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SECTION 1.0: INTRODUCTION

L1 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

This Heritage Statement has been prepared on behalf

of Merthyr Tydfil Borough Council to accompany

the application for plonning consent for drainage
improvements within the Grade II* Registered Cyfarthfa Park
and the curtiloge of the Grade | listed Cyfarthfa Castle.

L2 SCOPE OF THE STUDY

l'his report incorporates o description of the site and its
heritage context, an outline of specific planning policy and
heritage guidance which should ba token into consideration
and the historic development of the Castle and Park with

a particular focus on the orea immediately odjacent to

the Castle where change is proposed. it will provide a
hertage impact assessment, considering the impact of the
proposals on all relevant heritoge assets.

1.3 EXISTING INFORMATION AMD RESOURCES

A Conservation Management Plan (SMF) for the Cyfarthfa
araa, which includes the Cyfarthfa Castle and Park, waos
completed in 2009. The study area of the CMP includas the
Cyfarthfa Conservation Area and parts of the Cyfarthfa
Haritoge Area (os set out in Policy CW2 of the Merthyr Tydfil
Replacement Local Development Plan 2016-2031).

Ihis report has also drown on previous analyses produced in
PFurcell’s Stotermnent of Significonce for the Castle, published
in Z016.



SECTION 2.0: UNDERSTANDING THE SITE

2.1 STATUTORY DESIGNATIONS

211 LISTED BUILDINGS

Listed buildings are buildings of special architectural and
historic intarest. They are protected under the Histaric

Environment (Wales) Act 2023 and alterations or demolitionz

require Listed Building Consent from the local planning
authority before they can procesed.

The Caostle is Grade | listed as follows:

Gradao |

History

1824-5. Designed by Robert Lugar; architect of London, for
ironmaster Willicm Crowshay I Cost £30,000. 5old in 1803
to Merthyr Corporation; large extensions of 1912 for School.

intarior

intarior retains main suite of state rooms including
entrance hall, library, drawing room and dining room
{now wsed as Museum and art gallery) Entrance hall

is baronial with ribbed celing, heroldic cornice, Gothic
shafts and panelling to dooregses and castelioted
chimney-piece in fibrary, the rest of public rooms are
neo-classical in styla with anthemion pigster bands, 8gg-
and-dart comices, wide architraves with angle pateroa.
Ceiling roses to drawing rooms, plus fing caryotia
chimnay-piece and scallop-shell niches to fong drawing-
roomy; lonic pifasters from columned screen rermain in
dining-roam.

Exteriar

large country house Ficturesque costle style. Terroced
site. Basically rectangutar in shape, with almaost
symmatrical antrance and garden fronts meeting at

a circwior cormer tower. Coursed bull-nosed focings

with ashiar dressings. Creneliated parapers with folse
machicolotion to towers, weathered stringoourses to
rast Stair and outlook turret to rear of comer drum-towsr,
dumimy arrow loops, rectangular hood mioulds (arched
to drum towar which also hos 3-light mullioned windows
to top fioor), Cross windows (iater?) to entrance front
and drum, sash windows with glazing-bars to ground-
floor of garden front. Cantral fowers to bath fronts with
sployad ongles, spiayed bay with finial over porch to
main entrance with round turrets and arched opanings;
onal over Tudor garden doonwa)y. Attached to left of main
building are the castalioted screen-waoll ond towsred
entrances to former stable courtyard and offices (now
rebuilt as School accommodation). Composition of walls
with dummy loops, polygonal end turret, solid left-hand
gatehousae with arched aentry under 3-fight window and
right-hand entry batween round and sguare tumets.
Tudar-styte School buildings o rear:

In addition, the Park contains o Grade |l listed fountain and
the park wall, gote piers and railings flanking the driveway
entrance to the south-east of the Castle are also Gradea Il
listed. The site iz located close to a number of designated
heritoge assets, several of which are associoted with the
former Cyfarthfa Ironworks (designated os a Scheduled
Monument). These include:

