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INTRODUCTION

TTP Consulting is retained to provide highways and transport advice associated with the
proposals to construct a new coffee shop with drive-thru facilities on the parcel of land to the
south of the Cyfarthfa Retail Park in Methyr Tydfil.

Figure 1.1: Loction Plan
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The plot is currently undeveloped albeit benefits from consent (Ref: P/23/0254) to construct a
Coffee Shop with drive-thru facilities as indicated on the plans in Appendix A. This report has
been prepared to support an application to construct a coffee shop with drive-thru facilities
albeit with changes to the layout as illustrated on the plans in Appendix B; the proposed
changes are necessary to meet the requirements of the operator, Costa Limited. It considers
the proposals in relation to the existing situation taking into account the consented scheme; it

concludes that the proposals are acceptable in highways terms.
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EXISTING SITUATION

The Site and Surrounding Area

The Application Site, hereinafter referred to as the Site is located to the south of the Cyfarthfa
Retail Park in Methyr. Itis an irregular shape which is bound by a footpath to the west, highway
to the east and landscaping to the north and south; the Site is currently undeveloped albeit

does contain a totem sign for the Shopping Park.

Figure 2.1: Existing Site
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The Cyfarthfa Retail Park comprises of three main retail terraces with car parking in front, plus
a standalone unit in the car park which is occupied by Pizza Hut; tenants on the Park include
Curry’s, TK Maxx and Marks & Spencer along with Boots, Matalan, Next and Sports Direct.
Currently there are two Costa Coffee shops on the Park with one in Next as a concession and
the other in the north-eastern corner adjacent to Mountain Warehouse. In addition, Marks and

Spencer have a coffee shop.

Other food and beverage offers in the immediate vicinity include KFC and McDonald’s both of

which have drive-thru facilities, plus Greggs and Subway to the north.

The closest residential is located immediately to the east of the Park north of Aberdare Road,
and to the west of the A470.
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The Consented Scheme

2.5 The consented scheme comprises of a 167sqm GIA coffee shop with drive-thru facilities with

parking for up to 24 cars as indicated on the plans in Appendix A and Figure 2.2 below.

e Access is provided via a new junction on adjacent road. Condition 5 of the permission
requires details of a barrier as illustrated on Drawing 0015 Rev A02 (Appendix A) to be
submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority and the barrier to be brought

into use prior to the Coffee Shop opening for trading.

e Parking is provided for up to 24 cars which includes 1 space reserved for Blue Badge

holders and 1 space for parents with small children.
e Deliveries would take place via the car park.

e Parking is provided for up to 4 bicycles with 2 Sheffield type stands to the south of the

drive-thru lane entrance.

Figure 2.2: Consented Layout
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Access by Non-Car

The Site is accessible by non-car being within walking or cycling distance of nearby residential

with a number of bus services calling at stops in the immediate vicinity.

Walking and cycling are considered suitable modes of transport to replace car and public
transport journeys for up to 2km and 8km respectively, with factors such as facilities, health
and weather along with access to a car and journey purpose all influencing a person’s choice to
walk or cycle.

Although the A470 and A4102 acts as barriers, there is a network of footways and cycleways in
the immediate vicinity that facilitate access to adjacent residential areas, with crossing points
including dropped kerbs and tactile paving. Figures 2.3 and 2.4 illustrate the 2km and 8km
walking and cycling distances from the Site, with the latter including all of Methyr Tydfil; it is
noted that the isochrones suggest that people can walk along the A470 which is not the case,
with access to the properties on the west of the road possible via the underpass adjacent to
B&Q or to the south via Pantycelynen Road.

Figure 2.3: Walking Isochrone Map
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Figure 2.4: Cycling Isochrone Map
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2.9 The closest bus stop is located approximately 100m to the north adjacent to Sports Direct and
is served by southbound buses on Routes 9, 22, 23, 25, 78, 89 and 172 along with T4 and T14,
with northbound services available from the stop a further 50m to the north; access to the
southbound bus stop from the Site is possible via an uncontrolled crossing at the entrance to

the Park, or via a signalised crossing located between the two bus stops.

