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The Proposal




Overview

Description of development

The proposal is for a single main school building on Phase 1 site, a sports building
on the Phase 2 site and with an L shaped primary wing and a simple rectangular
secondary wing.

The site has been developed into two distinct northern and southern halves to include
new buildings to the north, which will comprise a single main school building, and
sports pitches and an existing refurbished sports hall to the south. An adult sized
rugby pitch is also included to the northern area plateau.

The main school building on Phase 1 site is split into three connected sections: a
primary phase located on the large northern plateau, a secondary phase on the
lowest plateaux and a shared wing connecting the two. A seprate plant compound is
located on the lowest plateal,

Externally over 135 parking and drop off spaces catering for cars, coaches and
minbuses are provided via "off road" access with stacking provision to help avoid
congestion. These will serve centifiablz entrances via accessible routss.

A series of external sgaces are provided catering sp=cifizally for each Nursery,
“rimary and Sceondary school, which are level, safesuardes and will conzain specific
educational and social space for learning and development.

Two MUGAS multi use games areas and two 3G pitches plus a football pitch are
provided to the south of the site.

Overall the landscape design links habitats and green spaces throughout, retaining
2 good dez. of existing vegezation anc replac rg any Lcst wth significant rew tree
and hedgerow planting. New planting will provide screening habitat and improved
biodiversity as well as assist in climate resilience and wellbeing. The design also
successfully incorporates the new buildings into a complex topography, via a series of
retaining walls and level plateaus serving the schools external needs.

85




Site Plan - Red and Blue Line
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Main Building Level 00 Plan
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Main Building Level O1 Plan
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Main Building Level 02 Plan
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Main Building Level 03 Plan
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Roof Areas)

(

Main Building Level 03 and 04 Plan
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External Plant Compound Plan
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Main Building Elevations
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Main Building Elevations
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Main Building Elevations
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Main Building Sections
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Sports Building Plans
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New RIPs and oof outets to
be provided and connact to
iting ran water il ta
round foor
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Roof Key

Warm Roof System - Reinforced bitumen
membrane roofing system applied over
flatboard insulation. Fals in roof
accommodated within the structural
frame and slab.

Warm Roof Terrace System - Reinforced
bitumen membrane roofing system applied
over tapered insulation with pedestals and
paving applied to surface. Fals in roof
accommodated within tapered insulation
zone over a level structural slab.

Exteral Plant Enclosure

Rainwater Outlet - to main roof areas
Rainvater Outlet - to canopies
Designated Walkway

Gter locations. NOTE: All
qutters to be lined with tapered
insulation to fall to outlet postions

NOTES:

- Roof falls, guiters and RWO shown indicatively based on initial supplier
information. Final design to suppliers recommendations and review by
Architect.

- Overflows to be provided to all roof areas. Positions TBC.

- Drawing to be read in conjunction with outine specification.

- Tapered insulation design to roof suppliers design to ensure minimum
U-value of 0.12Wim2K and full compliance with BS6229-2018 where
minimum falls are outlined.

-RWOto ppl
recommendations and review by Architect.

- Existing sports hall roof design in abeyance follwing condition survey
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Sports Building Elevations and Sections
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Objectives of Good Design

i.  Character

Placemaking

The brief requires a unifiec JU\U\H to express a single all-thrcugh schoo. whilst maintain rg t~e nzcessary
segregations between age groups. [his pr’ sal provides a single form broken down into its com
elements to ‘e a sense of p \ ce for nursery, primary, secondary, shared, sport and community spaces
expressing these bath in the building Torm amd landscape. Each elerment of the building has its own \dermt}
within the averall composition of a single building:

The shared wing creates the heart of the school where visitors and community users arrive, where staff from

across the school meet, where children dlne dmd where the primary phase can gather in large groups. The

centrally placed chapel provides a focal point and a sanctuary with views looking toward the landxape to the

emt The shared Winu accomr ﬂoda‘m the large communal spaces of the primary hall and secondary dining,
ared reception and staff spaces to promote communications and idea-sharing across the school.

-

The pimz-y wrg and secondary wings are clearly \'J’rtmab\e “hzy
crezze their own urt sp \Mthm the secondary phzse, ths fined by z central open learning atriur
space into woich pupils 2rve. Tris extends as IT and carn« g csoree space Zo all fleors, Inzhe primary phase
the heart space is formed by a top it open presentation stair amt{ activity studio on the lower Le\/els and by a
shared learning space far transition pupils at the upper levels.

The building massing is designed to provide interesting and useful landscape areas with its i cking forms
and internal anc wah arners g enerating oppartun r a roof garden, external courtyards and spaces to
gather oautdoors. The bu .ding respcnds to the undulat rg topography, helping to de”ne and to create separation
between spaces and providing a /ariety of outdoor settings. These mtudp spaces for play, outdoor dining,
gathering for community events, for ALN decompression and learning.

each intersect with ~h= sharzd wing =0

The building enclosure between the wings a natural entrance courtyard, the L-shaped primary block
dzfines a clay space and —hs projection o™ the ground levels around the secondary hall and drama stuzio
provides an opportunity for a south facing terrace for break out during school and community events.

The connection of the different elements of the building to the landscape is key. For example, the shared link
block will create a vibrant area which is connected to the entrance courtyard, the centrally placed er m ance
creating a focal point on the visitors' route into the school . The pp rimeter of the pr\marv pha se is
defined by a zonc ’uHT'Jw or hny spe lich weather grotectior canop 2s ) )
side of the shared wing, the landscape are used to create an e\te\ nal d\mmg ar
from north to &uuﬂ”\ creating a natural separation from the uutdoor Design Techno
below.

e change :
gy space on the Levet
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i.  Character

Placemaking continued

The sense of place is strengthened visually by internal and external connections: the primary phase teaching
spaces with large glazed windows allowing views in and out and the relationship of the DT spaces where the
larger windows display the practical learning areas with opportunities to showcase work.

While the teaching areas will be experienced only by the school population, various areas such as the entrance
courtyard and the spill out area of the hall and drama space will also be experienced by community users.

The breader poblic will also benefit from the en~ancemsnz cf the site; a rew lzrdmark bLilzing w zh welcaring
spacss and a lancscape “hat provices wcer environmertz. bene™ ts throug~ =n~anczd biod versity, grezn
infrastructure and sustainable drainage management.

The existing sports hall is to be retained in situ and extended to provide changing facilities, PE classrooms and
an activity studio. which, together with the surrounding sports pitches on the Phase 1 site will create a sports
hub.

The building is naturally segregated from from the main school during evenings and weekends,for community
use and may operate independently.

While adopting a material and elevational style consistent with the main school building. the sports building
is clearly centifiable, Its extension providss a simple block form linked to the existinz sporzs h=.l by a single
starey circulation spine which generates & clear entrance route from the pedestrian paths, car park and drap
off area.
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i. Character

View of school from the west looking into the visitors' entrance courtyard

View of school from the north east into the primary phase play area
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i. Character

View of school from the south west looking from Galon Uchaf Road towards the secondary
hall with its external terrace to the south and the visitors' entrance courtyard

—-—--"-. ——

View of schaol from the south looking from the drop off area on Gwaunfarren Road
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i. Character

View from Galon Uchaf Road laooking south

Approach to the sports hall
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Objectives of Good Design

i. Character

Amount and Density

The overall size of the school and its site area has been determined by its accommodation reguirements and
how this is translated into a deliverable building form and site layout that will provide a high quality 21st century
learning environment.

