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Summary of the Proposal

This Design and Access Statement has been prepared in support of a full planning application for the
redevelopment of the Bishop Hedley Catholic High school site, together with an area of the Galon Uchaf Park
size known as Plateau 2, and Gwaunfarren Primzry School site, submitted on behalf of Merthyr Tydfil Zcunzy
Borough Council (MTCBC). This follows a PAC application submitted to the Council in February 2023,

The proposal is to create a new all-through 3 to 16 school to replace the existing St Aloysius RC Primary
School, the Federation of St Illtyd's RC and St Mary's RC Primary Schools and Bishop Hedley High School. The
proposed development includes the demolition of the existing Bishop Hedley school buildings, the construction
of anew all-though school building, the extension to and the remadelling of an existing sports building together
with the associated external works for pupil learning and recreation, sports pitches, vehicle access, highways
improvements, parking and drop off.

The proposed new-build all-through school will accommodate a 525-pupil place primary school with a 100
full time equivalent pupil place nursery and a 600 pupil (4 form entry) secondary school with community use.

Surnmary of Proposals

The proposal is to demolish all existing buildings on the Bishop Hedley School site with the exception of the
existing sports hall.

The construction of a new two, three and four storey building to incorporate a nursery, primary phase,
secondary phase all through school with community use.

The extension of the existing sports hall to form changing room and classroom accommaodation and the
remodelling and over-cladding of the external building envelope of the sports hall.

The construction of a new sports pitch on ‘Plateau 1" of Galon Uchaf Park with assciated pedestrian and
emergency vehicle access.

The construction of new sports pitches and spaces for outdoor learning and recreation for school pupils on
the Bishop Hedley Schaal site.

Improvements to an existing pedestrian underpass with new passenger lift to improve accessibility.
New vehicle access routes from the highway, parking and drop off areas.

Highways impravements to Galon Uchaf Road and Gawunfarren Road.












Initial Project Brief

Merthyr yzlil Coonly Borough Council (M ICBC) proposes Lo es.ab.ish a n=w VA Calhol ¢ =-16
all zhrough school or the Bishcp Hzdley Schoo. site Gwaunfarren 0=z, Merzhyr ~ydfil, as pz-t of
their 21st Century Schools development programme.

The Authority has undertaken a statutory consultation process in line with Welsh Government
School Organisation Code. The existing St Aloysius RC Primary School, the Federation of St

Ilttyd's RC and St Mary's RC Primary Schools and Bishop Hedley High School will be discontinued.

The proposed new all through school will accommadate a 525-pupil place primary school with
100 full time equivalent pupil place nursery, and a 600 pupil (4 form entry) secondary school.

The new 3-16 VA Catholic School is to be designed to deliver the Welsh Gavernment's new
Curriculum for Wales and the design propasals are to consider use outside of school hours,
allowing the school to act as a supportive hub of the local community.

The selection of the Bishop Hedley Schoal site followed an extensive consultation with
councillars and with the local community.

BREEAM Excellent anz net zero carbon in cperation as defin=d by UKGBC.
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The Vision

Sue Walker - Chief Education Officer for Merthyr tydfil County Borough Council set out
the vision for the new school:

" 4 new 3-16 school for & new 3-16 project. The school has to embody that - it has to be

a truly 3-16 through school for more than one reason - this school is a faith school, that

[s intrinsic In its culture and ethos, to open a school that supports the journey of faith for
children and their families from 3-16 has to be built in from the beginning. A chapel where
children and the community can come to worship, to learn and enjoy what faith can offer
thern must be part of the school without question. This is a school that is being built in
partnership with the archdiocese, ultimately this school will be & Voluntary Aided School and
it is important that this aspect is interwoven throughout.

This is not a primary and secongary school in one builaing it must allow for the 3-16
philosophy to be realised wherever possible. There must be learning areas that can be shared

by children and young people of all ages ... it does go without saving though that break-time’

areas need to be separate for the different age groups. For 3-11 pupils especially there must
be the opportunity for outdoor learning, classes should open out to the outdoors so learning

opoortunities are fluid and move from indoors to outdoors seamlessly.

Areas for independent learning for older children need to be built in ... the skill of independent
learning must be fostered and developed. This could be simply through the inclusion of a fit
for purpose library which again c
Century ..but the use of technology as a normal everyaday tool needs to be recognised in all
areas.

ld be a shared area. All classrooms must be fit for the Z21st

I mentioned earlier the importance of the faith element ... this will be a community faith
schoal, it will support the community of its learners, but it will also support the local
community, There must be the opportunity for the community to use the facilities after
school and on weekends, however this must be carefully planned and the areas for
community use must be able to be secured separately from the main body of the school,
This also gives the gpportunity for some community use during the school day such as
childeare, togadler groups etc.

This is an exciting time for not only the education community in Merthyr Tydiil but also Tor
the parishes that will be served by this new build and | am looking forward to continuing the
Jjourney with you and hopefully getting to one of these meetings in the future!

Classes should open to outdoors so
opportunities are fluid and move

from indoors to outdoors seamlessly

Independent learning for older children

Opportunity for community
use during the school day
learning

Community use to be
secured separately

3-16 Philosophy

A chapel where children and the
community can come together to

worship

Learning areas

A truly 3-16 through school

that can be

shared between
different age

groups
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Supports the journey of faith

Use of technology

To support the local
community learning

Partnership with
archdiocese
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For 3-11 pupils especially there must
be opportunities for outdoor leaming
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2.2. Strategic Context

Delivery of the Council's 21st Century Schools Band B Strategic
Outline Programme (SOP) forms part of the Learning Department's
strategic priorities and is critical for the delivery of the long term
desired strategic outcomes;

School places that meet the needs of the local population

School buildings are fit for purpose well maintained and provide
good teaching and learning environments suitable for 21st
century learning, the new curriculum and beyond in support

of providing high quality education infrastructure that enables
school leaders,teachers and learners to raise standards of
education across all key stages and improve pupils emotional
and physical health and wellbeing in line with ‘Education in Wales
- Our National Mission’.

The 21st Century Schools Band B SOP is also a key part of the new
overarching (draft) strategy for MTCBC's Learning Department —
‘Raising Aspirations, Raising Standards (RARS) Strategy 2020-2025'
- ‘Success for every child'.

The delivery of the Band B programme is a specific Commitment to
Action in support of one of the RARS strategic goals - Developing
the Environment for Learning and it has scope to help deliver other
Commitments to Action to realise this strategic goal:

Strategic Goal: Developing the Environment for Learning

Deliver the Band B 21st Century Schools programme and
develop and seek commitment to a long-term plan for future
estate improvements

Ensure the Council's Digital Strategy supports the
requirements of the Curriculum for Wales building and acting
upon the knowledge of where there is most digital exclusion

Provide greater opportunities for learning outside the
classroom

Strategic Goal: 'Supporting Learners Health & Wellbeing'

Commitments to Action the Band B Programme can contribute
towards:

Improving the engagement of schools in both the Healthy

Schools offer and Active Merthyr thus improving opportunities

for children and young people to be active and healthy

Provide more opportunities for children, young people and
their families to be more physically active through a range of
partnerships both locally and further afield

Maximise the opportunities for children to access outdoor play
through ensuring there are safe outdoor, green spaces

Strategic Goal: Improving Achievement and Progression

Commitments to Action the Band B Programme can contribute
towards:

' Ensuring that all education settings are equipped to develop an
innavative curriculum that can be adapted and delivered outside of
settings should the need arise.

