Green Infrastructure Statement

Introduction

This document has been prepared to support planning application for an extension to
134 — 135 High Street, Merthyr Tydfil

The development comprises an extension and refurbishment to an existing building.
The objectives are to maintain and develop a network of green corridors through the
site and support biodiversity and ensure they link in with the wider ecosystem.

Green Infrastructure Definition and Terminology

Green Infrastructure has been defined by the Landscape Institute in their publication,
Green Infrastructure: An integrated approach to land use (2013), as “the network of
natural and semi-natural features, green spaces, rivers and lakes that intersperse
and connect villages, towns and cities. Individually, these elements are Gl assets,
and the roles that these assets play are Gl functions. When appropriately planned,
designed and managed, the assets and functions have the potential to deliver a wide
range of benefits — from providing sustainable transport links to mitigating and
adapting the effects of climate change.”

Natural Resource Wales (NRW) defines Green Infrastructure as “a term that’s
sometimes used to describe a wide range of natural and semi-natural features,
spaces, rivers and lakes including parks, fields, allotments, hedgerows, roadside
verges and gardens, not to mention entire ecosystems such as wetlands, waterways
and mountain ranges.”

The Landscape Institute position statement “Green infrastructure: connected and
multifunctional landscapes” provides the following definitions for Green Infrastructure
terminology:

Gl assets - Gl assets include the natural elements which provide social,
environmental, or economic benefit. They can be specific sites or broader
environmental features within and between rural and urban areas. A useful approach
to outlining the different types of Gl asset is to classify them according to the spatial
scale at which each would typically be found.

Connectivity - Connectivity between different Gl assets will help maximise the
benefits that they generate. This connectivity can be visual or notional; however
physical connections make the most impact. This connectivity can enhance public
engagement with the natural environment, improve opportunities for biodiversity
migration and assist in encouraging sustainable forms of travel.
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Gl functions - Gl functions are the roles that assets can play if planned, designed
and managed in a way that is sensitive to, and includes provision for, natural
features and systems. Each asset can perform different functions, a concept known
as multifunctionality.

Multifunctionality - Understanding multifunctionality is central to the Gl approach to
land use planning. Where land performs a range of functions it affords a far greater
range of social, environmental, and economic benefits than might otherwise be
delivered.

Ecosystem services - Underpinning the multiple functions that Gl assets perform is
the concept of ecosystem services. Health and wellbeing depends on the range of
services provided by ecosystems and their constituent parts: water, soils, nutrients
and organisms. These services include:

Support: necessary for all other ecosystem services, e.g. soil formation and
photosynthesis.

Provision: food, fibre, fuel.

Regulation: air quality, climate control, erosion control; and

Culture: non-material benefits for people, including aesthetic qualities and
recreational experiences.

Gl approach — Gl approaches to land-use planning promote the widest range of
functions which can be performed by the same asset, unlocking the greatest number
of benefits. Such an approach enables us to demand more from the land in a
sustainable way; by helping to identify when it can provide multiple benefits and to
manage the many, often conflicting, pressures for housing, industry, transport,
energy, agriculture, nature conservation, recreation and aesthetics. It also highlights
where it is important to retain single or limited land use functions.”

National Planning Policy

Future Wales - The National Plan 2040 (Welsh Government 2021)

Policy 9 Resilient Ecological Networks and Green Infrastructure of the Future Wales
- The National Plan 2040 states the following with regard to green infrastructure:

“To ensure the enhancement of biodiversity, the resilience of ecosystems and the
provision of green infrastructure, the Welsh Government will work with key partners
to:

+ identify areas which should be safeguarded and created as ecological networks for
their importance for adaptation to climate change, for habitat protection, restoration
or creation, to protect species, or which provide key ecosystems services, to ensure
they are not unduly compromised by future development; and
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+ identify opportunities where existing and potential green infrastructure could be
maximised as part of placemaking, requiring the use of nature-based solutions as a
key mechanism for securing sustainable growth, ecological connectivity, social
equality and well-being.