2.10 The bus services provide connections to Aberdare (Route 9), Abergavenny (Route 78),

Twyncarmel (Route 23) and Trefechan (Route 25) along with Methyr Tydfil.
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Highway Network

The Retail Park access road which runs in a broadly north-south orientation to the east of the
Site is a single carriageway road with on lane in each direction widening on the approaches to
junctions. It facilitates access to the Park, connecting to Aberdare Road in the south and
Swansea Road to the north; both junctions take the form of standard priority roundabouts.
There are footways along both sides of the carriageway with street lighting at regular intervals,

with double yellow no stopping restrictions along both sides.

Aberdare Road runs in a broadly east-west orientation to the south of the Park between
Pantycelynen in the west and Penry Street in the east; it is a single carriageway road with one
lane in each direction, with footways on both sides and street lighting at regular intervals. There

are double yellow no stopping restrictions along both sides.

Swansea Road which forms part of the A4102 is a part dual part single carriageway road that
runs in a broadly east — west orientation to the north of the Park. The road facilitates access
between the A470 and further west and Methyr Tydfil in the east, with the section immediately
north of the Park a dual carriageway with restricted pedestrian access via a footbridge. The
junction with the A470 is a large priority roundabout.

The A470 is one of the main north south routs in the vicinity which facilitates connections
between the M4 in the south and towns and villages to the north. It is a dual carriageway with
restricted access, typically with two lanes in each direction widening on the approaches to
junctions. It is subject to a 70mph with no pedestrian access.
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3 EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
The Proposed Scheme

3.1 The proposed scheme which occupies a smaller parcel of land includes a 167sgm Coffee Shop
with drive-thru facilities along with parking for up to 17 cars as illustrated on the plans in

Appendix B and Figure 3.1.

e Access is provided via a new junction on adjacent road broadly as per the consented
scheme. The applicant is willing to accept a condition to submit and have approved by
the Local Planning Authority a scheme which includes a barrier as per the consented
scheme, to include the barrier being brought into use prior to the Coffee Shop opening for
trading.

e Parking is provided for up to 17 cars which includes 2 spaces reserved for Blue Badge
holders and 2 spaces with EV Charging facilities.

e Deliveries would take place via the car park.

e Parking is provided for up to 4 bicycles with 2 Sheffield type stands adjacent to the
entrance to the car park.

Figure 3.1: Proposed Laxout
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Access Arrangements

The proposed development includes the creation of a new access broadly as per the consented
scheme with left-in / left-out junction on the Retail Park access road, with the layout able to
accommodate a delivery and refuse vehicle as illustrated on the plans in Appendix C. As noted
earlier, the Applicant is willing to accept a condition to install a barrier along the centre line of
the adjacent highway to enforce the left-in / left-out arrangement, with drivers able to use

roundabouts a short distance to the north and south to turn around.

Cycle Parking

Parking is provided for up to 4 bicycles in line with the consented scheme. The spaces which
are located at the end of the drive-thru lane at the entrance to the car park will take the form
of two Sheffield stands.

Car Parking

The proposed scheme includes parking for 17 cars which includes 2 spaces reserved for Blue
badge holders and 2 spaces including EV Charging facilities. Although the proposed level of car
parking is less than the consented scheme, it is considered to be sufficient by the proposed
occupier, Costa, with no opportunities to park on the adjacent highway and adequate
opportunities to park in the Retail Park car park opposite which is in the same ownership, with

crossing facilities provided at the access roundabout.

Deliveries and Refuse Collection

All deliveries will take place via the car park as per the consented scheme, with deliveries using
larger vehicles managed to avoid peak trading times. There are typically 3 food and 5 milk
deliveries per week, with 1 delivery every two weeks for consumables. As noted earlier, the

access has been designed to accommodate delivery vehicles.

The proposed scheme includes a bin store to the north of the building; it is envisaged that the
drive-thru lane will be managed when a refuse collection is scheduled, typically with 1 to 2

refuse collections per week.