«  Pont-¥-Cafnou Trarm-road Bridge {Grade 1l and
Scheduled Ancient Monument);

«  Gwoelodygorth Housze (Grade 11);

+  Pandy Farmhouse (Grode 1i);

= Barmn at Pandy Farm {Grade 1i);

= Clock tower at Pandy Farm {Grade II);

«  L-Plan stable ranges ot Pandy Farm (Srode i),

+  Mos. 22-30 Cyfarthfa Road (Grade 1);

+  Growen [Grade 1I);

+  Limekilns south of Cafn Bridge (Grade i)

«  Pont-¥-Cefn (Grade 1)

= Old Cefyn Bridge (Grade 1),
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Approximate Boundary of Cyfarthfo Park, Grade 11*
Registerad

B GrodelListed

B Grade ll Listed

B Scheduled Monuments

01 Cyfartho Caostle

02 Fountain Below S.Terroce at Cyfarthfa Costle

03 Railings ot Driveway Entrance to Cyfarthfa Costle

04 Park all Flanking Railings ot Driveway Entrance To
Cyfarthfao Castle

05 Gatepiers at Driveway Entrance to Cyfarthfa
Castle

06 Pandy Farm and Clock Tower (4.no seperate
Grade |l Designations)

07 Mos 22-30 Cyfarthfo Rood

08 Growean

09 Remains of Blost Furnaces, Cyfarthfa romworks

10 Pont y Cafnau Tramroad Bridge

11 Uimekiins South of Cefn Bridge

12 Ponty Cafn

13 Old Cefn Bridge

14  Gumos Quaorry Tromrood and Leat

15 Gwoelodygarth House

This pian is not to scals

Agrial imogery amnnotated to show the distribution of heritoge ossets around Cylarthfo Caostls. Google Earth 2023

D&



SECTION 2.0: UNDERSTANDING THE SITE

2.1.2 REGISTERED PARK AND GARDEN

Cyfarthfa Castle is located within Cyfarthfa Park, o Grade 11*
listed Registered Park and Garden. The Cadw list entry notaes
that “the park and gardens are of great historic interast not
only as the landscope setting for the Romantic mansion but
also for thair proximity ond usefulness to the ironworks [.]
which in their doy were considerad to add great sublimity to
itz landscape setting.”

When local planning autharities are detarmining planning
applications, the effect of o proposed development on o
registered pork or garden will be o material consideration™

213 CONSERVATION AREA

The maoin purpose of conservation area designation is to
acknowledge the special historic or anchitectural character
of an area. This influences the way in which the local
planning authority, deals with planning opplications that
may affect the particular charactar of the araa.

g

Cyfarthfa Costie, Full Report, hittpe/fcadwpublio-
upi.nf.ulewehsitas.nanfrepurtsfpurkg arden/
FuliRsportdang=an&id=384

02 Codw, Monoging Change to Registered Historic Parks and
Gordens in Wales, 2007,

Thie site is located within the Cyfarthfo Conservation Areaq,
covaring appraximately 100 hectores and divided into four
Charactar Areqs:

+  Character Area 1 - Cyfarthfo Park South aond Castle

+  Character Area 2 - Cyfarthfa Park Morth

+  Character Area 3 - Taf Fechan Valley

+  Character Area 4 - Cyfarthfa ironworks and Taf Fawr
Walley.

The charactar of the Consenvation Araa is definad by

the industrial heritage of the late 18th and 19th-century
ironworking activities in the area. alongside the Castle, the
conservation area contains the remaoins of the Cyfarthfa
ironworks and laoter steelworks, ond the remains of the
formear blast furnoces, coke ovens, refineries, engine houses,
tramway's and aguaducts which serviced tham.