Planning Policy Wales sets out a range of policies to maintain and enhance
biodiversity, promote the resilience of ecosystems, including the stepwise approach,
and to maximise the provision of green infrastructure. The strategic focus of Future
Wales on urban growth requires an increased emphasis on biodiversity
enhancement (net benefit) in order to ensure that growth is sustainable.

As the population of Wales becomes increasingly urban, the opportunity to optimise
well-being benefits from green infrastructure will be greatest in and around these
areas. Innovative use of nature-based solutions and integrating green infrastructure
in and around urban areas can help restore natural features and processes into
cities and landscapes. Providing locally accessible, high quality green spaces and
corridors helps to maintain and enhance the strategic functioning of our natural
resources and ecological networks and address physical and mental well-being.
Local green infrastructure assets such as public rights of way, common land, parks,
village greens and allotments can all make a cumulative contribution towards wider
national scale ecological connectivity. The real-life importance of urban green spaces
was demonstrated when people were restricted to taking exercise in immediately
local green spaces during the COVID-19 lockdown.”

Planning Policy Wales - Edition 11 (Welsh Government 2021)

Planning Policy Wales - Edition 11 states the following with regard to green
infrastructure

“Integrating Green Infrastructure and Development: Green infrastructure plays a
fundamental role in shaping places and our sense of well-being, and are intrinsic to
the quality of the spaces we live, work and play in. The planning system should
protect and enhance green infrastructure assets and networks because of these
multi-functional roles. The protection and enhancement of biodiversity must be
carefully considered as part of green infrastructure provision alongside the need to
meet society’s wider social and economic objectives and the needs of local
communities. The multiple benefits that resilient ecosystems and green infrastructure
offer to society, including the economic and social contribution they make to local
areas, should be taken into account when balancing and improving these needs.

The quality of the built environment should be enhanced by integrating green
infrastructure into development through appropriate site selection and use of creative
design. With careful planning and design, green infrastructure can embed the
benefits of biodiversity and ecosystem services into new development and places,
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helping to overcome the potential for conflicting objectives, and contributing towards
health and well-being outcomes. There are multiple ways of incorporating green
infrastructure, dependent on the needs and opportunities a site presents.
Landscaping, green walls, grass verges, sustainable urban drainage and gardens
are examples of individual measures that can have wider cumulative benefits,
particularly in relation to biodiversity and the resilience of ecosystems as well as in
securing the other desired environmental qualities of places.”

Building Better Places, The Planning System Delivering Resilient and Brighter
Futures Placemaking and the Covid-19 recovery (Welsh Government 2020) Within
the above document under ‘Green infrastructure, health and well-being and
ecological resilience’ it states the following regarding green infrastructure.

“Resilient ecological networks, whilst vital for nature recovery, are also integral to our
health and well-being and form part of our response to climate change. The crisis
has highlighted the importance of access to green spaces and opportunities to
connect with the natural and historic environment. It has highlighted that easy access
and proximity to quality greenspace is severely lacking in some areas and to some
sections of our communities and actions to reduce such inequalities should be
prioritised as part of wider regeneration and improvement activities as a matter of
social and environmental justice. At the same time it is notable how, with the advent
of fewer unnecessary journeys and increased walking and cycling, biodiversity has
the opportunity to thrive.

We must reverse biodiversity decline and enhance the resilience of ecosystems, as
well as enable opportunities for social and economic activity based on valuing and
enabling access to the natural and historic environment. The planning system has a
key responsibility in securing green infrastructure, which plays a fundamental role in
shaping places and our sense of well-being and is intrinsic to the quality of spaces in
which we live, work and play”

Active Travel (Wales) Act (2015)

The Active Travel (Wales) Act (2015) set out that Welsh ministers must publish
annual reports on the amount of active travel journeys made in Wales. There is also
a requirement for Local Authorities to identify and plan for active travel routes and
increase the provision for walking and cycling, and encourage users to rely less on
cars. Local highway authorities are required to give greater consideration to the
requirements of walkers and cyclists and provide greater infrastructure provision to
them. The act also highlights the need to build connections between key sites such
as workplaces, hospitals, schools and shopping areas with active travel routes.
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The Well-being of Future Generations Act (2015)

The Well-being of Future Generations Act requires public bodies in Wales to
consider the long- term impact of their decisions, to work better with people,
communities and each other, and to prevent persistent problems such as poverty,
health inequalities and climate change.