' Ensuring that all education settings are equipped to implement the
Curriculum for Wales as it is introduced.

' Ensuring that all education settings are equipped to implement the
ALNET Act as it is introduced.

.
SMT

Safer Merthyr Tydhl
P TLY. R Dl

Success for every child

Liwydiant i bob plentyn

Be the best that you can be
Byddwch y gorau y gallweh

‘Success for every child’

Raising Aspirations and
Raising Standards

Improving educational outcomes in Merthyr Tydfil County Borough 2020-2025
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School Specific Brief - Accommodation Required

The Department for Education and Skills documents Building Bulletin 98 (BB98) and Building Bulletin 99
(BB99) form the area standards adopted for the development of the new school.

During the briefing process, a curriculum analysis was prepared and a schedule of accommodation was
developed with MTCBC and the stakeholder team to capture the number, type and sizes of space required
for the new school building, using BB99 and BBS8 as a framewaork.

The development of the Schedule of Area generatated a target gross internal floor area (GIFA) of 8893 sg m

/13



Key Elements of the Brief

A detailed brief for the new school was developed through a series of engagement meetings with MTCBC and
the project stakeholders for the development of the new school.

An online survey 'Human Centred Design’ was carried out to consult with the wider stakeholders including
staff, pupils and parents.

The “ollowing key objectives were established fror the bricfing process to inform the sesign:

Cne=choo - the b llzing must reflect the = L troogh 3-16 et-os and appe=r as a single school building

+ Achapel at the heart of the school - to be accessible for all pupils and the community and to e
.0cales =.grouns .00

+ Separate entrances for nursery, primary and secondary phases
* Asingle, shared visitor reception
Site and building zoning with secure lines between primary and secondary phases for safeguarding

» Shared learning areas - spaces “or children from across age groups to come together, for transition, in
line with the all through school 3-16 ethos

+  Community Facilities - to include the chapel and sports facllities and a designated cornmunity room to
pe seperately zoned from the school

Primary phase location to allow direct access to outdoor learning from all KS1 classrooms
»  Nursery to be integrated with Primary
+ Primary play areas to located away from secondary phase teaching areas for acoustic separation
» Shared primary and secondary phase staff areas o promote communication across the school

» Single, shared catering kitchen to serve both primary and secondary dining whilst maintaining
separate zoning between phases

»  Fully secured site with fencing and gates to perimeter

» On site parent parking and drop off, community parking areas and bus drop off with the
requirement that nao buses should reverse on the site

+ BREEAM Excellent is to be achieved
The school bullding should acopt a net zero carbon in operation strategy

The site area is to include Phase 1 and Phase 2 area of the site, extended to incorporate the pitch area
shared with Gwaunfarren Primary School
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Initially, the brief required the whole development to be accommodated within the Bishop Hedley site.
This was extended to include an area of Galon Uchaf Park (plateau 2) to accommodate a sports pitch.
Otherwise, all buildings are to be accommodated within the Bishop Hedley school site.

The sports hall and its associated accommodation may be separated from the school buildings
Some buildings are to be retained for decant during construction of nev building

Retention of the existing sports hall building is to be considered

Road crossing to be minimised

Building massing is to be economic and simple in form to achicve the net zero aspirations.

Findings from the Human Centred Design survey:

Strong views that the chapel should be dedicated to worship, however, feedback also showed that people
would be happy for it to be multifunctional e.g. for assemblies, after school clubs etc.

There is an opportunity for the community to use the school for events

Current outdoor learning opportunities are low but the primary scf

they would like to teach outdoors

100l respondents in particular said that

Outdoor space was considered important for health and wellbeing
secondary staff thought outdoor space was the most useful space for pupil activities requiring interaction

Parents' views were split aver the mixing of age groups with concerns over safeguarding but recognition of
the berefits of integration

Prrary phass responder L3 thooght thal rellecling Lhe slage ir the idenlily oI he building is impor L=r L



Landscape Brief

The brief requires the landscape design to support Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council's commitment to
establishing modern, high guality learning environments that meet the school's aspirations and to comply with
the following guidance/legislation/rating

Schedule 3 of the Flood and Water Management Act 2010

CIRIA C753 The SuDS Manual design guidance.

Building Bulletin 98 + 99

BREEAM - ‘Excellence' rating to be achieved
Specific briefing rzguirements includs:

Small congregation areas for waiting

Entrance Courtyard

Provide Native tree planting

Forest School/outdoor Learning

To provide a stimulating environment increasing students’ physical, mental and social health.

Outdoor learning and access to nature can also decrease stress levels of students and teachers
Other elements to be incorporated acrass the site:

Suds Rain Gardens

Habitat areas

Allotment / Growing areas

Orchard

Amphitheatre

Boulder garden

Bird Hide

Forest Garden Play

Memorial Garden

PARKING
120 Car parking bays
30 Drop off spaces
7 Bus spaces
8 Accessible spaces

133 Cycle spaces across the site

SPORTS PITCHES
Rugby (114 X 70m) with additional 7m run off
3G Pitch (9144 X 54.864) additional 3m run off
3XMUGA

The community pitch will meet the minimum size reguired by the South Wales FA 81.44 X 54.84m and an

additional 3m run off.
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Brief - Adjacencies

This diagram captures the key adjacencies for the spatial arrangerment of the school
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Overview

" Galon Uchaf Park

Bishop Hedley" .
School site Phase 2. -

Bishop Hedley
School site
Phase 1

Context photo of existing site location within Merthyr Tydfil



site Phase 1

Galon Uchaf Park

Bishop Hedley

Bishop Hedley -
School site
Phase 1

Gwaunfarren Primary
School pitch

Drone photograph of existing site
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Site plan of existing site



Site Photos - Overview
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Site Photos - Overview

hases drone overview including Platesu 1 and so

PLATEAU 1
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Site Photos - Green Space & Boundaries
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Site Photos - Existing buildings
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Site Constraints & Opportunities

MOST SIGNIFICANT

LEAST SIGNIFICANT

MOST SIGNIFICANT

LEAST SIGNIFICANT

N

9

Opportunities
0O1. Level changes across the site, allow long attractive views of hills and valleys to the sauth.
02. Thereis potential to re-use or adapt the existing plateaux to minimise groundwarks,

03. Theintersection of Galon Uchaf Road and Gwaunfarren Road provides & natural frontage
to the school generating a sense of arrival.

O4. Whilst the topography is a constraint to achieving level access, it could also be used
positively to maximise the views.

05, The extent of road adjacent to the site gives provides a number of options for access with
the potential for separate entrances for parking/ drop off and for service access.

06. The access lane to the east of the Phase 2 could provide a route for contractors during
construction, minimising disruption to the road netwaork.

O7. The Gwaunfarren Primary School pitches, which form the southern portion of Phase O1
are already relatively level and apen.

08. The existing school buildings provide an opportunity for temporary accommadation until
the new school is completed.

09. The buildings provide an oppartunity for decant during construction
010. The site s already served by main utilities

Constraints
Cl. The siteisdivided in two by Gwaunfarren Road - requiring a safe road crossing.

C2. There are multiple and complex site levels, limiting potential for a single level school and
access into the site.

C3. The southern, eastern and western boundaries of Phase 1 are next to private houses ans
garden. Building too close to these may generate overlooking issues.

