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Client

This drawing is the property of GWP Architecture. Copyright is reserved by them and
the drawing is issued on the condition that it is not copied, reproduced, retained, or
disclosed to any unauthorised  person, either wholly or in part, without the consent in
writing of GWP Architecture.

All drawings and specifications should be read in conjunction with the project health
and safety plan, any possible conflicts should be presented to the Planning
Coordinator.

All work to be carried out in accordance with current Building Regulations.

Contractors must verify all dimensions at the job before commencing any work or
making shop drawings.

Written dimensions should be taken. Do not scale off drawing. Do not take digital
dimensions from this drawing.

Any discrepancies to be reported to the Architect.
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8.0   SECTION FOUR - EXPLANATION OF THE PROPOSALS - EXTERNAL AREAS
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EXISTING SITE PLAN

The Welsh Jewish Heritage Centre comprises the following aspects, for 
which the letters below relate to the existing site plan to the right:

A	 The Former Synagogue

B	 Entrance Steps at the Front of the Former Synagogue

C	 Two runs of Steps & Retaining Walls to the Sides of the Synagogue

D	 Steps and a Retaining Wall at the Rear of the Former Synagogue

E	 A narrow strip of derelict land beyond the rear steps

F	 Primrose Hill House

G	 The Front Garden to Primrose Hill House

H	 A ‘Right of Way’ Path to the east of Primrose Hill House

I	 A large area of Derelict Woodland to the North of the Synagogue

Not part of the site, but impacting upon the site are:

J	 The Public Highway outside both buildings

K	 A Private Drive at the rear of the Former Synagogue

Within this document, we present the proposals for those External Areas 
referred to above; with the Former Synagogue and Primrose Hill House 
explained within their own separate documents. 
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8.0   SECTION FOUR - EXPLANATION OF THE PROPOSALS - EXTERNAL AREAS

Within this document, we present the proposals for those External Areas 
referred to above; which includes:

B   Entrance Steps at the Front of the Former Synagogue

C   Two runs of Steps & Retaining Walls to the Sides of the Synagogue

D   Steps and a Retaining Wall at the Rear of the Former Synagogue

E   A narrow strip of derelict land beyond the rear steps

G   The Front Garden to Primrose Hill House

H   A ‘Right of Way’ Path to the east of Primrose Hill House

I   A large area of Derelict Woodland to the North of the Synagogue

J  The Public Highway in front of both buildings
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8.1	 Existing Steps at the Front 

The stone steps, retaining wall and pillars to the front are in an extremely 
poor condition; having been pulled apart by buddleia roots and other 
damage.  Steps are partially missing or fractured, the landing has lost much 
of its surface and the wall and pillars are misaligned.  The proposals involve 
the wall being taken down to level steps; and re-built once all the roots 
are removed.  The stone pillars are to be taken down and re-built straight, 
once all the roots are removed.

As the bottom image shows, there used to be decorative iron railings 
on top of the wall and iron lamp posts with copper heads on the two 
inner pillars.  The proposals reinstate / replicate both the decorative iron 
railings and the two iron lamp posts with copper heads, which would be 
pinned down with stainless steel bars, with an electrical supply provided 
underneath the steps; all as shown in the bottom right hand elevation.
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Proposed West Elevation

Replica iron lamp posts with
c o p p e r h e a d s t o b e
installed on the 2no. inner
stone piers, pinned down
with stainless steel bars.
Electrical supply needed to
both.

Stone wall to be taken
down to level steps; and
re-build once all roots

are removed.

Install new decorative
iron railings, as original
on top of wall between
piers.

Stone pillar to be taken down and
re-built straight, once all roots

removed.