The Castle and the southern area of Cyfarthfo Park make

up Character Area 1 of the Conservation Area. The Costla

is described in the Conservation Area Approisal os the
‘centrepiece’ of the character ared; ‘a throne’ built by William
Crawshay to overlook his ironworks oppaosite the River Taf*

03 Marthyr Tydfil County Borough Council, Cyfarthia Conservation
Arsa Charocter Appraisal, 2008,

o7
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B Cyfarthfa Costie
Approximate Boundary of
Cyfarthfa Conservation Area

Thiz pian is not to scale

Asnial imagery annatoded o ilustrote the refaotionzship of Cyforthfo Coztle to Cyforthfo Consenaation Arsa. Google Earth 2023

oE



SECTION 2.0: UNDERSTANDING THE SITE

2.2 UNDESIGNATED HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
ASSETS

The following areas ane local designations agreed by
merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council.

221 CYFARTHFA HERITAGE AREA

The Cyfarthfa Heritage Area is a local designation ogreed
by Merthwr Tydfil County Borough Council. It occupies
approximataly the same areo coveraed by the Consarvation
Area designation, although extends slightly further south-
east to encompass the residential development and
industrial estotes just beyond the south-west boundary of
Cyfarthfa Pari.™

Itz key features are Cyfarthfa Castle and Fark, thie Cyfarthfa
Iron Furnaces and the Gumos Quarry Tramway and Leot.
The Heritage Area recognises and promotes the industrial
haritage of Merthyr Tydfil.*=

2.2.2 URBAN CHARACTER AREA 5: CYFARTHFA PARK
AND IRONWORKS

Cyfartha Castle and Park sit within Urban Choracter Area 5,
Cyfarthfa Park and ironworks, which encompasses Cyfarthfo
Park, the former ronworks, and later residential and
industrial development which sits betweean them. This local
designation recognises the physical link between Cyfarthfo
Irorworks and its domestic counterpart - the Castle, Park
and former Pandy Foarm - and the archaeological potential
around the site of the former furnoces which once stroddled
the river Taff.®s

04  Marthyr Tydfl Proposols Interactive Mop.

05 Merthyr Tydfil Replocement Local Development Plon 2016-2031,
Policy CW2.

06 Codw, Merthyr Tydfil Understanding Urban Choroctar, 2015

2.2.2 ARCHAEOLOGICALLY SENSITIVE AREA 1
CYFARTHFA CASTLE AND PARK

Cyfarthfa Costle and Park are located within
archoeclogically Sensitive Area I: Cyfarthfa Castle and Pork,
as designated by Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council.
This clossification recognisas the potential for below-ground
archaeology on the site to reveal more about the earlier
formation of the londscape and its buildings.™

7 Marthyr Tydfil Replocement Local Developmeant Plan 2016-2031,
Supplemeantary Flanning Guidonce Note 3: Archoeciogically
Sensitive Araas.

oe



SECTION 2.0: UNDERSTANDING THE SITE

2.3  NATIONAL AND LOCAL POLICIES AND GUIDANCE
2.3] The Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2023

The Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2023 directs that, in
determining applications for Listed Building Consent, o
planning authority or the Wealsh Ministars must have spacial
regard to the desirability of preserving -

a  the listed building to which the appfication relates
b the setting of the building, and

c  any featuros of special architectural ar historic interast
the building possassas.

2.3.2 Planning Policy Wales

Flanning Policy Wales, ([updated 18 October 2023) is the
ovararching planning pelicy document for Wales and
provides guidance about how to implement the legislation
which covars the historic environment. Within section & of
Planning Policy Wales are the Welsh Government’s policias
for the protection of heritage.

Ihe policies advise a holistic approach to planning and
development, whare all significant elements that maoke up
the historic enwvironment are termed heritage assets. These
consist of designoted assets, such as listed buildings or
conservation areas, non-designated assets, such as locally
listed buildings, or those faatures which are of heritage
walue. The policies within the docurnent emphasise the nead
for azsessing the signiicance of hentage assets and their
setting in order to fully understaond thea historic environrment
and inform suitable design proposals for change o
significant buildings. The docurment also requires that the
impoct of developrmeant proposals which affect heritoge
ossets iz ossessod.