The Planning Act (Wales) 2015 states that Local Planning Authorities must exercise
their function in relation to the determination of planning applications “...as part of
carrying out sustainable development in accordance with the Well-being of Future
Generations (Wales) Act 2015 (annex 2), for the purpose of ensuring that the
development and use of land contribute to improving the economic, social,
environmental and cultural well-being of Wales.” (PA(W), Sec.2(2)).

Technical Advice Notes (TANSs)

Technical Advice Notes should be read in conjunction with Planning Policy Wales
(PPW). TANs should be taken into account by the local planning authorities in the
preparation of Development Plans. They may be material to decisions on individual
planning applications and will be taken into account by inspectors and the Welsh
Government in the determination of appeals and called-in planning applications. The
following TANs are relevant to green infrastructure:

TAN 5: Nature Conservation and Planning (2009)

This Technical Advice Note provides advice about how the land use planning system
should contribute to protecting and enhancing biodiversity and geological
conservation. It brings together advice on sources of legislation relevant to various
nature conservation topics which may be encountered by local planning authorities.
The key principles of planning for nature conservation are set out followed by advice
about the preparation and review of development plans, including the relevant
statutory requirements.

TAN 12: Design (2016

The revised Technical Advice Notes (TAN) aims to equip all those that are involved in
the design of development with advice on how sustainability, through good design,
may be facilitated through the planning system. It sets out the core design principles
that any development proposal must follow to help create a sustainable environment
and exhibit a high level of design quality. These are structured via five the following
key objectives of good design:

e Access - Ensuring ease of access for all;

° Character - Sustaining of enhancing local character; promoting legible
development;

promoting a successful relationship between public and private space; promoting
quality,
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choice and variety; and promoting innovative design;

e Community Safety - Ensuring attractive, safe public spaces and security through
natural surveillance;

e Environmental Sustainability - Achieving efficient use and protection of natural
resources and enhancing biodiversity; and,

e Movement - Promoting sustainable means of travel. Figure 1: Objectives of Good
Design

TAN 16: Sport, Recreation and Open Space (2009)

This Technical Advice Note provides advice on the role of the planning system in
making provision for sport and recreational facilities and informal open spaces, as
well as protecting existing facilities and open spaces in urban and rural areas in
Wales. The guidance includes advice on Open Space Strategies and Open Space
Assessments, and outlines the need to consider green corridors and natural and
semi-natural greenspaces when forming development proposals.

Assessment of Existing Green Infrastructure

Pre-commencement survey has been completed by a suitably qualified ecologist of
the roof area

The Green Infrastructure SPG states:

“The likely impact of the proposals upon green infrastructure features must be
assessed. This should include a holistic assessment of all of the elements of green
infrastructure, including the synergies and trade-offs between them. The assessment
should also consider the impact not only upon the green infrastructure within the
development site, but also upon the surrounding green infrastructure context.
Subsequently the needs for development must be reconciled with the need to
maintain and enhance green infrastructure. This assessment of impact should be
undertaken by a landscape architect, ecologist or similarly qualified professional.”
and

A Green Infrastructure Strategy has been produced showing:

e The residential and commercial development areas;

A breakdown of all existing and proposed green infrastructure elements;
Associated access and transport links;

Drainage / SuDS features / multi-functional components

Greenways & enhancement of existing and proposed Gl frameworks
Open space and play provision

All the existing site hasn’t got any external space, as it is taken over by a single
storey extension. The new proposal sees the ground floor completely removed for
car parking areas, suds and will incorporate low maintenance planting beds, and
additional areas of greenspace and tree planting are proposed. Overall, there will be
a considerable ecological enhancement/ biodiversity net gain as a result of areas of
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new high-quality greenspace and the enhancement of existing area that did not have
any ecological infrastructure at all.

Bat and bird boxes (and other relevant ecology measures) are added as required.