C4. Trereisasignficantretz ring wall zrd level drop to houses on Gwaunfarren Closz.
(5. Galon _chaf Rcac, is rotorio.s for traffic speeding and has ‘olind’ bends.
CB. The triangular geometry of Phase 2 restricts layout planning e.g. for sports pitches.

C7. Close proximity of & new building to the Gwaunfarren School and to neighbauring housing
could generate conflict including acoustic, s=curity, overlooking =rd visuz. impacts.

C8. Existing banks and slopes on the site are shaped around the existing buildings.

(9. Mining features will require a stand off zone. (See Appendices for the Civil Engineering
report ).

C10. The location of the existing buildings limits space for the construction of news buildings on
the site, if they are ta be used for temporary accommodation.

C11. Thereis a water course and vegetation to the west of the Phase 1 site

C12. The existing water main to the east of Phase 1 will require a stand off zone or diversion,
(See Appendices for MEP report)

Watercourse running along
eastern edge of phase 2

Dense vegetation

foboundary

VIEWS




Boundary Conditions

I'he toundary condiluns o Le sile vary signilicantly |he perimeler arzas may be
most suitable for external arzas such as habitat , sot informal plzy cr exzernz. ‘float’
to form & buffer between the school buildings and the neighboring properties.

The retaining wall to the boundary between Gwaunfarren Gardens and the Phase 1
site, which is formed by a retaining wall. is lkely to require a stand-off distance to
avoid overlooking of properties and creating additional structural load on the wall.

Boundaries that are immediately next to private gardens may require some form of
acoustic treatment and visual screening.,

Galon Uchaf Road is a potential noise source and developing classrooms in its vicinity
vill required a background noise level survey and an acoustic assessment with the
possible introduction of acoustic attenuation.

Pavements to the perimeter of the Phase 2 site are discontinuous.. Increasing
pavement areas will reduce the site area.

The hardstancing to the south of the Phase 1 b_ilzings is signifizantly higher than the
neighbouring properties. Development here may be considered to be over-bearing on
the properties and therefore contentious in planning terms.

Plateau 2 in Galon Uchaf Park has open boundaries to the rest of the park, other
than to the backs of the houses on Galon Uchaf Road. which various fence and wall
boundary treatments.

B Retaining wall at boundary

[T Stand-off zone may be necessary in vicinity of existing retaining wall

(to be confirmed by structural/civil engineers)
mmmmm  Boundary onto private gardens
I Acoustic treatment may be required at boundary

(To be confirmed by acoustician)

Boundary onto shared allotment gardens
(With watercourse running along boundary)
Pavement existing at boundary

No pavement at boundary (site area may need to be used to provide

pavement)

Boundary to adjacent Gwaunfarren Primary School

I11111]]  Sensitive boundary any buildings here may visually impact

neighbours.

Boundary onto public access road

Public Bus stop at boundary




Site levels

Watercourse running along
2

The most prominent character of the site is the level change which varies from
+274.89 to +240.48, a change of approximately 35m across the site, Dense vegitation
_.foboundary
This has been dealt with, in the existing school development, by introducing various

banked slopes to the north of buildings and creating plateaux for hard standing areas
such as parking and hard-play areas.

25850
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3D View of Site Levels
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Existing Site Sections
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Access & Movement

The Bishop Hedley site currently has two primary vehicle access points; for Phase 1,
thisis from the north via Gwaunfarren Road and for Phase 2, thisis from the west via
Galon Uchaf Road. Each phase also has secondary access points; Phase 2 from the
south via Gwaunfarren Road and Phase 1 via the access road to the east of the site.

Buses currently drop-off students within the Phase 2 site via the Galon Uchaf Road
access point and visitors and deliveries access the Phase 1 site via the Gwaunfarren
Road access point. There is also parking adjacent to each of these entrances. There
are a number of public bus stops also in close proximity to the site

Plateaux 1 and 2 of the Galon Uchaf site are accessed on foot via a set of steps ta th
e south and by a vehicle

Danger Hill

Galon Uchaf Road forming the western boundary of Phase 2 is known locally as
““anger H ' due to the sp=e> of wraffic and a numbe- of blind bends. ~h= safety o==h s
road for use by students approaching the school has been a concern raised through
the public consultation process. It is therefore suggested that primary access to both
phases should be from Gwaunfarren Road.

@ Bus stops

Pavements
A Primary site access & egress points

A Secondary site access & egress points

. Car park

:. ‘| School bus pick-up & drop-off

I I I I Pedestrian crossing

OO Pedestrian tunnel

Pedestrian footpath (RoW status to be
confirmed as currently overgrown and does

not appear to be used)




Existing buildings within the site

The existing school buildings date from 1967, They comprise a variety of building
forms, starey heights and construction types including facing brick, curtain walling
and metal sheet cladding,

The buildings and their associated hardstandings are located in clusters of blocks on
a series of plateaux formed within the sloping site.

They are located in two principal zones within the site; one the Phasel site and ane
the Phase 2 site with a separate sports hall building on the Phase 1 site.

The buildings on the Phase 1 site are larger and they provide the majority of teaching
accommaodation. The storey height extends to four storeys for the main teaching
block including an open undercroft area. The remaining building blocks are generally
single and two storey, The blocks are interlinked with eachother and step over
multiple levels

As these buildings are set at the upper levels of Phase 1, they are highly visible when
viewed from the approach to the site from the A4012,

The sports hall building is of a steel portal frame construction with facing brick
c.add rg and a m-tal profiled sheet roof

The =hase 2 b_ilzings are generz ly single anc ~wo storey wit~ flat roo™s 2rd amixture
of facing brick and cuartin walling with spandrel panels.

The main buildings are considered generally to be in poor condition, beyond economic
repair with very limited potential to deliver current standards such as the net zero
strategy or accesihility requirements.

Key

1 Phase 1 buildings
7 Phase 2 buildings
3 Sports Hall
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Buildings around the site
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Views in and out of the site
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Preliminary Ecological Assessment & Bat Survey Ecological Services Ltd
Bishop Hedley School, Merthyr Tydfil

Appendix 3— Site Habitat Map

Existing trees and vegetation

BISHOP HEDLEY SCHOOL, MERTHYR
TYDFIL

Habitat Map

July 2022

Site Boundary
sseons Playing Fleld

—— Covered Walkway
@ Tree
— Hedgerow
[ maliBuderalvegetation [l Bvidina |  Omamental Planting
- Woodland - Tarmac  =wsss  Palisade Fencing
Semi Improved Paving / Traeli
Grassland - Footpath ki
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Geo-technical & Ground conditions

The site is located in an area of historic mining for both coal and iron ore,

The map to the left is an extract from the report received from the coal authority
showing the known locations of two mining shafts on Phase 2

Two intrusive surveys have been carried out, No voids have been found so at this
stage there appears to be no requirement for grouting.

A third intrusive survey, in the location of the existing building, will be carried out
following their demolition.

For further information, please refer to coal mining risk assessment and geotechnical
report within the PAC report.
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Utilities

There are a limited number of utilities running across the site, those of greatest
concern are the water mains running across the eastern edge of Phase 2 and east to
wzst across the middle of Phase 2. DCWW have confirmed the inner water mar
a redundant main which is being abandoned and removed as part of the works. The
water main which runs along the eastern edge is a strategic asset of DCWW which
is to remain and requires an easement zone either side. The easement zone required
has fed into the site canstraints considered as part of the external plant strategy.

