Cyfoeth
Naturiol
Cymru

Natural
Resources
Wales

Ein cyf/Our ref: CAS-318836-VOWO0

Eich cyf/Your ref: P/26/0197
Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council

Unit 5 Triangle Business Park
Pentrebach
CF48 4TQ

Dyddiad/Date: 30 September 2026

Annwyl Syr/Madam/Dear Sir/Madam,

Bwriad/Proposal: Construction of four detached houses and new access road
Lleoliad/Location: Rear Of Six Bells, Heolgerrig, Merthyr Tydfil, CF48 1RP

Thank you for consulting Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru/Natural Resources Wales (NRW) about
the above, which we received on 11 September 2026.

We have concerns with the application as submitted because inadequate information has
been provided in support of the proposal. To overcome these concerns, you should seek
further information from the applicant regarding European protected species and foul
drainage. If this information is not provided, we would object to this planning application.
Further details are provided below.

European protected species

Bats

We have concerns about the above proposal and advise that further information is
submitted in support of the application to assess the impacts of the proposal on bats, a
European protected species. Bats and their breeding and resting places are protected
under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended).

We have reviewed the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) by Little Wing Ecology CYF,
dated 28 April 2026.

We note that the report has identified that bats may be present at the application site.
However, Section 8 of the report advises that further survey work is required in the form of
a presence/likely absence survey, ground level tree assessment and static detector
surveys. We concur with this advice and support the response given by your authority’s
ecologist, dated 14 September 2026.
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We advise that the additional survey work recommended in the report is undertaken and
results submitted prior to determination of the application. Surveys should be undertaken
in accordance with published best practice. If evidence of bat use is found, suitable
avoidance, mitigation, or compensation measures should also be provided as appropriate
to the species and their use of the site.

Based on the application, as submitted, we are unable to provide you with any assurance
that the proposal would not be likely to be detrimental to the maintenance of the population
of the species concerned at a favourable conservation status in its natural range.

Great crested newts

We note that the PEA submitted in support of the above application has identified great
crested newts (GCN) are present within the area, and there are suitable existing habitats
for use by GCN during their terrestrial phase. Given the potential presence of GCN, we
advise that a site-specific assessment of the likely impacts of the development on GCN
and associated terrestrial habitat is submitted prior to determination of the application.
Appropriate reasonable avoidance measures, and where necessary,mitigation for any
significant terrestrial habitat loss or degradation of terrestrial habitat should also be
provided.

GCN and their breeding sites and resting places are protected under the Conservation of
Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) and Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981. Where GCN are present and a development proposal is likely to
contravene the legal protection, they are afforded, the development may only proceed
under licence issued by Natural Resources Wales, having satisfied the three requirements
set out in the legislation. A licence may only be authorised if:

e The development works to be authorised are for the purpose of preserving public
health or safety, or for other imperative reasons of overriding public interest, including
those of a social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary
importance for the environment;

e There is no satisfactory alternative; and,

e The action authorised will not be detrimental to the maintenance of the population of
the species concerned at a favourable conservation status in its natural range.

To avoid developments with planning permission subsequently not being granted a
licence, the Local Planning Authority should take Planning Policy Wales and Technical
Advice Note 5 into account when considering development proposals where a European
Protected Species is present. Please note, for the purposes of providing advice at the
planning application stage, our comments are limited to compliance with the third test only.

We consider that there is currently insufficient information to assess potential effects of the
proposal on any GCN that may be present. We concur with the recommendations of the
ecological report that further information is required to inform the planning application.

We therefore advise that the information specified above is submitted to assess the
impact(s) of the scheme on GCN and any conservation measures required. This must
demonstrate that the proposed development would not be likely to be detrimental to the
maintenance of the population of the species concerned at a favourable conservation
status in its natural range.
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Foul drainage

Further information should be submitted to demonstrate that either the foul drainage will be
discharged to the main sewerage system or that it is not reasonable to connect to the
mains.