The accommodation schedule were developed with the school based on pupil capacity and their particular
curric.L.m needs and t=sted =2ainst DfF area guidance w-ich gener=—ed a “arge= gross rtarral floor area (GIFA,
of 8839 sgm.

The briefing process determined a series of z2jacencies and these were tested against the particular conszraints
of the site through a rigorous optioneering and design development process as described in Section 5 of this report.

The overall GIFA generated by the proposal is 9554 sg m for the main building and the sports hall.

The building is designzd to bs flexible and zcaptable for current and future learning styles. Clzssrooms are
standardised and the non-loadbearing structure will allow for classrooms to be opened up to create larger spaces..

The building has the potential to extend to provide additional pupil numbers, for example. by creating additional
classrooms at roof level.

The requirement for extensive external space generates a naturally low density of development on the site. Great
emphasis has been placed on avoiding building development near the boundaries and maximising green space.

Use

The site remains as an educational facility with community use, The only proposed change in use is that the
school site will now incorporate nursery and primary school provision together with extended community use. The
community facilities will extend the operating hours of the school to evenings and weekends helping to enliven
and intensify the use of the site.

The area known as Plateau 2 on the Galon Uchaf site will now incorporatea rughy pitch for the sole use of the
school.
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Character

ep aown the site n

Approximate dimensions of blocks

Hew Buidng [ T e

|||||||||||u|| |||||||u TR
T TR

T
LI
00D {Coo oo [EDKD

(]

||||||||||||||||||ummmmmumwuu ||||||| L T
L [T T T o ) m

107



108

i.  Character

Detail Design - Materials and Detailing

Materials have been chosen for their robustness and to create visual contrast to break up the scale of the
building .using facing brick and powder coating aluminium cladding and curtain walling.

The secandary and primary wings are predominantly brickwork while the shared wing is predominantly faced
with the aluminium cladding.

The window patterns optimise glazing area, balancing the daylighting, thermal performance and overheating
criteria as part of the net zero carbon strategy. The window head heights have been maximised to achieve good
daylight penetration into the back of the classrooms.

A standardised solution for each classroom type has been developed for the nursery and Level 02 primary,
Level O3 primary and secondary classrooms, The window heights increase for tall communal spaces.

Wesather canogies, rainwater pipes, flzshinzs and parapst cappings are to bz powder coated aluminium.
Rainwater pipes are o be flush.

Key areas of facade treatment: Secondary Phase

This par~ elzsvation illustrates p=-t cf the south e evation to ~hs secondary wing with two ~ocrs o™ typical
classrooms (at Levels 01 and 02) and the Food Technology rooms at Level OO,

A window pattern for a a standard classroom was developed to achieve the appropriate environmental
requirements while considering the visual elevation treatment, To achieve good horizontal distribution of
daylight across the width of the room, and to visually break up the facade, the windows were split into two so
that each classroom has a large and a small window.

The ventilation strategy requires a louvre panel to the tap of each of the outermost windows. These are veiled
by aluminium screens.

The windows to the technology spaces are larger to promote views into the practical areas.

Detailed elevation to secandary classroom wing

High level ventilat on

larger windows to Zechnology areas



Character

Key areas of facade treatment: Primary Phase

A slandard glazing pallern has been developed lor each classroom Lype, Ihe grounz [loor (Level 02) crimary
and nursery classrooms incorporate two glazed screens. One screen has a door to the external teaching area
and the other is larger with a low level cill and opagque glazing panels at high and low level. A high level panel
above the door incorporates a ventilation louvre. This detail is repeated to the high level panel on the second
screen.

A continutus canopy, with a powder crated al minium finis~, to the oxternal teac ing arca will incorgorate
roof glazing.

Powder coated aluminium faced screen walls will provide a further degree of enclosure for weather protection,
to screen play equipment and to conceal rainwater pipes. The screens will provide signage or graghics to
identify of each classroom.

The Level 03 classrooms incorporate higher cill levels. The outermost lights on each side of the classrom
incorporate louvre vents at high level with a mesh screen that extends to the full height of the window.

Detailed elevation to primary wing

= Fecing brick

Hic1 leval ventilation Lleuvre

Caroay
Hgh level venLilalion loLvre

Screens to carooy

Powder coated alumirium capping

109



i.  Character

Key areas of facade treatment: Shared Wing

The fagade of the shared wing is predominantly faced in aluminium cladding which extends to parapet level.
The windows here are tall and linear to differentiate these from the primary and secondary teaching wings.

The aluminium cladding “acade of the shared wing changes ta a s=r =s of vert cal firs across the front of the
rool garder lorring a [ull heighl scrzer Ar alurninium scre=n will sitbzhed e lins veilirg L e rool garden.

The “ns will rcorporate a crucifix sign above the doors ta the main visitors' entrance at _=vel 02.

Pewder coatee eluminium claddirg Alumninur lins vil~ perloraled mesh

to sereen roof garden

Crucifix rcorparated intc screen

Iall windows to t1e douole height hall Caroay Lo main visi.ors enlrance

Curtan wal.ing screen to entrance
and o upper leve. of Hellerup sta ~

Detailed elevation to roof garden and main visitors' entrance

110 Detailed elevation to the shared wing






i.  Character

Key areas of facade treatment: Hall Area to Secondary Wing

The fagade of the hall w [l hzve Zall windows reflecting scz e of t~e doutlz height cor~m_nal spaces. Some of
these are set within recesses in the brickwork to visually extend the opening proportion and break up the brick
fagade.

The art and graphics studio is a strong corner feature in a prominent position on the corner of the building. At
this point, ~h= curtain wal.ing is se~ back from zh= mz r fagadz. Vertical alumin _m fins, which assis® with solzr
control, wrap around all three sides. Signage will be incorporated into the facade for the main school signage.

Detailed elevation to secondary hall and art area

112

Detailed elevation to secondary phase entrance



Character - Materials

113 Design and Access Statement Report - Blessed Carlo Acutis Catholic School



i.  Character - Materials
Detail Design - Materials and Detailing - facing brick
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i. Character
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esign of these spaces will provide high quality, varied and engaging spaces
conducive for learning and social interaction. We have also considered sustainable
urban drainage systems (SuDS) and ecological considerations which have been key
drivers in developing the landscape design for this project, with rain gardens and
habitat linked to a series of green ni ite. Rain gardens will
f er and im v value through the use

e vet and dry conditions. These

g children valuable lessons on

of plants that are ¢
rain garde e
climate change.

A fully coordinated multidisciplinary approach from the early stages has allowed
the landscape team to produce X
meets the requirements for ec v, surface water management and parkin
provision; It also includes the requested number, size and variety of sports pitc
whilst fostering excellent opportunities for other outdoor student activities a
which will be integrated with the building and wider landscape setting.

Of equal importance will be the selec

ion of hard landscape materials and furniture
elements, with the erall principles to be robust, attractive, maintainable and
relevant to the site context. They must also meet the many British standards and
reflzet <he BB recommendations to mest the <ignrous demazrds tat wil. be paced
on them through daily educational use.