= == WATER MAIN
A\ WATER CONNECTION POINT FROM ROAD
== == GAS
> GAS CONNECTION POINT FROM ROAD
= = = = DATA LINE (BT)
2. DATALINE (BT) CONNECTION POINT FROM ROAD

w = UNKNOWN SERVICE ROUTE IDENTIFIED




Relevant Planning Policies

Planning Policy Overview

11 Section 38 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 reguires that in determining a
planning application the determination must be in accordance with the Development Plan unless material
considerations indicate otherwise.

12 The Devzlopmen: =lan “or the arez compr ses the Verthyr Tydfil Replacement Local Devalcpmzns
Plan (LDP) 2016 - 2031 which was formally adopted by Council on 29th January 2020.

National Planning Policy
Planning Policy Wales (Edition 11) 2021

13 National Planning Policy is contained within the 11th edition of Planning Policy Wales (PPW), published
by the Welsh Government in February 2021. PPW is supported by 20 topic-based Technical Advice Notes
(TANs), which are also relevant.

14 PPW is the Welsh Government's principal planning policy document, with the primary objective of
ensuring that the planning system contributes towards the delivery of sustainable development and improves
the social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of '‘Wales, as required by the Planning (Wales) Act
2015, the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 and other key legislation.

15 PPW and the National Development Framework (NDF) set out how the planning system at a national,
regional and local level can assist in delivering these requirements through Strategic Development Plans
(SDPs) and Local Development Plan (LDPs).

16 They identify the importance of education for economic, social and sustainability of Wales (para
3.61) and that they are well placed to support active and social linkages (Chapter 4). Appropriate education
infraslruclure < alsoidenlifies as being esser L= lor a Procuclive and Enlerprising Walzs' (Chzgler b).
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Well-being & Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015

17 The Well-Being and Future Generations (Wales) Act (WBFG) 2015 requires bodies in Wales to think
about the long-term impact of their decisions, to work better with people, communities and each other, and
to prevent persistent problems such as poverty, health inequalities and climate change.

18 To ensure we all works towards the same purpose, the Act puts in place seven well-being goals which
public bodies are required to work towards achieving. The Act is a material consideration in planning terms
and therefare its goals are considered relevant to this proposal. These are as follows:

A prosperous Wales;

A resilient Wales;

A healthier Wales;

A more equal Wales;

A Wales of cohesive communities;

A Wales of vibrant culture and Welsh Language;
A globally responsible Wales.

19 Fducation is a key component which influences all cf t~e ztove goals. The rpo-tance o~ providing
high guality education within inspiring and well-considered settings should not be under-estimated in terms
its significance to the well-being of cur f_t_re gererations should not

Technical Advice Notes

110 Planning Policy Wales is supplemented by a series of 21 topic based Technical Advice Notes (TANs)
which provide practical guidance relating to various forms of development and the role of the planning system
in dealing with the determination of planning applications. The following TANs are considered relevant to this
application:

TAN 11 -Noise (1997);

TAN 12 —Design (2016);

TAN 16 =Sport, Recreation & Open Space (2009);
TAN 18 =Transport (2007).



The Development Plan
Merthyr Tydfil Replacement _ccal Development Plan (LDP) 2016 - 2031

111 The statutory development plan for the purpose of Section 38 (6) of the Planning and Compulsory
Purchas= Act 2004 is the Mer=hyr lydfil Reglacement Local —eve opment Plan which was adogctad in Januzry
2020.

112 Thz Proposals Map identifies -h= school as being with r the Settlemant Lrits, and highig-ts < as
falling within a Heat Priority Area, however does not designate the land for any particular use.

113 Itisconsidered that the proposed development will assist in achieving the objectives set out within the
LDP Strategy. These include the following:

LDP Objective 4 Regeneration: To promate the suitable reuse of previously developed land and the
continued regeneration of local communities.

L.DP Objective 5Infrastructure: To ensure that community infrastructure and open space supports the
regeneration of local communities.

L.DP Objective 6 Sustainable Design: To promote high guality, sustainable and inclusive design and
support measures, which mitigate the predicted effects of climate change.

LDP Objective 7 Transport: To support an integrated transport system, promaote active travel and
ensure new developments are accessible by walking, cycling and public transport links.

LDP Objective 8 Community Facilities: To support existing community facilities and suitable community
led development.

LDP Objective 10 Biodiversity: To improve ecosystem resilience and connectivity which support
habitats and species of principle importance.

114  The following Local Development Plan policies contained within the LDP are considered to be of
relevance to this application.

115  From a high level strategic perspective, Policy SW4 states that development will be encouraged
within settlement boundaries (as proposed by this development) to encourage development within urban
areas, support the re-use of previously developed land, and to protect and support the functioning of our rural
ecanaomy and the countryside.

116 Policy SW10 highlights that development proposals that improve the quality, quantity or access to
open space will generally be supported. The policy also seeks to protect existing open space Simon by setting
out criteria that would need to be met to justify any loss. These include, an assessment of the guantum of space
in the area, whether other areas can be enhanced to compensate for the lass resulting fram redevelopment.

117 Policy SW11 states that development must contribute to the creation of attractive and sustainable
places through high guality, sustainable and inclusive design. Where appropriate, the development will be
reguired to comply with a set of requirements, such as to be appropriate to its local context in terms of scale,
height, massing, elevational treatment, materials and detailing, layout, form, mix and density.

118  Policy SW12 articulates that development that encourages a modal shift towards sustainable
transport will be supported, including the enhancement of pedestrian, cycle, rail and bus facilities, in addition
to any necessary road improvements. Development proposals will be expected to demonstrate how they
reduce the need to travel and encaurage the use of sustainable transport.

119 Polcy SWI13 con®rms “hz= t-c provision of new and erhances commun Ty facilitios wil. be supported
subject to satisfying other relevant LDP policies.

120  Policy EnW4 requires that development proposals demonstrate that they will not result in an

unacceptable impact on people, residential amenity, property and / or the natural environment from issues
such as pollution, contamination and noise.

121 Policy EnW5 states that development proposals will be permitted where it can be satisfactorily
demonstrated that it would not cause unacceptable harm to the character and quality of the landscape
setting of the County Borough.

122 Given the site’'s location within a heat priority area, Policy EcW9 will need ta be considered. This policy
states major development will be expected tao incorporate, where viable and technically feasible, infrastructure
for district heating and to connect to existing systems where available.

Supplementary Planning Guidance

123 The following Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) are considered relevant to this development
proposal:

Planning Obligations SPG
Sustainable Design SPG
Nature and Development SPG
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Interpretive Diagram
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Complex site levels with steep slopes and multiple plateaux will reguire careful
consideration of building and sports pitch positions to achieve the spatial
adjacencies of the brief while minimising earthworks

There is scope to use the different plateaux for separating the different
components of the school - nursery, primary , secondary etc

Buildings should he developed away from the tree belt and watercourse to the
east and away from neighbouring residential development

LLong views could be captured from the building and areas of landscape
Buildings should avoid drainage easement zones

Phase 1 tuildincs offer grezzer floor scace for school ~o occupy for decant during
construction

Access to Phase 1 site is restricted by the steep slopes to the north of the site to
Gwaunfarren Road and by neighbouring development on all other sides

Phase 7 site provides a greater extent of frontage for vehicle access

Oradients on Galon Uchaf Road will restrict locations for access points
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Feasibility Concept Option 3A4

\

A comprehensive feasibility study was carried out on the Bishop Hedley School site looking at a broad range
of options to test the site’s suitability to meet the brief,

COMMUNITY
ALLOTMENT
GARDENS

Extent of site

The options analysis demonstrated that the Bishop Hedley school site could not support all external spaces
recommended for a school of this size. In particu ar, the rogby pitch could orly fit on Pase 1 site without

PARKING

incoporating s cnificant ~etaining structures. GALON UCHAF
PARK

At this stage, the available site area was extended to include an area of the neighbouring Galon Uchaf Park,
‘Plateau 2.
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A preferred option, ‘Option 3A4' was identified for further development.

