
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dyddiad/Date: 18 December 2024 
 
Annwyl Syr/Madam/Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
BWRIAD/PROPOSAL: CHANGE OF USE TO CAFE/YOGA STUDIO 
 
LLEOLIAD/LOCATION: THEATRE ROYAL AND THESPIAN HOUSE, PARK PLACE, 
PENYDARREN ROAD, MERTHYR TYDFIL, CF47 0LJ 
 
Thank you for re-consulting Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru (CNC)/Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 
about the above, which we received on 06 December 2024. 
 
We have no objection to the application as submitted and provide the following 
advice. 
 
Flood Risk 
 
Our Flood Risk Map confirms the application site lies entirely within Zone C2 of the 
Development Advice Maps (DAM) as contained in Technical Advice Note (TAN) 15: 
Development and Flood Risk (2004). The Flood Map for Planning identifies the application 
site to be at risk of flooding and falls into Flood Zone 2 Rivers. 
 
Given the nature of the proposed development, the retention of less vulnerable development 
(and in the absence of a flood consequences assessment), we consider the proposals could 
be acceptable, subject to the developer being made aware of the potential flood risks and 
advised to install flood-proofing measures as part of the development. 
 
In areas at risk of flooding, we recommend consideration be given to the incorporation of 
flood resistance/resilience measures into the design and construction of the development. 
These could include flood barriers on ground floor doors, windows and access points, 
implementation of suitable flood proofing measures to the internal fabric of the ground floor 
and locating electrical sockets/components at a higher level above possible flood levels.  
 
We refer the applicant to our website for further advice and guidance is available. Additional 
guidance including the leaflet “Prepare your Property for flooding” can be found here. 
 
The developer can also access advice and information on protection from flooding from the 
ODPM publication ‘Preparing for Floods: Interim Guidance for Improving the Flood 
Resistance of Domestic and Small Business Properties’, can be found here. 

Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council                                                     
Unit 5 Triangle Business Park                              
Pentrebach                                                                       
CF48 4TQ 

Ein cyf/Our ref: CAS-270189-M7L4 
Eich cyf/Your ref: P/23/0276 
 

http://naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/prepare-for-flooding
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/11485/2187544.pdf


 
European Protected Species 
 
The amended Bat Survey Report by Little Wing Ecology (26.11.2024) has identified the 
building as a roost for a single greater horseshoe bat, a single common pipistrelle bat, and 
possibly a single night roosting lesser horseshoe bat.  
 
Bats and their breeding sites and resting places are protected under the Conservation of 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). Where bats are present and a 
development proposal is likely to contravene the legal protection they are afforded, the 
development may only proceed under licence issued by us, having satisfied the three 
requirements set out in the legislation. A licence may only be authorised if: 
 

i. The development works to be authorised are for the purpose of preserving public 
health or safety, or for other imperative reasons of overriding public interest, including 
those of a social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary 
importance for the environment; 

ii. There is no satisfactory alternative; and, 
iii. The action authorised will not be detrimental to the maintenance of the population of 

the species concerned at a favourable conservation status in its natural range.  
 
Paragraph 6.3.7 of Technical Advice Note 5: Nature Conservation and Planning states your 
Authority should not grant planning permission without having satisfied itself that the 
proposed development either would not impact adversely on any bats on the site or that, in 
its opinion, all three conditions for the eventual grant of a licence are likely to be satisfied. 
Please note, for the purposes of providing advice at the planning application stage, our 
comments are limited to compliance with the third test only.  
 
Based on the above report, we do not consider the development is likely to be detrimental 
to the maintenance of the population of the species concerned at a favourable conservation 
status in its natural range. 
 
Therefore, we do not object to the proposal but in line with the ‘Dear CPO’ letter issued by 
Welsh Government on 1st March 2018, we request that the following informative is attached 
to any planning permission granted by your Authority:  
 
Warning: A European protected species (EPS) Licence is required for this 
development.  
This planning permission does not provide consent to undertake works that require an EPS 
licence.  
It is an offence to deliberately capture, kill or disturb EPS or to damage or destroy their 
breeding sites or resting places. If found guilty of any offences, you could be sent to prison 
for up to 6 months and/or receive an unlimited fine.  
To undertake the works within the law, you can obtain further information on the need for a 
licence from Natural Resources Wales on 0300 065 3000 or at Natural Resources Wales / 
Apply for a protected species licence.  
 
Please note, any changes to plans between planning consent and the licence application 
may affect the outcome of a licence application. 
 
Other Matters 
 

https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/species-licensing/apply-for-a-protected-species-licence/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/species-licensing/apply-for-a-protected-species-licence/?lang=en


Our comments above only relate specifically to matters included on our checklist, 
Development Planning Advisory Service: Consultation Topics (September 2018), which is 
published on our website. We have not considered potential effects on other matters and do 
not rule out the potential for the proposed development to affect other interests.  
 
We advise the applicant that, in addition to planning permission, it is their responsibility to 
ensure they secure all other permits/consents/licences relevant to their 
development. Please refer to our website for further details. 
 
If you have any queries on the above, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Yn gywir / Yours faithfully  
 
Sarah Lund 
Cynghorydd - Cynllunio Datblygu/Advisor - Development Planning    
Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru/Natural Resources Wales 
 
E-bost/E-mail: southeastplanning@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk 
 
Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a byddwn yn ymateb yn Gymraeg, heb i hynny arwain at 
oedi./Correspondence in Welsh is welcomed, and we will respond in Welsh without it leading 
to a delay.  
 
 

https://cdn.naturalresources.wales/media/686847/dpas-consultation-topics-august-2018-eng.pdf?mode=pad&rnd=131909112110000000
http://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/?lang=en