Site wide masterplan

(I %
N
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Character

Nursery entrance looking towards approach road Amphitheatre space
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Nursery play space

Playspace adjacent to school hall

Primary play space
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Character

Material selection — indicative materials subject to design
development:
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Precedent Images on this page from non-Atkins schemes
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1. Character - planting palette

Material selection — indicative materials subject to design
development:

Iral out aucation gn
hac rea it
are area h
) natu C

tdo he sc sa element
0 irmula onment. w
Vi e oh menta
tooor learning and access to and views of nature can also decrease
students. teachers and visitors. The grounds will be
incipal areas

eatures

PL;a).L[Erggk_;ﬁ" k

Lar

'l
i

- Grass arT_Tpitheatre *ﬂ

Boulder garden gt

Precedent Images on this page from non-Atkins schemes

120



1. Character - Site materials - retaining wall options

These will be a key feature of the proposal, significantly contributing to the site character and can be handled in a number of ways to ensure they are robust, attractive easy to construct and maintain and are cost
effective. Given the school and wider green site context more naturalistic solutions are being explored as indicated below.

e

ith inmg_rated;seatintg‘-r " §

Tensar geogrid

Precedent Images on this page from non-Atkins schemes
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1. Character - planting palette

General characteristics

The planting will be a key aspect of this project adding huge value to the site, offering biodiversity, SuDS,
nature and well-being value as well as contributing to climate resilience, micro climate protection and a
range of other benefits including air quality, aesthetics shade and carbon reduction.

Site boundaries

Supplementary Planting to site boundary areas will be considered to provide additional visual screening
where sensitive areas may be exposed to views of the development. This will include planting along
Gwanfarren and Gallon Uchaf Road and selected planting to help screen the plant buildings and
associated tanks.

Northern part of the site

A well-considered palette of trees shrubs hedgerows and grassland will create a robust ‘amenity’
landscape, with feature tree planting in and around the new buildings on the northern part of the site
to help integrate the development. Any existing trees on the site, removed as part of the works will be
replaced at a ratio of 3:1.Lines of Hedgerows will also be replaced where lost and distributed around the
site where appropriate.

Each SuDS element will also provide the opportunity for a diverse planting scheme and will overall
contribute greatly to increasing biodiversity on the site.

A diverse mix of planting is proposed to become a valuable habitat of food and shelter for wildlife.
Importantly, the arrangement of the SuDS elements combined with the diverse planting species will
create habitats for wildlife to live, thrive and commute across the proposed school site. Consultation with
ecologists will ensure species choices are robust, climate resilient and native where possible. The use of
planted terraces will also provide opportunities to increase hio diversity and well-being also helping to
disguising the large changes in level across the site. Sizes in these locations are anticipated to be larger
sized nursery stock for instant impact.

The southern site will be more given over to sports use where planting will be on a larger scale, more
native and less ornamental in character supplementing the existing woodland and understorey species.
Sizes are anticipated to be whips and feathered tree and shrub planting for fast establishment. Selected
Species: In consultation with the local authority a detailed species list of native species and ornamental
planting will be developed. The species below have been considered in the design which will be developed
further at the next stage:

Hedgerows comprising : Beech/Holly/ Hawthorn

Trees: Hornbeam, Ornamental pear, Hazel, Hawthorn, Oak, Field Maple and Small leaved Lime. Pines
will provide a feature around the amphitheatre and in selected locations for screening

Wild flower will comprise of a species rich swards.

A range of ornamental shrubs for planting in and around the school buildings will be chosen, selections
to be made based on their long term viability and for use in schools grounds, avoiding poisonous berrys.
thorns etc.

Precedent Images on this page from non-Atkins schemes
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1. Character - Planting types and functions

SuDS Planting Bulb Planting

Precedent Images on this page from non-Atkins schemes
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1. Character - Nature based features

- Willow-tunnels Ricxors
- - A é“'j. -

Precedent Images on this page from non-Atkins schemes

Mini allotments and growing spaces
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51. BB98 & BB99

This page illustrates the distribution of spatial types across the site
and the recommended BB 98 & BB99 areas. The design is currently
over provided for regarding hard informal play and under on soft

informal

As the design develops this will be addressed with the opportunity
to convert some of the hard space to provide more soft informal
play to get closer ta the recommendations in the BB98 and 99.

The table shows the current allowances for all types across

Nursery Primary and secondary.

Area calculations (in progress):

Landscape net area reguired

by Building Bulletins

Distribution of area across
site for this option

Diffrence between
Building Bulletins & Option

Nat external Nursery [Brimary |Secondary [Total m? |Nursery |Primary|Secondary |Tota Im®| Mursery |Primary |Secondary |Total m?
Sports pitches 17266 14855 -24473
Hard surfeced games courts 2303 2300 -3
Hard informal & social areas 150 1188 1300 2638 4935 2097
Softinformal & social areas 250 2112 2200) 4563 1425 -3237]
Habitat 100 T35 BOO| 1625 6456 4537
Float [remainder of site 500 2625 4000) 7125 07 6418
Accessible Parking 70 194 124
Bus drop off 735 1241 500
Parking 4395 4073 -916)
Deliveries & access 122 223 706
Hardstanding around building - firetender/maintenance 1689 1727] 38
Miscalaneous paths and pavements 0 3657] 3657
External plant enclosure 200 255 55)
Total 43441 42345 -1050)




5.2. BB98 & BB 99 areaplan

KEY

A

SOFT SPORTS 16688M*
BB 98 & 99 RECCOMENDED AREAS: 17266M*

HARD SPORTS 1424M*
BB 98 & 99 RECCOMENDED AREAS: 2303M*

HARD INFORMAL & SOCIAL 4646M?
BB 98 & 99 RECCOMENDED AREAS: 2638M?

SOFT INFORMAL & SOCIAL 1258M2*
BB 98 & 99 RECCOMENDED AREAS: 4663M*

HABITAT 23396M2*
BB 98 & 99 RECCOMENDED AREAS: 1625M*

FLOAT REMAINDER OF SITE 12828M*
BB 98 & 99 RECCOMENDED AREAS: 7125M?

ACCESSIBLE PARKING 188M2*
BB 98 & 99 RECCOMENDED AREAS: 70M*

BUS DROP OFF 1534M2*
BB 98 & 99 RECCOMENDED AREAS: 735M?

PARKING 3863M2*
BB 98 & 99 RECCOMENDED AREAS: 4995M

DELIVERIES & ACCESS 827M2*
BB 98 & 99 RECCOMENDED AREAS: 132M?

HARDSTANDING AROUND BUILDING - FIRETENDER/ MAINTENANCE 1016M2?
BB 98 & 99 RECCOMENDED AREAS: 1689M?

MISC PATHS & PAVEMENTS 4157M2*
BB 98 & 99 RECCOMENDED AREAS: 0M*

EXTERNAL PLANT ENCLOSURE- 214M2*
BB 98 & 99 RECCOMENDED AREAS: 200M?

JOUANNRCEnacn

L

1
1
L

Sitewide plan



ii. Access

As described in the site constraints section, the site topography is highly complex with steep banks and stepped
plateaux generally falling 14m from north to south and 5m west to east.