NEW VEHICLE
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Option 3A4 - Use of Topography
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oe I
[Nursery BB99 (sq m) Primary B899 (sq m) [Secondary BB98 (sq m) _|Total Guide (sq m) [Option 3A - Preferred Option (sq m) Difference
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The conclusion of the optioneering process established the following principles

Site Levels Parking and Drop off

Locationof buildings and sports pitches onestablished site plateaux, where possible. The building location and
leve swereagreedacross L ecrojecl Learn Laminimisz groundworks, imgosinc relainingwalls erdcul =rd fill.

Site Zoning

Development of the Phase 2 (northern) site for the main school building
Development of the Phase 2 (southern) site for sports pitches and the sports hall,
Use of Plateau 2, Galon Uchaf site for rugby pitch

The use of Plateau 2 for the new school building allows Phase 1 exi sting buildings to remain occupied
during construction of the new school building for decant

Development of the building footprints to avaid known mining features
Development of the building footprints to avaid services easements where services are live

Location of  new buildings ~ away from neighbouring residential  development

Building Zoning

Secondary phase located to south of Phase 2 site to allow connection to sport

Primary phase located to north of Phase 2 site to make use of the relatively level site plateau and to
allow direct access rom all grounc floor classrooms to outdoor learning and play. T-is area could provide
sufficient internal anc external =pace ~o support the =rimary phase brie~ ens_ring that -h= younger chilcren
can remain within th s area to rinimise road crcssing. Through the Eriefing crocess, it wzs established that
the Primary phase would only occassionally use the sports hall and to do sg, they would be fully escorted.
and supervised.

A central connecting zone, located between the Primary and Secondary phases, could provide a shared
visitors' entrance reception, staff areas, catering kitchen and chapel.

A new one way vehicle ingress and egress with parking areas to the north and south and with a generous
stacking length to help avoid congestion on Galon Uchaf Road

Nursery and primary phase drop off and parking to the north
Accessible parking and minious drop off near the visitors' entrance
Parent drop off on Gwaunfarren Road with bus drop off and turning within the Phase 1 site

Staff, community and additional parent parking on the Phase 1 site using the plateau generated by the
footprint of the existing buildings

New vehicle entrance for a service road on the Phase 2 site for kitchen deliveries, DT
deliveries, service access to the external compound and the collection of waste and recycling

Sports Provision

Rughy pitch, as the largest sports pitch area reguired, located on Plateau 2, Galon Uchaf site to avoid
extensive groundwarks to form the level area required. This would be accessed via a new road crossing on
Galon Uchaf Road and a new accessible entrance path to Plateau 2.

Usz= of Gwaun-arren Prary School grass pitch area “or a football.citch. It is unde-stocd that t-is fie.d
would continue to be used on occasion by the neighbouring primary schoolfor sports days.

Two new 3G pitches located on the existing hardstanding to the south of the Phase 2 buildings on an
existing plateau to minimse groundworks

Relenl cn ol the exisling sporls hall extent ol rel_rbishment Lo b= conlirmez)and ex_ension Lo crovide Lhe
activity studio, changing rooms and PE classrooms.

Two MUGAs provided on the existing hardstanding next to the sports hall, a further MUGA located to the
south of the Phase 1 site.

One MUGA located to the north of the Primary phase
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Interpretive Diagram
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Interpretive Diagram - Selected Option 3A4




Concept Sketches

Main School Building Concept Diagrams

w
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Primary ving, shared wing and secondary vings  placed on main site  plateaux.
Shared wing connects the two.

ceess with ingr
central access route to main visit

One way vehicle a s and egress placed at locations to suit gradients of Galon Uchaf Road

recption
Shared central wing creates central heart space, intersections create secondary and primary heart spaces
Central visiitors' reception leads into the large communal spaces of the sha

Chapel  creates al  point &t bullding entrance, linked to entrance
Shared kitchen serving secondary and primary dining spaces .

®

wing.
ourtyard

Central visitors entrance
Perimeter ertrances tc primary to allow direct access into croond  flcor  classrcoms
Main  secondary entrance to link to arrival and access to  Phase 1 @ site
5 to  rear of share wing to segroate  from  main  circulation

Kitchen
Direct access to secondary hall and drama for break out and community use

o

Large perimeter area to primary  for
Levels create arange of distinct external spaces

outdoor  learning  and  ac

Ruas

BkLoN WLHAF

PLATEAKW 2 PHASE 7 SITE

MAIN SCHOOL
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Concept Layout - Main Building

Level 00

Secondary Wing

The secondary phase teaching areas span across the southerly wing of the main school building. Level 00
“orms “he eastern enc o” the wing, reflecting the lower site leve s in t~e south-eastern cornzr of the Phasz
1 site. This accommodates the Design Technology areas which will require external access for deliveries
and for outdoor teaching , for example, for construction learning.

Level 00 has been arranged to accommodate Food Technology, Design Technology and one of the IT
classrooms which may also form a shared working area for DT and Art. The Level 00 location allows
access for deliveries to both DT and Food Technology.

“hz grcund floor loczTion 2 lows view in <0 prov Ce an ‘active’ frontage with practical act vities and the
opportunity to showcase wark.

The main plant area s located here to be near the service access route to the site,

Level 01

61

Secondary Wing
~hz main Seccndary phase wing cont rues at Level OLwith = wing o~ flexible classrooms.

The western end of the wing forms the double height spaces for the secondary hall and drama spaces.
These are located together to allow this wing to be zoned separately for community use. with direct access
to the south facing terrace from both the hall and the drama spaces.

The central area between the secondary wing and the shared wing forms a central
hub space - an open LRC and ALN space. This area is envisaged as an open, central
~ub for the Secondary phase w-rich extends verdcally thrcugh al. floors of the boilcing

Shared Wing

At Level O1 the secondary phase meets the primary phase areas in the 'shared’ wing which accommodates
a number of centralised, shared facilities.

A centralised catering kitchen was a key requirement of the brief. This has been provided at the centre of
the shared wing with a servery either side to serve both the primary hall and the secondary dining hall.

The primary areas of the shared wing are located ta the north of the central kitchen and community room..
A Hellerup stair area formal and informal learning, assembly and presentations links the primary hall area
0 the main primary phase wing at Level 02,

The Hellerup stair area uses the change in site level to leads up into the the main Primary phase area at
Level 02 Separation is maintained between the Primary and Secondary phases with doors placed either
side of the central kitchen and community room areas.



Concept Layout - Main Building
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Concept Layout - Main Building

Level 02

63

Secondary Wing

~hz main szcondary chase wing preovidss a seriss of flexib.e c.assrocms at the eastern end.
The upper levels of the secondary hall and drama are placed at the western end.