2.3.3 LOCAL PLANNING POLICIES

The Local Developrnent Plan for Merthyr Tydfl (adopted
January 2020}, is the Council's overarching planning
docurent setting out prioritias for the future planning and
development of the County Borowgh untl 20301

The following policies are pertinent to the proposals
affecting Cyforthfa Castle:

+«  Policy CWT Historic Environment
+  Paolicy CW2: Cyfarthfa Heritoge Area

2.3.4 SETTING OF HISTORIC ASSETS IN WALES (CADW,
2017)

This document explains the importance of satting and how
it contributes to the significance of heritage ossets. Italso
provides guidance for assessing the impaoct of developrnent
on setting and how odwerse impacts can be mitigated. The
docurnent notes thot:

+  Setting includes intongible as well as physical foctors
such as function, sensory parceptions, historical, artistic,
literary and scenic associations.

+  Change or development with the potential to impoct
on the setting of o heritoge asset should define
and understand how that setting contributes to the
significance of the historic assets.

+  Development proposals should aim to avoid any
harmful impoct on a historic osset and its setting.

2.3.5 OTHER GUIDANCE DOCUMENTATION
Cther guidonce documentation consulted during the
production of this Heritage Impoct Assessment includes:

«  Cohsarvation Principtas for the Sustainable
Management of the Histaric Environmeant in Walas,
(201). Thiz document sets out key guiding principles
for the moanogement of the historic environment
in Wales. It provides a logical approach to making
decisions regarding tha historic environment bosed on
significance.

+  Flonning Policy Wales, Technical Advice Note 24: The
Historic Environment (2017). This document provides
guidance on how the planning system considers
the historic environment during development plan
preparation and decision making on planning and
listed building consant.

+  Manoging Change to Registered Histaric Parks and
Gordens in Wales (Cadw, 2017). This document sets out
general principles to follow when considering changes
that may hove an impact on registered histonc parks
and gordans. It explaing the status of the register of
historic parks and gardans in Walas and its ploce in the
planning system.

«  Heritoge iImpact Azsessment in Wales (Cadw, 2017). This
document sets out the genaral principles to consider
when planning changes to historic assets and applying
for listed building consent, consarvation araa and
schaduled monument consant in Walas.



SECTION 3.0: DESCRIPTION

3. LOCATION AND SETTING

Cyfarthfa Castle is located on a low rise overlooking the
former siter af the Cyforthfa Ironwaorks on the north-weastern
end of the town of Marthyr Tydfil. The town is situated

just south of the Brecon Beacons, and the surrounding
landscape is rugged and mountainous. The Castle sits
within 160 acres of mixed parklond known as Cyfarthfo
Park. The Park is bounded to the south by Brecon Road,
Gwaoelodygarth Rood to the eost, Gurnos Road to the west
and north and o residentiol estate to the north-east. The
Park is open to the public ond provides a range of pleaszant
wooded walks, play areas, sporting facilities and recreation
grounds for local residents and visitors.

I'he wider landscape retains numerous tangible links to
the industrial heritoge of the areo; notably the remains
of several blast furnaces and the Cafn Viaduct. Though
much of the former ironworks have bean redeveloped the
industrial heritoge of the area is very much still tangible in
the londscope, albeit much recloimed by plant growth.

Cartographical and pictorial evidence indicates that

the trees within the southern and south-eastern areas

of tha park were historicolly far less dense, which would
have afforded the Crawshays an uninterrupted view of

the ironworks. The remaoins of the blost furnoces can be
glimpsed from the Castle today. At the time of sunvey it was
not possible to see the Castle from the site of the Ironworks,
though it is acknowledgead that the extent of intervisibility
may change dependant on seasonal plont growth,

1 from the terroce south of the Castls in the late 18th century

Oid Merthyr Tyrdiil
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3.2 CYFARTHFA CASTLE

Cyfarthfa Caostle was designed by the London architect
Robeart Lugar in 1824-5 in the Picturasque styla. The building
is constructad from coursed ashlor masonry sat beneath
a crenelated parapet. The Castle loyout is rectangular

in shape, though the ormangement of the buildings iz
asymmetrical with the family rooms locoted on the south-
east side of the building and the former school on the north-
west, The school occupied o later phase of the building,
which was rebuilt behind the screan wall in the aarly 20th
century to replace the original stable and service rangas.