All roof to be stripped of slates, ridge tiles,
leadwork, membrane & insulation. Slates &
tiles to be carefully removed and set aside
for re-use.
New roof build-up to comprise:
 Re-used slates and tiles, plus new like-for-
likes, where extras required;
 New 50x25mm timber battens;
 New vapour-permeable roofing felt;
Between rafters, insert earthwool or
glasswool vapour-permeable insulation;
 Apply 25mm thick woodwool boards;
Apply 2no coats 6mm lime hemp plaster;
Apply 3mm lime top coat;
Paint in vapour-permeable paint.

All plastic rainwater
gutters and dowpipes
to be replaced with
cast iron goods, to
match the original,
like-for-like; and all
existing cast iron items
to be repaired and re-
painted, or where too
b a d l y d a m a g e d ,
replaced.

All cement pointing to
masonry to be carefully
removed, where possible.
Once done, all pointing to
be assessed; and any lost,
friable or recessed joints to
be re-pointing in lime
mortar.

Original (or replica) six-panelled timber
double doors still remain; however; clad with
metal panels. Carefully remove metal panels
and make good doors, as required. If
restoration not viable, replace with new
hardwood doors matching origional /
existing pattern and mouldings in all
respects.

Hebrew carved lettering
above door (now almost lost)
to be reinstated by carefully
re-carving the stone.

Lift requirements are subject to detailed
design. It is possible that the lift shaft will
require additional headroom beyond
the roof structure, possibly only for
installation of the lift itself; and/or
possibly for one-off future maintenance.
To achieve this, a section of the roof
rafters, insulation, membrane, battens
and slates is to be independent of the
rest, allowing for installation after the lift
and possible removal in the future. In
terms of appearance, the roofline will
be unimpacted.

Circular Window (shaded in
green) to retain original
'Star of David leaded
glazing; however, significant
repair required.

Slates to louvre to
be retained (limited
repair required).

All windows shade in
blue : Coloured leaded
glazing by glass artist.

P01 First Issue EM BP18.08.25

All window frames to be repaired, where
possible.
Where windows lost, or badly damaged,
window frame to be replaced, like-for-like.
All glazing to be replaced, apart from retained
leaded glass units which are to be retained and
repaired and new secondary glazing unit
incorporated to inside face.
All new glazing to main Synagogue space to be
new leaded, stained glass within Slimline
double-glazed units.
All new glazing to front range windows and
upper ground floor to be clear Slimline double-
glazed units.

Stained glass windows to main space to be of
new colourful design, by specialist glass artist.
Colours to be fairly dark, so to minimise bright
light within the space, thereby avoiding need
for black-out blinds.

General Notes

Historical view of Synagogue frontage showing railings and lamps (source: ‘alangeorge.co.uk’ website)

Retaining wall and pillars currently

Part Proposed Elevation,
showing replica railings & lamps
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8.2	 Existing Steps at the Sides 

To both sides of the Synagogue, there is a long, steep set of stone steps 
leading to the rear, with some brick inner body.  Both are flanked by a 
stone boundary wall.  Apart from one location on the north wall, the 
Structural Engineer believe that these walls are either built up from the 
step level or have a single course below the steps.  Also, the steps appear 
to be embedded into the external wall of the building.  Therefore, it is not 
possible to remove and replace the steps without taken down the walls 
completely; which is not desired.  As a result, it is proposed that these 
steps are repaired, like-for-like, as best they can in situ.  This would likely 
comprise a step by step repair undertaken from the bottom of the flight 
to the top.  The southern steps are generally in a reasonable condition 
however there are localised areas in poor condition with degraded treads 
and landing slabs, and some minor vegetation growth.  The northern steps 
are in poorer condition, with most of the treads failing or locally missing 
leaving ground material under exposed and vulnerable.  The proposals also 
involve localised repairs to the south wall.  A new opening is proposed 
within the north wall to provide access into the garden, opposite the door 
into the building.