WCs and services are placed in a corner location where daylighting isn't required.

The hub space with IT and learning resource area is located at the intersection of the secondary and shared
wings mirroring the crinciple set at ~.00~ below.

Shared Wing

The staff areas are placed centrally between the primary and secondary phase to promote communications
across the all through school and to allow views out to the east and west over the school grounds for good
surveillance.

The upper level of the double height secondary dining hall is placed to the south and the upper level of the
primary hall space is to the north,  The primary hall has direct access to outdoor dining.

Primary Wing

“hzprimary wing s plzced or t-e arzest plateau, tenefizZing from relatively level area of the site to crzate
level access between classrooms , outdoor teaching and play.. KS1 children will all arrive directly into their
classrooms.

The nursery is located to the south west nearest to the drop off areas and in a dedicated zoone with its own
outdoor space.

Level 03

Secondary Wing
The main secondary phase wing steps down from east to west, forming a roof area

The western wing accommodates arts spaces, combining graphics and art as a large single
studio space. This is located in a prominent position on the school frontage, providing an
opportunity to articulate the building form and to provide a backdrop for signage.  Its position
at the top of the building allows long views over the landscape and and high levels of daylight.

Shared Wing

The largs spaces cf science arz placed in the s~ared wing at Level 03 The floor plate is
set back from the main western facade to form an an outdoor teaching terrace. for science

Primary Wing
The shared wing connects with the primary wing at its upper level. this accommodates the KS2 children.

The primary hub is formed by the activity studio, primary phase learning resource space and a shared spce
for vear 7 intervention. This is positioned to be nearer science as an interesting and visual introduction to
the seecandary phase.
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Layout Development - Main Building
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Building - Internal Organisation

Level 03

1. Primary phase - KS2

2. Secondary phase - Science

3. iT hub/LRC hub

4. Art and Graphics

5. Shared learning area - Primary and Secondary
17. Secondary classrooms

Level 02

6. Primary phase - KS1

7. Nursery

8. Entrance reception and main office
9. Senior Management Team

10. Primary studio

17. Secondary classrooms

3. iT hub/LRC hub

Level 01

1L Primary hall

12, Shared catering kitchen and serveries
13. Staff professional learning

14. Hellerup stair area

15. Secondary hall

16. Drama

17. Secondary Classrooms

Level 00

18. Food Technology and DT

19. Secondaryphase entrances

20. Service lift for kitchen

Level 03

Level 02

Level 01

Level 00
4



Concept Layout - Sports Hall

Option 3A5
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Layout Development - Sports Hall
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Site Layout Development

Once a framewcrk ~ad been szt tao fix the building footgrint anc ths key associatec spaces n the site,
numerous sketch plans and options were developed to explore the optimum locations for parking, drop zones,
access and entrances.

These were developed between the design team and contractor and discussed with the School and Local
autharity including highways, planning and lanzscape officars to ensure they adcressed the ksy iszues around
safety, vis tilizy, s=curity, views impacts and best fit to a complex site with chz lenging levels. Te designs z.s0
considered cost, buildability and sustainability needs.

Much work was done to ensure that the building sat as comfortably within a sloping site as it could, with be-
spoke external spaces serving each school component which would be easily accessible and useful.

The design has eliminated the need for extensive and a potentially oppressive series of retaining walls around
the site and has skill-fuly managed ~o0 incarpzrze them inta the grounds design <o helg cefire key areas zrd
provide safe secure and attractive changes in level which enhance rather than detract from the external spaces.
The plans arising from these discussions represent a solution which takes account of all of the above challeng-
es to provide a welcoming and distinctive environment which is conducive to learning and serves the important
everyday functioning of the a complex school environment, around the needs for access, maintenance, servicing
and emergency scenarias.

Consultations remain ongoing with the school to develop the detailed arrangements to external spaces to best
accommodate their requirements. This will ensure these spaces are attractive useful and viable for long term
teaching, recreational and social needs.



Site-wide Optioneering

The Landscape design has been developed in close coordination with the school and contractor partner as well as
design and local authority colleagues in civils, structures, highways and architectural professions, to deliver the
optimum solution across a challenging site, regarding the site tapography, access and the schaols functional and
curriculum needs. The following sheets demanstrate some of the design thinking and optioneering undertaken
to reach this optimum solution.

LEVELS STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT SITE ZONING SKETCH SITE LEVELS / RETAINING WALLS OPTIONS
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Elevation Development - Main Building

Elevation Concept

73

“h=concept for the external apeearan-e of the school reflects the organisation of ~h= primary, seconcary
and shared companents within the main school building each with their own identity.

The primary and secondary phases form two distinct wings with a central connecting wing containing large
communal and shared spaces forming the ‘heart space of the school.

Where the shared wing intersects the primary and secondary wings - the identity of the shared wing is
carried through.

The identity of the shared wing is determined by the requirement for large communal spaces with taller
windows and good visual connections across the spaces.

“he identies of grimary and seccndary phzse wirgs contrast with this re”ecting the requirement for
classrooms and quiet learning space.

Contrasting materials, scale and proportions are used in the elevational design to express the disinctions
between the wings..
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Elevation Development - Main Building

Elevation Concept - Materials

The primary and secondary wings are predominantly facing brick contrasting with the shared wing which is
predominantly powder coated alumiinium.

Use is made of contrasting materials to reflect each eler~ert and to exgress the interccnnactions betwesn
the different wings.

The contrasting materials are also used to visually breaking up the scale of each building blocks, for example
Dy continu rg the aluminium cladding z2ross t-e top floor of the secordary wing.

Elevation Concept - Key Areas
The primary and secondary wing elevations are driven primarily by the repetition of classrooms and their
particular glazing requirements derived fram the environmental performance.

The ground floor primary chasc reg.ircs good

teacing zones with large areas cf g.azing alloy
scale.

visual cornections bezwe
ving gcod supervisior anc

n clzssrooms and the - otooor
low cill heighzs ~0 "e”ec i

Within Lhe sceondary phese

Lhe practlical Lechrology spacs
showcase work and the pr.

al greuncs [leor provide ‘shop windows' Lo
cal activities inside.

The hub area of the secondary phase incarporates a larger area for glazing to help bring daylight into the
hub space, to allow views out and to mark the main entrance point for secondary pupils'

The art and design studio will be highly visibile from Galon Uchaf Road and Gwaunfarren Road - this is
identified as = prorinzn: fzaturs with increased areas of glzzing fo~ capturing views and bringing r p.enty
of daylight.

The main entrances into the buildings are marked by weather canopies which help to articulate the building
forms, connecting the wings together with a horizontal emphasis.

The double height hall spaces all have tall windows.

Wez=Thzr czraopizs to the ground floor primzry and nursery ¢.assroors exzend across “he shzrez wing to
form the main entrance canopy. In the secondary wing, a ca

nopy marks the main entrance position.