Swept path assessments for a typical delivery and refuse vehicle are included at Appendix C.
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Drive-thru Lane

The drive-thru lane has been designed to accommodate vehicles up to and including a long
wheel base transit van, with capacity to store 10 cars within the lane plus a vehicle in the large
order bay in front of the collection bay which is broadly the same length as the consented
scheme. Swept path assessments for a large car exiting the drive-thru lane are included at

Appendix C.

Trip Generation

The proposed Coffee Shop would have a gross floor area of 167sqm which is the same size as
the consented scheme and that considered by the Local Highway and Planning authorities for
the 2018 and 2023 permissions. The number of trips associated with the consented scheme
was based on surveys at two existing Costa franchises in Banbury and Didcot, both of which ae
larger than that proposed here. Table 6 of the submitted Transport Assessment, repeated
below for ease of reference, sets out the potential number of vehicles for the weekday morning
and evening peak hours, and for the Saturday afternoon peak hour, with 88 two-way trips in
the morning peak hour, 80 two-way trips in the afternoon peak hour, and 119 two-way trips in

the Saturday midday peak hour.

Table 6. Potential Vehicular Movements — Merthyr Tydfil Coffee Drive-Thru (167m2)

Arrivals Departures Combined

Time Period
Trip Rate Trips  TripRate  Trips Trip Rate Trips

AM Peak Hour 28.751 48 24069 40 52.820 88
PM Peak Hour 32615 54 16358 26 47.973 80
Sat MID Peak 39.229 66 31.996 53 71.225 119

Notes: 1. Vehicle trip rate are per 100m? GFA/GIA

As set out in the Transport Statement prepared for the consented scheme, the majority of trips
are expected to be undertaken by car, the majority of the trips likely to be pass-by or linked,
with a number of trips diverted from existing Costa outlets on the Park and potentially also some

from McDonald's.

The proposed scheme would serve the same catchment, typically with approximately 50% using

the drive-thru lane.

As such, given the nature of the proposed development along with the consented scheme,

capacity assessments have not been conducted and mitigation measures are not required.
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4 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
Summary

4.1 TTP Consulting is retained to provide highways and transport advice associated with proposals
to construct a new Costa Coffee shop on a parcel of land adjacent to the entrance to Cyfarthfa
Retail Park in Methyr Tydfil.

4.2 The plot is currently undeveloped. It does however benefit from planning permission to
construct a new coffee shop with drive-thru facilities.

4.3 The proposals associated with this application are the same as those for the consented scheme
with the exception of the number of car parking spaces.

4.4 The Site is accessible by all modes being within walking and cycling distance of nearby
residential, with numerous bus services calling at stops in the immediate vicinity.

4.5 The proposed coffee shop is the same size as the consented scheme, with the majority of the
trips anticipated to be secondary either diverted from existing facilities, linked to a visit to the
local area or pass-by. As such, capacity assessments have not been conducted and mitigation
measures are not required.

4.6 Although the level of car parking now proposed is less than the consented scheme, it is
considered acceptable by the proposed tenant, is in line with policy and there is more than
adequate available parking within the wider Retail Park car park with no opportunities to park
on the adjacent highway.

4.7 Parking is provided for up to 4 bicycles which is the same as the consented scheme.

4.8 The Applicant is willing to accept a condition to implement a barrier down the centre of the
adjacent highway to enforce the left-in / left-out arrangement, i.e. the same as that impose on
the consented scheme.

4.9 All deliveries and refuse collection will take place from within the car park.

Conclusion

4.10 The proposed development is not materially different from that already deemed acceptable by
the Local Highway and Planning authorities and as such should not be refused on in highways
and transport grounds.
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Min Body Ground Clearance 0.259m
Max Track Width 1.544m
Lock to Lock Time 4.00 sec
Kerb to Kerb Turning Radius 6.000m

Notes:
1. This is not a construction drawing and is intended for illustrative
purposes only.
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