IePnN PnZtalled to Wro]Pde a TeanZ of le]el 

aJJeZZ to the lo^er Nro\nd Åoor�

Adjacent to the ramp is a small external enclosure which provides 

le]el aJJeZZ Pnto the lo^er Nro\nd Åoor, dPreJtly Pnto the old 

nursery (Meithrin). 

The ramp continues towards an entrance that provides access 

into the 2010 extension that created a new internal stair and 

foyer, that also incorporated a new lift. The lift and external ramp 

provide a means of level access to Canolfan Soar from the car-

park entrance. The levels to the north-west entrance create a 

WartPal Z\Iterranean Ztr\Jt\re to the lo^er Nro\nd Åoor, ^Pth the 

Jar�WarR ZPttPnN aWWro_PTately ��� TeterZ aIo]e finPZh Åoor le]el 

of the lo^er Nro\nd Åoor� ThPZ Z\Iterranean eќeJt JontPn\eZ to 

the northeaZt and aro\nd the IoPler rooT and eaZtern ^all, ^Pth 

theZe ZWaJeZ IePnN f\lly Z\ITerNed Iy retaPned Nro\nd to the 

northeast. 
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1. Drone photography illustrating the south-west elevations of the Old School Building, which was generated into the Canolfan Soar in 2010. The

PTaNe hPNhlPNhtZ the entranJe to the I\PldPnN ^hPJh PZ ZWlPt o]er t^o le]elZ� The ^hPte I\PldPnN to the 3/S of the PTaNe PZ the Theatr Aoar, ^hPJh
was the old Zoar Chapel which is grade Ii listed.

2. 9oof Wlan �not to ZJale� Wro]PdPnN the ZPte Jonte_t of the I\PldPnNZ ^PthPn the deTPZe of the Canolfan Soar and PtZ adQaJent Jonte_t� The red lPne
illustrates the axis which re[resents the change in level across the site. The line also represents the location of the east wall of the lower ground
Åoor, ^Pth the ret\rn to 6ld MPll 3ane and PndPJateZ the eaZt Ielo^ Nro\nd ^allZ�
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