The building concept for the main building and sports building has been developed to utilise the different plateaux
as closely as possible to assist with generating level access internally and externally.

The buildings and their external areas are designed to ensure that all users will have equal and convenient access.
as a first principlz.

Design standards will meet or exceed Building Regulations Part M and the requirements of DfE Building Bulletins.

Building Access

Accessble parking spaces will be provided in locations near to principal entrances with all paths leading to entrances
achieving a gradient of 1:21 or less. These entrances will incorporate a weather canopy and large weather mat to
reduce water transfer.

The brief requires multiple entrances; the elevational treatment seeks to create clear visible entrances throughout.
Space is provided outside the entrances for powered wheelchairs and scaoters.

Main doars and circulation routes will follow BS8300:2009 guidance regarding the 20-22.5N opening pressure
requirement and where this is not possible, powered entrances will be provided

Reception desk

This is designed to suit seated and non seated users, and will incorporate a hearing loop.

Layout

The ayouts o~ t~e buildings are designec to al ow “or ~lear zoning and wayfinzing with simp e, linear circu ation
routes, daylit either directly or with borrowed light from adjacent spaces. The interfaces between the primary,
shared and secondary phases incorporate open hub areas which clearly mark the threshold of each zone. Further
visual cues will be generated through the interior design proposals.

Alternative Learning Needs provision is incorporated into the heart of the school in the central ‘hub’ locations
integrating ALN learners with the rest of the schoal.

All doors and corridors are designed to the widths required by Building Regulations.. Level access will be provided
throughout “hz main building and spor=s build rg with Lift access betweer ~_ocrs.
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Sanitary accommodation

WCs are distributed throughout the school buildings based on Building Regulations, Building Bulletin
recommendations and the Workplace Regulations. Accessible WCs are located to limit travel distance to 40m
from any lacation. Fully accessible independent WC roorns are provided which are for staff and pupil use. Ambulant
cubicles are provided within the main WC blocks.

Groups of WCs are arranged to allow the facilities to be assigned to suit different gender requirements
Hygiene rooms with washown and hoist facilities are placed within the secondary and nursery and primary phases.

The secondary phase WC provision adjacent to the hall and drama areas incorporates a hygiene room and
independent WC. These will be available for out of hours community use, for example, for performances and
evening events.

Access to outdoors for wellbeing

The design of the building promotes access to the outdoars for wellbeing with direct external access for dining for
both primary and secondary phases, external soft and informal spaces, sports pitches, outdoor break out and quiet
outdoor decompression areas for ALN learners

A roof terrace at Level O3 provides a garden for learning and break out.
Sports pitches will be accessible for all. refer to Landscape section.
Interiors

The interior design will take a hollisctic approach to design for access and wellbeing. We will ensure that all
ascects of “nishes and detail will be mindful of neuodiverse recuirements. hz mate-ials pal.ezze will use nzzu-al
materials and muted colourways avoiding garish, highly contrasting colours. We will ensure that visual noise is
managed in Thz use of pattern ans repet Zion and reducing it's occurance ¢ circu.ation 2rd ALN areas, specifically.

All teaching areas will have wheelchair accessible furniture and ensure that the positions of these is not a
compromised teaching experience.

We will also ensure that indoor planting is encouraged throughout the school, where possiole.
The Acoustic Environment

Despite being on a relatively noisy site with challenging elevation constraints, the external form of the building
helps to create a number of acoustically sheltered zones that can be utilised for external teaching and also
providing quieter periods for pupils to enjoy during break times.

Internally, the layout of the school has also considered noise disturbance throughout the school, with the aim
of optimising layouts to reduce noise disturbance by situating noise generating areas such as the music spaces
and the design and technology workshops rom the more noise sensitive parts of the building, the ALN areas in
particular.



External Space Approach to Access

The site constraints are significant with a building footprint and external spaces
that falls over a 14m change in level north to south and 4-5m east to west. The
strategy is to create usable level areas connected to each building zone which
steps up the site as well as tie into the existing boundary levels and to reduce the
amount of retaining walls to a minimum.

The wedding of the site layout to the complex local topography has reguired
considerable attention to ensure safe convenient and compliant access. This has
required a building and its associated external spaces to step up the site in a series
of 4m increments. The images opposite illustrate how this has been achieved, with
a solution which celebrates its surroundings and creates an exciting and varied
external experience which also accommadates generous spaces for external use
and convenient access into all entrances.

The site levels have been developed to reduce the amount of retaining walls
significantly across the site. This will create usable and level access and external
play areas and to integrate the building into the landscape generally. \Where
changes are inevitable we have introduced terraced walls to soften the impacts.
These will be planted to improve amenity biodiversity and visual amenity. The
landscape team has worked closely with architects and the civil engineers and
this multidisciplinary approach from an early stage has enabled us to produce a
functional and attractive design solution.

The school entrances will be formal open spaces enhanced by native trees and
ornamental shrubs. These are key areas which set the first impression for the
school and can help to create a positive identity. Small areas for congregating will
be provided by the entrances for friends and family to wait.

KEY:

@ Existing feeder route

E Main Vehicular Movement

E Main Pedestrian Movement
m Pedestrian Crossing
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iii. Movement

Site location and connectivity

Prior to developing proposals for the new schaol, MTCBC undertook & site selection process from which the
Bishop Hedley School site in Merthyr was chosen.

As a “ait~ schoo,, BCA has = wide catchrert area and Mertyr Tycfil is prov ces a central location with an
existing transport and highways infrastructure.

The secondary school population is already established at the Bishop Hedley site and the three feeder
primary schools, which will be incorporated into the new school, are also already located in Merthyr.

The wide catchment area will require the use of vehicles to travel to school for a large proportion of the staff
and pupil population. A full transport assessment (TA) has been prepared, included within the PAC report, to
promate long term sustainable transport measures and provision for child safety.

To minimise use of the private car, school buses will be provided from key locations across the catchment
area. .For staff and pupils Living locally, travel to school on foot or by cycling will be encouraged by providing
safer travel routes through highways impravements and better facilities an site.

Parking space calculations are set out in the assessment, based on an increase in the number of parking
spaces over and above the parking standards based on drop off demand and safety concerns,

Highways Improvements

The TA has generated a number of improvements to road safety on Gwaunfarren Road and Galon Uchaf
Road through discussion with MTBCB Highways. Details of the proposed S278 highways improvements are
described in separate drawings within the PAC submission.

These proposals incorporate highways improvements for the safety of road users and pedestrians, These
include:

New Zraffic calrinz and forral sed cedestrian crossing po rts alorg the key walk rg routes to the school.
Production of a travel plan to promote long term sustainable transport measures.

Parking mix based on travel surveys, TA and relevant parking standards (CSS Wales Parking Standards).
Table top crossings at each pedestrian site entrance

Road junction improvements with parking restrictions on Galon Uchaf Road and Gwaunfarren Road

It should be noted that there is no existing pavement to the northernmast section of the south bound
carriageway to Galon Uchaf Road - there is no scope to improve this due to the land ownership boundary.