The elevations on the following pages ilulstrate these strategies.
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Elevation Development - Main Building
Art and Graphics 3 D %
Secondary wing predominantly facing
brick with repetitive standard classrooms | |
BN REE . A
1] _
Tall windows in double height hall spaces
1- South elevation to Secondary phase
‘ Entrance area and hub to  'Shopwindows to DT Staircases  marked  with
secondary phase:  point of verical glazing
intersection with shared wing
Repetitive standard classrooms
[ |Il._.zl Na
Large windows and canopies
tonursery and primary
2- South elevation to Primary phase
Focal paint of chapel Art and graphics

Canopy extends to form entrance area of
shared wing - curtain wall extends to bring
light into the Hellerup area

-n

3- West elevation to Primary phase, shared wing with main entrance and hall and



<I_\

Primary wing predominantly facing brick. Increased
clazinz to lower floor to allow views in anz out and
cower cill heights tc reflect child szale

<13

N

Secondary wing predominantly facing
brick with repetitive standard classrooms

il LN 4

- North elevation - Secondary phase to left, Primary phase to right

Art and Graphics

2- North elevation - Secondary phase

- | Shared wing predominantly powder
3- Eest elevation coated aluminium cladding with tall

windows in double height spaces .



Elevation Development - Sports Building

Elevation Concept
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The concept for the external appearance of the sports building is to express the three separate elements
of the sports hall, the new changing/teaching wing and the connecting circulation spine whilst adopting a
similar architectural language to the main building.

The prinmary material proposed is facing brick as the building will be adjacent to sports use.

Initially. the proposal was to retain the sports hall as an existing element. Susequently, this was changed
to allow for a new external envelope retaining as much of the existing fabric as possible to address the
embodied carbon net zero brief.

The proposal is to re-roof and re-clad the existing sports hall and to extend the external walls to form a
1100m high parapet to provide safe maintenance access to the roof.

The sports hall will be re-clad with facing brick as it is vulnerable to impact.
The twao storey changing and teaching block is is also predominantly brick.

The proposal for the central circulation spine is to clad it in powder coated aluminium in contrast to its
neighbouring elements.

“h= fenestration d=sign reflects ~h= pr reiples of the main build rg adopTing the same window proportions
for classrooms and tall windows in the double height activity studio.

Activity studio with tall windows

Central circulation spine

Central circulation spine

Changing room and PE classroom wings




Main Building Layout Development

The buildng ayouts ~ave contin e £ evolve with th= developing bu ding serv ~es, acoustic 2rd fire strategies
and further gzneral refinement.zh-ouzh consultat on with the schoo..

The cevelcpmzns of t-e site levzls strategy has also irfluenced the intemnal layouts.

The ~nal layouts are _lust-atec in Section 5 of this repor

Building Services

The building and site layouts have been developed to provide the plant space required for the MEP strategy.
These include service risers, mechnical and electrical plant rooms and comms rooms.

The brief includes a reguirement for net zero carbon in operation. Air source heat pumps (ASHP) and PVs have
been proposed by the MEP engineer to deliver the required on-site renewables. The new roof areas provide space
for the location of PVs. They are to be provided with permanent access and edge protection for maintenance
of the PVs.

Three areas have been ident ~ed for the ASH= enclcsures tc suit the different building zones w th an erclosure
integrated into Level 03 in the Secondary phase, a free standing enclosure located ontop of the Primary phase
external area and a roof mounted enclosure to the sports hall building.

Fire Strategy

The fire stralegy regeirements ciscussed Lo dale been overlaid and minor adjustments have been meze, for

example, circulation areas nows include doors to provide the required travel distances.

Development of the primary phase wing

External PE storage provisions have been incorparated into the northern end of the primary wing to be accessible
from the play area.

A corridor has teen intrcduced from the grourd floor primary corridcr to lead directly to thz play zrez.
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Development of the ‘shared’ wing

The development of the external levels strategy, with the elevation of the main entrance courtyard, has led
to the v sitors' entrarce and offics being placed at Level 22 adjzcent to th= staf™ professionz. learning areas.

The chapel has been relocated a to form a focal point at the entrance area. The senior management team area
has been reviewed Lo provide equal sized olfices or _he kExeculive Head anz Heads ol =rimary and Secordary
phases, a central meeting room and space for services risers.

The primary hall area has heen revised to incorporate the adjacent circulation area. The Hellerup stair area has
beznreconfigured —o combine it with the primary activ Zy studio as a s rgle spzce connected to the primary hall.

The community room has been located with the chapel to allow the spaces to open up to eachother to create
a single large space for community use.. These have been placed centrally within the school and oppaosite the
entrance reception for access from across the school and the community.

The science area has been developed to incorporate the feedback from the incoming Head of Science and
layout of the laboratories.

The area between science and the prmary phase area has been developed further to provide an LRC or group
space which may be used by the Primary or Secondary phases.

The kitchen area has been developed to incorporate a lift and an undercoft area at level 00 incorporated into
the building to form a refuse store.

Development of the secondary phase wing

The review of the external levels to the south of the secondary wing has generated a level access route from
the vehicle drop off area. The stair now extends to Level 00.

The technology spaces have been adjusted to place DT to the rear of the wing to open into an external area to
the north for practical learning.

The secondary hub area has been reviewed to incorprate a triple height void, helping to connect the hub spaces
at each level and bringing daylight inta the internal areas.

Thz hall and d-ama spaces ~ave been recon™ gures to al.ow a single sgace to be formed to suit performances.
The wing has been adjusted to allow one of the staircases to be removed.

The art and graphics area external walls have been recessed to accentuate this element as a focal point on the
external form of the building.

The staff areas have been reviewed and zoned to the south of the main visitors'entrance.

The ALN area has been reorganised to allow external access



Site Levels Development

Site Levels
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The building levels and location work as closely as possible ta the existing site levels, with the building stepping
up the site from south to north.and accross the site from east to west.

Further investigation of site levels has taken place to develop the areas of landscape around the buildings.to
optimise the relationship between indoor and outdoor space.

The existing site levels across the secondary phase wing bank sharply from east to west and the building is
stepped to re”ect ths. The central entrance ~o the so_th of the main bu ding, has b=en movzd from the LRC
area at Level 01 to the staircase position at Level 00 to reduce the gradient of the paths leading up to the
school from Gwaunfarren Road. A series of stepped walls has been introduced to the retain the bank and to
clearly mark the route in to the school.

The external area to the western w ing of the Secondary phase forms a level platform for outdoor spill out
space from the Hall and Drama studio forming a south facing terrace which will allow long views across the
Phase 1 site.

The levels within the courtyard area to the west, leading to the main visitors' entrance, have been adjusted
to form a level entrance route into Level 02, This reduces the length of ramp required to form an accessible
route into Level O1. The adjustment in levels increases the extent of the caurtyard at Level O1 and the
outdoor space for the nursery. This measure also provides a dedicated area immediately outside for the
memorial garden. with

The feasibility scheme established that the use of the northern plateau could generate level access around
the perimeter of the grimary phasce. This grinciple has been retaincd with the grourd floor set at Level 02
allow rg access to outdoor covered teaching areas fror eac~ cro_nd floor classrcom.

The placement of the primary phase building on the northern plateau forms a level courtard within the L
shaped form of the building. This provides a level hard and soft play area shared betweesen KS1 and KS2.

Tre site levels fall significantly between the Primary phase and the central shared wing with ~h= buildin2
stepping back down ta Level O1 where the Primary hall is lacated. The lower level forms an outdoor dining
space accessed from the hall.

A further drop in level, back down to Level 00, requires a retaining wall running from west to east. This
provides a natural separation between the primary and secondary phase dining areas. The area at Level
00 generates an outdoor space associated with Design Technalogy.

The external space behind the secondary phase eastern wing forms space associated with Design
Technology for outdoor project work.