The rainwater drainage pipework appears to run within these steps, for 
their full length.  These 225mm diameter pipes are encased in concrete 
on 3no. sides and sit approximately 200mm off the face of the building.  
they terminate at the bottom of the site.  The north pipe appears to be 
in reasonable condition and in relatively clear; whilst the south pipe is 
blocked along its lower half.  The proposals involve the clearance and in 
situ repair of these pipes, as far as can be done; and the in situ repair of 
the steps around the pipes.  If possible, a sleeve may be inserted along the 
length of the pipes to improve their operation and to address any areas of 
damage which cannot be suitably repaired.

The stone flags to the base of both steps would also be re-laid and 
repaired, to ensure level and safe access.
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Proposed Lower & Upper
Ground Floor Plans
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Display

LV
Switchroom

Entrance
Lobby

Lift

New PPC steel doorset with
emergency hardware within
existing opening

For excavation of lift pit
and under-pinning of
walls, refer to Mann
Williams information Lift
Shaft to be formed of
1 4 0 m m c o n c r e t e
blockwork.

Existing sump to
M i k v a h t o b e
partially infilled,
but recessed to
show location.

Concrete block north jamb
to be removed, so that
opening width is min.
750mm. Refer to Mann
Wil l iams for works to
head.

New PPC steel doorset
with emergency hardware
within existing opening

Concrete block pier
to be removed ,
along with timber
floor above. New
timber floor to be
installed above.

Incoming water
main and meter

New floor slab as
per Mann Williams
specification

Mikvah
Interpretation

Space

Existing
Opening

New Opening

formed in wall

Existing Window

Opening

Toilet partition walls to
be removed.

Lift controls to include call
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camera to reception, for
those without fob, and fob
facility for others
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Replica iron lamp posts with copper
heads to be installed on the 2no.
inner stone piers, pinned down with
stainless steel bars. Electrical supply
needed to both.

Stone pillar to be
taken down and re-
built straight, once
all roots removed.

Stone pillar to be
taken down and re-
built straight, once
all roots removed.

New stone landing slab
and edge steps to
replace damaged one.

Stone wall to be taken down to
level steps; and re-build once
all roots are removed.

Install new decorative iron
railings, as original on top
of wall between piers.

First step down to be
p inned i n s i t u , w i t h
stainless  steel dowels and
epoxy from outer end.

In situ repairs required
to flight of stone steps;
notably 3rd step down.

In situ repairs required
to flight of stone steps;
notably 5th step down.

Root to be removed from
edge of 4th steps up. May
require step to be removed
and re-laid.

New floor build-up to comprise;
22mm hard wax oiled oak floor boards; on

70mm deep, by 50mm wide, treated timber battens; on
60mm limescreed; on

150mm limescrete; over
Geo-textile breather membrane; over

min. 250mm insulating aggregate;
laid onto existing ground,

with all loose stones and other loose material removed.

Hebrew carved lettering
above door (now almost lost)
to be reinstated by carefully
re-carving the stone.

Downstand - Existing wall to
be demolished / reduced
to allow for lift access.

Up

New Acoustic partition.

Water / Drink station
& seating area.

1239mm
Pinch Point
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Proposed Lower Ground Floor Proposed  Ground Floor
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All window frames to be repaired, where possible.
Where windows lost, or badly damaged, window frame to be replaced, like-for-like.
All glazing to be replaced, apart from retained leaded glass units which are to be retained and
repaired and new secondary glazing unit incorporated to inside face.
All new glazing to main Synagogue space to be new leaded, stained glass within Slimline double-glazed
units.
All new glazing to front range windows and upper ground floor to be clear Slimline double-glazed units.

Externally, all cement pointing to masonry to be carefully removed, where possible.
Once done, all pointing to be assessed; and any lost, friable or recessed joints to be re-pointing in lime
mortar.
Internally, all cement/gypsum plaster to be removed; and all existing walls to be re-plastered in a 3-
coat lime plaster and finished in a vapour-permeable paint.

General Notes

Proposed Lower Ground Floor with Red Lines where gates are proposed North side steps up the side of the Synagogue South side steps up the side of the Synagogue

Opening to be 
formed in wall

Secure
Gate

Secure
Gate