On site measures include improved accessible cycle parking provisions and a bus parking area within the site,
Active travel

The planning proposals map indicates a proposed active travel integrated network route running along Galon
Uchaf Road immediately to the west of the school site to improve walking and cycling routes in future.
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REFER TO INSET PLAN

INSET PLAN

Main pedestrian movement

Secondary pedestrian movement

Accessbie parking

Drop off 2ones/Parking zone

Cyele parking

Main scheal entrance

Buleing access peinte (Nurssy Eeeation)
Builledriy socess paints Prirrery Education)
Bullding access peints [Secandary kducation)
Ruoof garden apcess point

External dining access.

Kitchen access point

Sparts hall actees point

Pedestrian rrossinig point



ii. Movement

Arrival by coach or bus
Primary pupils arriving by minibus will be dropped off and picked up within the Phase 2 site in the minibus bay.

Secondary pupils arriving by coach ar bus will be dropped off and picked up in the new drop off area within the
Phase 1 site, Pupils will approach the Phase 2 site via the tunnel or via the footway and new road crossing with
direct, clear access to the main secondary phase entrance., A turning area is provided within the site for buses to
avoid reversing

The bus stop on gwaunfarren Road is to be retained and relocated for pulic transport services.
Arrival by car

On-site parent parking and drop off for nursery and primary children remaves the requirement for road crossing.
Parking spaces outside the nursery and KS1 area of the primary phase will allow parents to take younger children
to their classroom area. Children will alight on the pavement to the school side of the parking areas away from
vehicular areas, Pupils will alight on the north side light onto the pavement on the same side of the road as the
school without having to cross the road.

Secondary pupils arriving by car would be dropped off in the parent drop off layby to the south of the Phase 1 site
where there is direct access to the main secondary phase entrance. They would use the crossing or the tunnel to
appproach the Phase 1 site.

Staff arriving by car will park in the car park on Phase 1 site.

Accessible spaces are provided close to the main entrances in accordance with Building Regulations requirements
Out of hours community users for the sports building will park wiithin the Phase 1 car par. Out of hours community
users may use the Phase 1 car park areas for events within the main school building.

Arrival by bicycle

Covered bicycle parking spaces will be provided on the Phase 1 and Phase 2 sites. On the Phase 2 site, these are
designated to the primary and secondary phase areas.

Cycle storage areas will be overlooked from the buildings for good natural surveillance. Showers for cyclists will
be available within the sports building.

Parking Areas

Parking areas are placed in areas where they are overlooked for security with clear entrance routes into the school HEY: [€]  anscrntenrace
puildings. The approach road within the Phase 2 site provides a generous stack length to reduce congestion at E E@MMM&M Building sibeess paints [Nursey Education)
peak perlodsas agreed following discussions with the local authority. @ -‘;'.W,,uf\tmmgmm Bl s i Py Exdation)
= M }Bﬂ’éﬁanmwerrﬁfr El Bulding acoess points [Secondary Edusation]
Arrivals by all modes has considered the safty, convenience and legibility of access withn a constrained site, E ;%W“’mmm"" Reof garden access point
challenged by site levels and existing highway arrangements. The design solution seeks to create convenient and = Parking E| Exterral dining acess
attractive routes for all. bl gt [€] wienmomspont
Do off znnesiPerking zane E| Sparts fiall sncess paint
South site plan Cycleparking Pedlestrisn crossig point
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iii. Movement

Entrance points into the buildings
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iii. Movement

Site wide parking and drop off provision:
Phase 1 (South)

01.  3no. Disabled bays

02, 82 no. Staff Parking Bays

03 7 no. 15m Luxury Coaches* Stacked (Only 2No, Drop-
off / Pickup i.e. doors aligned with kerbline — area will need
t0 be managed).

*Clarificzzion required on Bus flze:

Phase 2 (North)
04 5 no. Disabled bays

05 28 no. Primary School Dropoff / Pickup Bays/ Visitor Bays
06 2 no. Mini-Bus Bays

Offsite Laybys (Gwaunfarren Road)
a7 18 no. Parking Bays

Overall
8 no. Disabled Bays
110 na. Parking Bays
7 Bus Bays
2 no. Mini Bus Bays
18 no. offsite drop off / pick up bays
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Movement

VIEW LOCATION PLAN

The visuals below and opposite show how the site levels have been developed across all the hard and soft
spaces, to create accessible and compliant routes throughout the site. They indicate spot levels and the general
gradients to be achieved in a readily understandable format.

The focus was on achieving easily accessible gradients up to main entrances from vehicle parking and drop
zones with compliant pedestrian routes exceeding 1 in 21. External play spaces associated with each part of
the School have been achieved with gentle gradients that allow water to fall away from the building as well as
providing safe useabale space for activities runa round teaching and social interaction.

Large changes in level will be achieved through the use of stepped retaining structures to saften the impact.
The next design stage will consider the use of vegetated systems for these changes in level to help further
soften their appearance as wvell as provide enhanced biodiversity.( See retaining wall materials page 131)




Movement

VIEW LOCATION PLAN
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iv.  Environmental Sustainability

Energy and Resource Efficiency

Key Perf Indict etalled ¢ Il 1 US | t f the \ t
key performance indicato ver all i tribute t [ Jy anc -zert
Net Zero Carbon i fin ene
In accorda \ e Schools for Learning nme, BCA Catho L be designed a ij“ - r e 'ﬁ" . ) o Ign ot tn
e l o ] \ . J L ‘ e LoC00e/ pment uture a ould t ( |
" ) o o allc building t
\
0 ADVANCING
) NET ZERO
ed and operational impacts over the life of the building, including its disposal, are zero or negative

Net Zero Carbon Buildings:

A Framework Definition

KWh/m?2. Opportunities to reduce overa

s Pt [ ——

T URBEVOD i ham g!rw@ cansiy s woans ves () lm]ﬂ.l_
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BREEAM

The target for BREEAM is to achieve BREEAM Excellent rating under BREEAM New construction 2018, A number
of co-ordination meetings have been held with the BREEAM consultant and the design team to ensure that
targetting of early creadits are being met.

A Life Cycle Assessment and Life Cycle Cost has been carried out by Sustainable Construction Services for
material selection for superstructure, substructure, hard landscaping and services to assist in the selection of
materials in the following work stages.

Oppartunties/ Measures which will accommodate future changes has been assessed which include the following:
Accessibility

All plant is placed externally on the roof or within designated plant room zones for ease of replacement and
maintenance. This allows the plant eguipement can be easily removed and changed using the correct Llifting
equipment in the event of future adaptability requirements. WC's and vertical circulation space have been
positioned together to allow maximum adaptability to the rest of the internal spaces.

Versatility, Convertability, Expandability

“hzbuild rgis proposed to be a stzel structure, sezout onagr ¢ forration to provide maximum ~exibility w h n the
rternal layout. | chtweight stud partitions between classrooms = low for future croofing and ease of alzernzTive
room functions.  Any bracing proposed can be reviewed to support the structure can be strategically placed within
vertical circulation and amenity areas.

Adaptability

hz b.ilzing has been dzsigrez w .h a mixed maode van_ilalior sl-alecy. This allows [or [ull beilzing [Lexibilily o
future changes as all spaces are fully serviced. Should the building reguire increased service provision there are
service risers positioned around the building. As part of the ventilation strategy all external perimeter rooms can
be single sided naturally ventilated.