The feasibility scheme proposal to utlise the existing plateaux on the Phase 1 southern site is retained.
The location of the existing sports hall is retained and extended to provide changing rooms, the activity
studio and PE classrooms. within the same site plateau.

The undercroft created by the drop in ground levels in the shared wing area allows space for the bin store
with direct access from the kitchen via a lift arrangement.



Initial Planning Feedback - Layout Development

Following the development of the initial concept with MTCBC and school representatives, the project team
was provided wit~ the cpporzunity to meet with the planning officer in arzer to recelve scme initial informal
feedback on the proposals.

Key discussion points from the meeting 19.07.2022

Need to look at the sense of arrival at the school - concern that the car parking at the front of the building
and main visitor entrance set back.

Energy Centre - visual impact of the building being located in front of one of the principal elevations of the
school and within the street scene to be considered. Also concern about noise and impact on amenity of the
adjoining residents. Consideration to be given to incorporating some of the plant within the building or roof.
This element needs to be reviewed in greater detail - can be done through pre-app.

Intensitication of t~e use of sports pitches —need to loox at how the sports pitc es zre uses =rd what the
likely impacts will be - noise and lighting particularly.

Design — accepting that this element is in progress, but the design of the buildings will be important in this
location.

Northern Pitch — concern about its location at the vehicular entrance to the school. Does it need to be
there?

“re-App — Happy Lo ~ave an on-coing discossion 2= Lhe scheme deve ops and specilic re=lings Lo discuss
detailed elements e.g. design.

Schedule of documents - happy with what has been set out. No need for a visual assessment, can be
dealt with in the DAS but wants visuals showing a comparison between the existing and proposed. Need to
ensure that sections extend beyond the site boundary to incorporate surroundings dwellings. Include

Whilst there is no specific colicy requirement, it wou.d be ~e pful to ses EV's instal e,

Noise from deliveries into the service yard needs to be looked at.
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Following the meeting the Project Team agreed the following actions would be reviewed,

Review the Energy Centre —what does this look Like visually in the context of the school building and in the
streetscene, whether there's opportunity to minimise the plan with the enclosure and incorporate into the
roof

Ih=rzguirement lor nel 7ero carbon generales a signilican . area ol MEP planl. Ihe sc-eme ~as beer developed

to reduce the size and impact of the energy centre and other external structures. The air source heat pumps
to both the Primary and Secondary elements have been relocated on to the roof and the overall massing
considered accordingly. The design has tucked the energy centre inta the land form and with supplemetary
screen planting will make them much less visually prominent when viewed from Gwaunfarren Road.

Look at the arrival to the site - car parking and the sports pitch at the northern end

The sports pitch to the north of the Primary element has been remaoved and replaced with an amphitheatre
set within the landscaped slopes.

Extensive reviews of the access, parking and landscape options have been carried out with a number of
stakeholders, including representatives of the Highways team. We understand that the latest proposals
consider the best balance of safety, visual impact and accessibility.

Identify where lighting is needed for sports pitches and assess likely impacts

This remains under cansideration during the development of the project. currently only one of the pitches is
procosed ~o be flozd Lit cn the Phase 1 site in th= south eas: corner. This will be scre=ned by plantinz.

No se - both from energy centre, intensification in the use 0™ Zh= spor=s pitches and dzliveries.

The Design Team has continued to consult the Acoustician during design development. The air-source heat
pumps rep-esen: the most sign ~cant imgact ~o noise breakout from p.an=. As preferred dur rg the July review,
these elements have been relocated to the roofs of the main building, taking into account recommended
distances from adjacent residential properties as well as building users.

Liaise with Councils Ecologist

The Design Team have been liaising with MTCBC's ecologist and landscape architect and their reguirements
around tree and hedge replacement and species selection will inform the detailed [andscape proposals

Provide a design pack to review in more detail

Further details were suomitted to MTCBC on 16.11.22 providing an updated design pack including narrative an
the development of the design proposals.

ook at including EV charging facilities

The provision of EV charging facilities was reviewed in detail with representatives of the Highways team and
proposals incorporated within the scheme
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Stakeholder consultation feedback - how this has been incorporated into the design

The initial school specific brief was cevalopes through = series of consultat ons with t~e school. The key
requirements are set out earlier in this document. These principles were used to generate the spaces required
and the adjacencies.

Corsu tations have continuad trough the development of the desigr to refine the requirements for the internal
and external spaces.

Key feedback from the School is set out below followed by how these requirements have been incorporated
into the design:

One school and separation between age groups

The initial brief set this reguirement and this principle has permeated consultation discussions and the
development of all key areas of design and it would be managed in the operation of the school.

The concept of the separate wings sets this principle. The development of the shared wing and its intersection
with the primary and secondary wings controls access as and when required.

Chapel and Community Room

The relationship of the chapel and the community roomwas discussed extensively. The school's requirement
was for the community room to be located on the same level as the main visitars' entrance. The chapel
was required to be available for community use, although the primary function was for the schoal.

Numerous options were dzveloged to gosition thz chapel and the commurity rcom. The final agrzes solution
was to colocate both rooms within the shared wing, at entrance level and immediately opposite the reception.
This could provide easy access for the whale school and community and its central location could provide a
symbolic focal point.

Secondary Hall

Meetings were held with the school including the Head of Drama to look at how the hall and drama spaces
would work together.

Bleacher seating and movable staging was requested.

Options were produced for different layouts of bleacher seating and the relationship of the drama studio to
the hall was reviewed. This resulted in the rotation of the hall to allow the drama space open up to the hall to
create a larger space for performances.

WCs

Discussions have been held with the school to balance inclusion, community use, safeguarding and anti
social behaviour

A ~exible approac~ to provision was acaoptes to mzet the current needs of the school and cor-m.nity use,
allowing for ease of any future allocation or provision.
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Access to Play

A cecuesl was made Lo incurporale a corridor b=lwzen the ground [loor cenlral corridor and Lthe primary
play area separating KS1 and KS2.

Thz grouns floor classrooms were adjustes —o introcuce a carricor
)

Dining space
The kitchen and dining areas were discussed with representatives from MTCBC catering and the school.

Principles discussed included providing a single, centrally located dual functioning kitchen,

Additional Learning Needs
Meetings with MTCBC ALN representatives and the school

The secondary phase ALN space could be located within the heart of the school with the learning resource
areas ta allow integration with the rest of the school with access to quiet group room space.

Direct external access was reguired to provide decompression space.

The position of primary ALN next to the learning resource area was agreed. An external ALN space was
requested.

The secondary ALN area has been repositioned towards the davlit area vvithin the central hub to the secondary
phase. The cffice was integratzd into the ad acert spzce and access through to the sout~ fz2ing ter-acs was
formed. The landscape scheme will be developed to provide an enclosure. Anexternal primary ALN space was
also developed into the landscape scheme and into the roof garden area,

Landscape
+ Adetailed presentation was held with the School on Friday Feb 3rd 2023. Suggestions included

Cycle parking provision to the south site. - integrated

School want to bring an existing outdoor learning cabin from one of the other sites - integrated
Explore a forest trail through the woodland at the back of the amphitheatre. - integrated
South side fencing to largely be retained. - integrated

ALN gardens require gated access. - integrated

Painted lines for nursery and primary to be scooter road lines - integrated

Construction area to be concrete base with drainage to delineate area tracking. - integrated
Provision to build small walls for bricklaying classes - integrated

Woodland around the 3G and MUGA pitches - - inteorated