No information has been submitted regarding the disposal of foul waters from the
proposed development. We refer you to Welsh Government Circular 008/2018 on the use
of private sewerage in new development, specifically paragraphs 2.3-2.5, which stress the
first presumption must be to provide a system of foul drainage discharging into a public
sewer. Only where having taken into account the cost and/or practicability it can be shown
to the satisfaction of the local planning authority that connection to a public sewer is not
feasible, should non-mains foul sewage disposal solutions be considered. We note the
proposed development is in a publicly sewered area and as such, we would expect the site
to connect to the mains sewerage system.

We therefore advise that if they haven’t already done so, the Applicant should thoroughly
investigate the possibility of connecting to the foul sewer by taking the following steps:

e Approach the sewerage undertaker to reach an agreement for a connection to the foul
sewer.

e |If the sewerage undertaker refuses connection to the public sewer, request that they
adopt the proposed treatment system.

e |If the sewerage undertaker refuses both of the above, you must appeal the refusal with
Ofwat.

For further details please see Natural Resources Wales / Private sewage treatment in an
area with a public sewer.

The Applicant should be aware that should a connection to the mains sewer not be
feasible, they will also need to demonstrate that the proposal would not pose an
unacceptable risk to the water environment. Welsh Government Circular 008/2018 advises
that a full and detailed consideration be given to the environmental criteria listed under
paragraph 2.6 of the Circular, in order to justify the use of private sewerage.

As stated above, we expect developers discharging domestic sewage to connect to the
public foul sewer where it is reasonable to do so. We will not normally grant a discharge
permit for a private sewage treatment system where it is reasonable to connect to the
public foul sewer. We also expect discharges of trade effluent to connect to the public foul
sewer where it is reasonable to do so and subject to the sewerage undertaker granting a
trade effluent consent or entering into a trade effluent agreement.

Applicants wishing to operate a private sewerage system will need either to apply to us for
an environmental permit or register with us for an exemption from the permit requirement.
Septic tanks and small sewage treatment works that meet certain criteria may be
registered as exempt.

A step by step guide to registering an exemption can be found on our website.
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https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/water-discharges-and-septic-tanks/septic-tanks-and-private-sewage-systems/private-sewage-treatment-in-an-area-with-a-public-sewer/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/water-discharges-and-septic-tanks/septic-tanks-and-private-sewage-systems/private-sewage-treatment-in-an-area-with-a-public-sewer/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/water-discharges-and-septic-tanks/septic-tanks-and-private-sewage-systems/register-your-septic-tank-or-small-sewage-treatment-plant/?lang=en

If the septic tank or private sewage treatment system is not eligible for an exemption, the
Applicant will need to apply for an environmental permit, further details can be found here.
Should a permit be required further information may be needed as part of that application
process. The Applicant is therefore advised to contact us for pre-application advice at the
earliest opportunity to try to ensure that there is no conflict between any planning
permission granted and the permit requirements. Further details on how to access our pre-
application advice service can be found here.

It is important to note that a grant of planning permission does not guarantee that a permit
will be granted. A proposal may be deemed unacceptable either because of environmental
risk or because upon further investigation, a connection to mains sewer was feasible.
Applicants are encouraged to ensure they have all the required permissions, consents,
permits and any other approvals in place prior to commencement of works on the site.

Please note, lack of capacity or plans to improve capacity in the sewer is not a valid
reason for a sewerage undertaker to refuse connection under Section 106 of the Water
Industry Act 1991 and we may refuse to issue an environmental permit for private
treatment facilities in such circumstances.

Where private sewage treatment/disposal facilities are utilised, they must be installed and
maintained in accordance with British Standard 6297 and Approved Document H of the
Building Regulations. We also refer the Applicant to Guidance for Pollution Prevention 4
on the NetRegs website, which provides further information.