Adaptation to Climate Change

“hs strategy for weatherproofing and d=tailing, material durab lity, and health and safety of building occugants
has been reviewed against the roof design, wall design and building envelope.

Material Optimisation

The design has gone through a number of iterations to simplify buildability. with a view to minimise retaining
walls Lo s plily Lhe delailing, w= _erprooling ele. _esign has alllowed o~ slandard malerial dimer sions, removirg
redundant materials from the design, recycling and re-use of materials at the end of their lifespan, using pre-
fabricated elements and minimising have been considered and will continue to be reviewed through the design
stages.
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iv. Environmental Sustainability

Well-being of Future Generations Act

Key Drivers of the We
linked in terms of foc

[-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 and 21st Century Schools programme are
ssing on sustainability for future generations.

The Design Team have reviewed the strategy and initial design which overlaps with achieving net zero, a BREEAM
Excellenl slandard anz delivering cormrmunily beneli_s encouraging mare helsilic 0
and enablng the wi urity to benefit from public investment. We [-Bzin
the Client in the following stage of the project.

Vork Considered

Areas o

Safe Access - Health and Safety Strategy has been developed.

S | Stakeholders consulted an design - Engagement Sessions have been carried out throught the design
process.

Materials - Id
for re-use/ d

entificatior and evaluation of potent =. _se of low or zero cz-bor mater 2.5 and potential design
sntrcution has been undertaken through the BREEAM prac

Transport/ Infrastructure - A transport assessment has been prepared and included inthe PAC report
Energy - Passive design solutons have been developed as part of the net zero strategy described above

Mater - Flood risk and surface water run off potential has been evaluated by the civil engineers and a SUDs
strategy developed

Pollution - Building ventilation s

ystem proposals has been developed.

Fcology/ Landscaping - An ecological assessment has been carried out and has been incorporated and
develaoped as part of the landscape strategy.

Climate Change - Future Climate change adaptation strategies have been reviewed as part of the BREEAM
process.
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iv.  Environmental Sustainability - Landscape

Bio diversity enhancement

Promote local labour and suppliers

Climate change adaption

Promote cycling and walking
% Responsible sourcing of materials
Shared community use

Rain gardens
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Species rich grassland

Cycle Shelter




5.3.Objectives of Good Design
v. Estimated Tree Retentions and Removals

The below tables and plan opposite illustrate the vegeation removal strategy.

For full detalls refer to ArbTS drawings:

ArbTS_1492.3_Bishop Hedley Catholic High School_TreelmpactPlan
ArbTS_1492.1_Bishop Hedley Catholic High School_TreeCP

ArbTS_1482.1_Bishop Hedley Catholic High School_TreeCP_AERIAL

KEY BS 5837:2012 Tree Quality (Colour Coded)
(Individual Tree)

Category A (High)

(*Highly desirable for retention*)

Category B (Moderate)

(*Desirable for retention*)

Category C (Low)

(*Optional for retention®)

Category U (Poor)

(*Unsuitable for retention*)

Tree Key - Individual Trees

Branch Spread (wveasured on
the North, East, South and West side
of Tree)

/— Tree Species
3-BEECN="" (Gypman e ome
Shown)
Tree ID# (T- individual Tree)

Root Protection Area (RPA) (A layout
design tool indicating the minimum area
around a tree deemed to contain sufficient
roots and rooting volume to maintain the
tree's viability, and where the protection of
the roots and soil structure is treated as a
priority.)

Key : Tree Impact
@ Trees to be removed to
facilitate development design

D Tree Group to be removed to

Tree Key - | Group/Area/Woodland/Hedgerow

Tree ID# (G-Tree Group,
A-Tree Area, W-Woodland,
H- Hedgerow)

facilitate development design

Tree Species
{Common Tree Name
Shown)

BS 5837:2012 Tree

Quality (Colour Coded as for -Average Branch
i ual trees) Spread

Shade Pattern - shade
pattern not shown on
plan (garly morning shade starting
North West through to evening
shade to the East)
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v. Planting compensation strategy

This drawing illustrates the overall planting strategy for the site which has been
developed in line with advice from the Ecology team, the Arboricultual consultant
MTBCs Landscape Architect and the drainage designers.

The design provides an exciting framewaork for the creation of a comprehensive set of
soft spaces and hab ats whic~ wil_ benefiz nat_re anc people. It will also resgect the
local context and site neighbours, be climate resilient and help to improve biodiversity,
whilst adding to the richness of the educational experience, creating formal and
informal play as well as social interaction spaces for pupils, staff and visitors.

PROPOSED SOFT LANDSCAPE

[ ] PROPOSED AMENITY / SPORTS GRASS

[ ] PROPOSED WILDFLOWER / HABITAT GRASS
[ ] PROPOSED SUDS PLANTING

[ PROPOSED SHRUB PLANTING

[l PROPOSED NATIVE HEDGE PLANTING

I PROPOSED NATIVE WOODLAND PLANTING
[@&] PROPOSED TREE PLANTING
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v.  Community Safety

Legibility and Wayfinding

The concep: ~or the main build rg and external ar=as cenerates clzar.y defined zonzs betwesn pr mary, se
and shared areas through its scale, massing and layout, Maintaining safeguarding principles has been central to

the brief and to the design concept.

The phase 1 and 2 sites are to be sercured to their entire perimeters by a security fence and gates.

Clear entrance routes through the site lead to distinctly marked entrances to each phase of the building, including
a simple linear route to the main visitors' reception from the site entrance and paths to entrances are overlooked
by the school accommoodation to achieve natural surveillance.

Within the buildings, corridor layouts are simple minimising dead end corridors. Corridar ends are glazed to allow
views out for orientation and to receive daylight. Circulation areas at junctions between the different phases are
widened to assist with arientation. WC blocks are developed as an open style, a commonly adopted anti-bullying

measure.

The layout and access control strategy will allow for the appropriate separation of the primary and secondary
phases in line with the brief. Access control will allow for the zoning of visitor and community use areas, to prevent
unauthorised access to areas occupied by children. For example, the visitor's 1 tion area is self-contained with
an adjacent meeting room and WC so parents and visitors to reception remain outside the re line unless by
arrangement when they will be greeted and accompanied through the school. Further e lines through the
school will prevent access between the primary and secondary phases. Shared learning experiences where, for
example, Year 7 children may be invited to engage with secondary pupils, will be magaged by staff.

The buildings and sports pitches will provide community use outside school hours during evenings and weekends:
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v. Community Safety

Although secured by design accreditation is not sought as part of this development,
the building has been designed with reference to SBD principles and to ensure that
the development proposals will feel welcoming and safe and discourage anti-social
behaviour.

As detailed in the plan oppasite, a 2.2m high secure fence line encloses the main
school building and associated external spaces, A secondary 1.2m high fence provides
additional protection to the nursery and primary zones and limits access and egress
between the external school play areas. Acoustic fencing along the northern boundary
provides noise mitigation between private and public areas, Sports fencing has been
provided to the rugby pitch (4m high) to the north and ballstop fencing (3m high) to
the two MUGA and two 30 pitches.

Our design approach also incorporates:

+ The selection of robust and easily maintainable building materials, especially at low
level.

+ A well-Lit external environment around the building.
+ Bicycle storage racks securely located in visible locations

- Waste securely stored within the building and moved to an outside container for
immediate collection as part of a coordinated building & waste management strategy.