Land contamination

NRW considers that the controlled waters at this site are not of the highest environmental
sensitivity, therefore we will not be providing detailed site-specific advice or comments with
regards to land contamination issues for this site.

It is recommended that the requirements of Planning Policy Wales and the Land
Contamination Risk Management guidance should be followed.

These comments are based on our assumption that gross contamination is not present at
this location. If, during development, gross contamination is found to be present at the site
the your authority may wish to re-consult us.

Other matters

The advice in this letter relates to matters which are included on our consultation topics
list. We do not rule out the potential for the proposed development to affect other
environmental interests that are not included on this list.

We advise the applicant that, in addition to planning permission, it is their responsibility to
ensure they secure all other permits/consents/licences relevant to their
development. Please refer to our website for further details.
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https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/water-discharges-and-septic-tanks/septic-tanks-and-private-sewage-systems/apply-for-a-permit-to-discharge-domestic-sewage/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/environmental-permits/pre-application-advice-for-environmental-permits/?lang=en
https://www.netregs.org.uk/media/1887/guidance-for-pollution-prevention-4-2022-update.pdf
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnaturalresources.wales%2Fguidance-and-advice%2Fbusiness-sectors%2Fplanning-and-development%2Fadvice-for-developers%2Fwhen-to-consult-natural-resources-wales-about-a-planning-application%2F%3Flang%3Den&data=05%7C02%7CJames.Davies%40cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk%7Cc625ccd750414565a43b08dd9d2b599e%7C8865ef0facde487cbf175cb50375d757%7C0%7C0%7C638839531725397142%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bBJlQMZW7XvS7yR1yeEgBIG9n1nxjWfTxqLMS9BAZ3E%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnaturalresources.wales%2Fguidance-and-advice%2Fbusiness-sectors%2Fplanning-and-development%2Fadvice-for-developers%2Fwhen-to-consult-natural-resources-wales-about-a-planning-application%2F%3Flang%3Den&data=05%7C02%7CJames.Davies%40cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk%7Cc625ccd750414565a43b08dd9d2b599e%7C8865ef0facde487cbf175cb50375d757%7C0%7C0%7C638839531725397142%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bBJlQMZW7XvS7yR1yeEgBIG9n1nxjWfTxqLMS9BAZ3E%3D&reserved=0
http://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/?lang=en

Advice for the developer

The treatment and disposal of contaminated soils and groundwater is regulated by waste
legislation and requires an environmental permit.

Excavated materials that are recovered via a treatment operation can be re-used on-site
under the CL:AIRE Definition of Waste: Development Industry Code of Practice. This
voluntary Code of Practice provides a framework for determining whether or not excavated
material arising from site during remediation and land development works are waste.

Developers should ensure that all contaminated materials are adequately characterised
both chemically and physically, and that the permitting status of any proposed on site
operations are clear. If in doubt, NRW should be contacted for advice at an early stage to
avoid any delays.

Environmental Permits from NRW may be required during construction and operation. We
recommend early consultation with the relevant permitting teams to ensure all permits are
in place prior to commencement of development.

If you have any queries about the above, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Yn gywir / Yours faithfully,

Owen Jones

Cynghorydd - Cynllunio Datblygu/Advisor - Development Planning

Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru/Natural Resources Wales

E-bost/E-mail: southeastplanning@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk

Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a byddwn yn ymateb yn Gymraeg, heb i hynny arwain

at oedi./Correspondence in Welsh is welcomed, and we will respond in Welsh without it
leading to a delay.
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.claire.co.uk%2Fprojects-and-initiatives%2Fdow-cop&data=05%7C02%7Csoutheastplanning%40cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk%7Cae9bff8eccf64b3c3c4f08df1573226e%7C8865ef0facde487cbf175cb50375d757%7C0%7C0%7C639253256449467840%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZD42i4xcGH50ZHl8iyhU6yJl%2BU5Qhz%2BHKFfKxZLpvfk%3D&reserved=0