KEY:

Secure fence line (2.2m high)

Secondary fence line (1.2m high)

Acoustic fencing (indicative alignment)

Sports fencing to Rugby pitch (4m high)

Ball stop fencing to MUGA's and 3G pitchs (3m high)

memmmmn  Existing fencing retained/ replaced

(to be assessed on site)
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V.

Community Safety

Areas for community use indicated in green

COMMUNITY ACCESS KEY

PRINGIPAL COMMUNITY ACCESS POINT
COMMUNITY ACCESS

DIGITAL ACCESS CONTROL POINT
MANLAL LDCK AGCESS CONTROL POINT
MANUAL 'CLASSROOM' LOCK TQ

PREVENT ACCESS FROM OTHER
LEVELS

ALTERNATIVE EMERGENGY ESCAPE ROUTE



COMMUNITY ACCESS KEY

A FRINCIPAL COMMUNITY ACCESS POINT

Community Safety

V.

DIGITAL ACCESS GONTROL POINT

MANLAL LOCK ACCESS CONTROL POINT

MAMUAL ‘CLASSROOM' LOCK TO

PREVENT ACCESS FROM OTHER

LEVELS

ALTERNATIVE EMERGENCY ESCAPE ROUTE

o
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COMMUNITY ACCESS KEY

A PRINGIPAL COMMUNITY ACCESS POINT
I:I COMMUMITY ADCESS

® DIGITAL ACCESS CONTROL POINT

[ ] MANUAL LOCK ACCESS CONTROL POINT

MAMUAL 'C_ASSROOM' LOCK TO
@ PREVENT ACCESS FROM OTHER
LEVELS

=P ALTERNATIVE EMERGENCY ESCAFE ROUTE




V.
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Community Safety

COMMUNITY ACCESS KEY

A PRINGIPAL COMMUNITY ACCESS POINT

D COMMUNITY ACCESS

® DIGITAL ACCESS CONTROL POINT

® MANUAL LOCK ACCESS CONTROL FOINT
MANUAL 'GLASSRODM LOCK TO.

@ PREVENT ACCESS FROM OTHER

LEVELS

=P ALTERNATIVE EMERGENCY ESCAFE ROUTE

.o e g

ATHA Enciomse

St




V.

Community Safety

COMMUNITY ACCESS KEY

A PRINCIPAL COMMUNITY ACCESS POINT

m COMMUNITY ACCESS

® DIGITAL ACCESS CONTROL POINT

® MANLAL LDCK AGCESS CONTROL POINT
MAMUAL 'C_ASSROOM' LOCK TO

@ PREVENT ACCESS FROM OTHER

LEVELS

=P ALTERNATIVE EMERGENCY ESCAFE ROUTE

148



v.  Community Safety

Secured by Design
The buildings and site will address the principles of Secured by Design.
Perimeter Security

In accordance with Secured by Design principles, the rugby pitch on the Galon uchaf site, the MUGAs and all
weather pitches will be protected by fencing to meet Secured by Design standard. Refer to Landscape section of
this report.

Gales w Lbe o Lhe same heig L =rd sp=cilicalior as L e [=ncing wilh gaps sizzd Lo prevenl people rom crawling
below.

CCTV

External elevations of the school buildings, main entrances, public circulation areas , bin and bike stores and pupil
play areas will be protected by CCTV.

Lighting

The external lighting will protect the whole of the outside of the school buildings, bicycle stares, bin stores and
vehicle parking areas. Please refer to separate MEP report

Landscaping

General measures include site security fencing to the perimeter, secondary subdivision of the site with a good level
securily Lo play sgaces, cood nalural sorevelilance, geod waylinding and well L spaces, Clear slemmed Lrees Lo
2m height are to be planted. the landscape scheme has been developed to create a sense of safety and security
through clear wayfinding.

Signage

Signage will be clearly displayed and multi-lingual and placed at all decision points. the building form and entrance
desogn provide rat_ral cues to assist with wayfirding.

Veh cle garking < to be clearly defined.

Vehicle Parking and Access

A bzrrier system wit™ access control is to be in place. The car park will te marked to definz claer zonss.
Bin stores

The bin store is to be incorporated within the building form and is to be kept locked.
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External furniture

External fumniture is to be siyted to avoid it being used for an an aid in climbing fences or breaching security
provisions.

Bicycle stores

Bicycle stares are to be in accordance with secured by design principles and are to be overlooked from rooms
within the school. They are to comply with Secured by Design requirements and they are to be positioned to be
overlooked from rooms in the school. These will be provided in accordance with local authority and BREEAM
standards. They will be covered.

Access to drainage and service areas
Access to telephone junction points will be secured to prevent interference/removal
Building shell security

The design ,of the building will atke into account the need to prevent features that aid scaling or climbing and
hidden areas must be designed out.

Th= buildings are generally of cric< construct on at ground ~.ocr areas. the weathe~ czropies are above the 2
critical height.

Outside covered areas are ta be covered by CCTV and lighting.
Access control
Access from the reception into the main school is to be controlled by access control.

Access. control from any community area into the rest of the school is to be controlled by acces control when the
area is in use by the general public.

Ability to lock down the site securely should there be an increase in threat and appropriate doors and locking
mechanisms will be in place to achieve a reasonable response delay both externally and internally creating layers
of delay

The doors leading into event spaces need to be secured and given some resilience and delay from a determined
intrusion.  This will allow time for escape and a delay to allow a response. There needs to be a means to
communicate a threat throughout the building in order to facilitate a lock down of the building i.e, an alarm or
tannoy system.



v.  Community Safety

School entrances and visitor control

The number of entrances into the building are largely dictated by the school brief which requires a single, shared
visitars' entrance, separate entrances for secondary and primary and entrances directly into the classrooms for
thenorsary zed grounc ocr pr - ary classrooms.

It will be possible to reduce the number to one during school hours which is ta be claerly signed and well illuminated.
Drainpipes

Rainwater pip=s are o be ~ ush fitting.

Windows

All external vulnerable windows is to meet SBD standards (PAS 24 2016) or equivalent and by third party tested
and cerificated. Any g.azing in vulnerab e windzws should be laminatez glass.

Intruder alarm system
The school is to be alarmed with the alarm system linked to a central monitoring station.
All rooms where valuable property is to be stored is to be protected by the alarm system.

The alarm will be capable of being zoned off so unoccupied areas of the school are alarmed when other parts of
the school e.g. community areas are in use and are therefore not alarmed.

Sprinkler system

A sprinkler system is to be installed.

Roof access

Roof access will only be possible from within the building via lockable hatches.
Doors

Allexternal doors ar= to meet SDB stardarcs. fier doors are to be alz-m=d sc a sigral on ogening can be tranmitt=d
to the reception ares.

All glazing to external dooor panels and adjacen to these door panels must be lamintated.
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V. Commun:it:y Safety
|

Movement and Access Control across the site

P FIRE APPLIANCE ACCESS

P DELIVERIES ACLESS

- mme - WASTE GOLLECTION AGCESS

ACCESS POINT/GATE WITH
DGITALEL ECTRIC LOCK

ACGESS POINT/GATE
WITH MANLIAL LOCK




v. Community Safety

|
Movement and Access Control across the site

PARENT DROF-OFF

COACH & BUS DRCF-OFF

STAFF PARKING

ACGESS POINT/GATE WITH
DIGITALELECTHIG LOCK

ACCESS POINT/GATE
WITH MANUAL LOCK
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v. Community Safety
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Movement and Access Control across the site

ACCESS POINT/GATE WITH
DIGITALELECTRIC LOCK

ACCESS POINT/GATE
WITH MANUAL LOGK



Planning Policy Adherence

1.0 Planning Policy Overview

11 Section 38 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires that in determining a
planning application the determination must be in accordance with the Development Plan unless
material considerations indicate otherwise.

12 The Developrert Plan for the z-ez corprises the Merthyr ~yafil Replzcement Local
Development Plan (LDP) 2016 - 2031 which was formally adopted by Council on 29.1.20.

13 The design proposals seek to address and are mindful of all of the relevant national and Local
planning policy with particular attention paid towards the highlighted areas which has been
demonstrated in the previous sections covering our design proposals.

National Planning Policy
Planning Policy Wales (Edition 11) 2021

1.4 National Planning Policy is contained within the 11th edition of Planning Policy Wales (PPW),
published by the Welsh Government in February 2021. PPW is supported by 20 topic-based
Technical Advice Notes (TANs), which are also relevant.

15 PPW is the Welsh Government's principal planning policy document, with the primary
objective of ensuring that the planning system contributes towards the delivery of sustainable
development and improves the social, economic. environmental and cultural well-being of Wales,
as required by the Planning (Wales) Act 2015, the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act
2015 and other key legislation.

16 PPW and the National Development Framewark (NDF) set out how the planning system at a
national, regional and local level can assist in delivering these reguirements through Strategic
Development Plans (SDPs) and Local Development Plan (LDPs).

17 They identify the importance of education for economic, social and sustainability of Wales (para
3.61) and that they are well placed to support active and social linkages (Chapter 4). Appropriate
educzTion rfrastructure is also icentified as being essential “or a ‘Prod_ctive and Enterpr sing
Wales' (Chapter 5). The proposal is for a new school which will provide community use.

Well-being & Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015

1.8 The Well-Being and Future Generations (Wales) Act (WBFG) 2015 requires bodies in Wales
0 think about the long-term impact of their decisions, to work better with people, communities
and each other, and to prevent persistent proolems such as poverty, health inegualities and
climate change. See sustainability section.

19 To ensure we all works towards the same purpose, the Act puts in place seven well-being goals
which public bodies are reguired to work towards achieving. The Act is a material consideration
in planning terms and therefore its goals are considered relevant to this proposal. These are as
follows:

A prosperous Wales;
A resilient Wales;
A healthier Wales;
A more equal Wales;
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A globally responsible Wales.

110  Educstion s akey component which influences all of the above goals. The rpo-tance of
providing high quality education within inspiring and well-considered settings should not
be under-estimatzd in terms its signi~ cancs to the well-bzing of cur f_t_re gererations. Se=
Objectives of Good Design section

Technical Advice Notes

111 Planning Policy Wales is supplemented by a series of 21 tapic based Technical Advice Notes
(TANs) which pravide practical guidance relating to various forms of development and the role of
the planning system in dealing with the determination of planning applications. The following

TANSs are considered relevant to this application:

TAN 11 -Noise (1997);
TAN 12 -Design (2016);
TAN 16 -Sport, Recreation & Open Space (2009);
TAN 18 =Transport (2007).
The Development Plan
Merthyr Tydfil Replacement Local Development Plan (LDP) 2016 - 2031

112 The statutory development plan for the purpose of Section 38 (6) of the Planning and
Compu.sory Purchase Act 2004 is t~e Merthyr Tydfil Replacement _ccal Development Plan
which was adopted in January 2020.

113 The Proposals Vap identifies the schocl as being within t-e Settlem=nt limits, and highlighs it as
falling within a Heat Priority Area, however does not designate the land for any particular use.

114  Itis considered that the proposed development will assist in achieving the objectives set out
within the LDP Strategy. These include the following:

L. DP Ohjective 4 Regeneration: To promote the suitable reuse of previously developed land and
the continued regeneration of local communities. See Objectives of Good Design section.

L.DP Ohjective 5 Infrastructure: To ensure that community infrastructure and open space
supports the regeneration of local communities. See Objectives of Good Design section.

LDP Objective 6 Sustainable Design: To promote high guality, sustainable and inclusive design
and support measures, \which mitigate the predicted effects of climate change (Sustainability sub
section).

LLDP Ohjective 7 Transport: To support an integrated transport system, promote active travel
and ensure new developments are accessible by walking, cycling and public transport Links. See
Objectives of Good design section - Access and movement sub section.

LDP Objective 8 Community Facilities: To support existing community facilities and suitable
community led development. See Objectives of Good Design section - Character and Community
Safety sub sections.

LDP Ohjective 10 Biodiversity: To improve ecosystem resilience and connectivity which support
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The following Local Development Plan policies contained within the LDP are considered to be of
relevance to this application.

From a high level strategic perspective, Policy SW4 states that development will be encouraged
within settlement boundaries (as proposed by this development) to encourage development within
urban areas, support the re-use of previously developed land, and to protect and support the
functioning of our rural economy and the countryside.

Policy SW10 highlights that development proposals that improve the quality, guantity or access to
open space will generally be supported. The policy also seeks to protect existing open space

by setting out criteria that would need to be met to justify any loss, These include, an assessment of
the quantum of space in the area, whether other areas can be enhanced to compensate for the loss
resulting from redevelopment.

Policy SW11 states that development must contribute to the creation of attractive and sustainable
places through high guality, sustainable and inclusive design. Where appropriate, the development
will be required to comply with a set of requirements, such as to be appropriate to its local context in
terms of scale, height, massing, elevational treatment, materials and detailing, layout, form, mix and
density. See Objectives of Good Design section (Character sub section).

Policy SW17? articulates that development that encourages @ modal shift towards sustainable
transport will be supported, including the enhancement of pedestrian, cycle, rail and bus
facilities, in addition to any necessary road improvements. Development proposals will be
expected to demanstrate how they reduce the need to travel and encourage the use of sustainable
transport. See Objectives of Good Design section (Access and Movement sub sections).

Palicy SW™ = confirms that the provision of rew and enhanced community fac ities will be suppo-ted
subject to satisfying other relevant LDP policies.

Policy EnW4 requires that development proposals demonstrate that they will not result in an
unacceptable impact on peaple, residential amenity, property and / or the natural environment from
issues such as pollution, contamination and noise. See Objectives of Cood Design section.

Policy EnW5 states that development proposals will be permitted where it can be satisfactorily
demonstrated that it would not cause unacceptable harm to the character and quality of the
landscape setting of the County Borough. See Objectives of Good Design section (Character
and Sustainability sub sections).

Given the site's lacation within a heat priority area, Policy EcWS will need to be considered. This
policy states major development will be expected to incorparate, where viable and technically
feasible, infrastructure for district heating and to connect to existing systems where available.

Supplementary Planning Guidance
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The following Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) are considered relevant to this development

proposal:

Planning Obligations SPG
Sustainahle Design SPG

Nature and Development SPG
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