The maoin entrance to the building, which today overlooks
the car park, consists of a central protruding porch flanked
on the westemn side by a square tower and larger circular
tower to the east. The towers are also crenelated with false
machiolotions and durmny arrow slots below. Tha circular
towar features o small outlook tower on its wast side, and
links to the eastern return which essentially mirrors the
loyout of the entronce front and ovaerlooks an ottroctive
formal garden. The eastern front was used by the Crawshay
family os the principal entrance to the building, and the
path leading from this historic entrance, is flanked by a pair
of ram’s heod sculptures.

when viewad from the south, the western half of the Costle
appears broadly as it was designed by Robert Legar in 1824-
5, os the south screen wall wos retgined when the site was
developad in the early 20th century. Behind this screen, the
Castle was extensively dermolizhad and rabuilt in 1910 to form
the school ranges. A pair of gotehouses in the screen wall,
ona square and the other flonked by towars, provide access
into the central courtyard and school buildings. The screen
wall also features crenelated parapets and duminmy arrow
slots.

Thie Caostle is bounded to the south by o terrace set over two
levels. The upper tarrace is laid to lown, and is separatad by
a retdining wall from o larger lower terrace which is now laid
to hardstonding aond used as a cor park.

The retoining wall and upper, lowned termace continues
around the eastern side of the building. Modamm
hardstanding is provided to the north and west of the Castle.

Ihi rear elevation is set back against the hillside and is
largely obscured from a distonce by planting. It can be
appreciated from o footpath behind the building. Thare are
a number of modern brick built extensions to the rear of the
school.

The Ficturesque
Cyfarthfo Costle was designed in the Ficturesqua style.

The Ficturesque™ was an artistic concept and style of
the lote 18th and early 19th centuries characterised by o
precccupation with the pictorial values of architectura
and landscapea in combination with each other it evolved
partly os a reaction against the earlier 18th century

trand of Neoclassicism, with its emphaosiz on formality,
symmetry, propartion, and exactitude. Picturesgue
architecture and londscapes are charocterised by
variety, imegularity, asymmaatry, and texture. For example,
medigval ruins in a natural landscape were thought to be
guintessentially picturesque.

08 Adoptedfrom Picturesgue Architacture, www britaonnico.
comfort/picturasgue
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Cylarthfo Castle. principle slavation

Looking acrozs the lowsr terrace (cor park) towards the principal Modern hardstonding to the rear [north) of the The west eievation of the Coste, showing the modsrn hardstonding in this area.
alevation of the Co=stia, Costla.
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3.3 VIEWS

Historically the key views from the Castle would have

been those looking towards the Ironworks in the vallay
below. Matura planting, residential devalopment and the
demolition of the Ironworks in 1928 means this historic

view is largely lost. At the time of survey there was virtually
no intenvisibility between the Castle and the ironworks,
though it is acknowledged that this maoy be offected by
seasonal changes. Whila the views from the Castle ond out
towards the surrounding hills remain important, they too
are truncated by this loter planting. Views across the loke
from the carpark areas are more open, and the eye is drown
westwards towards the distant Cefn Railway Viaduct (Grade
Ii* listed.} This helps to place the Castle within the wider
historic contaxt of the industrial landscape.

Key Views
The plon adjacent shows the distribution of key views
towards and away from Cyfarthfo Costle.

B Cyfarthfa Castie
= \iew From
— \iew Towords

Thiz plan is not to scole
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SECTION 4.0: HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT

4.1 HISTORY OF CYFARTHFA CASTLE

Ihe following section provides a timeline to situate Cyfarthfa
Caostle in its historical context. This will be followed by o more
detoiled exploration of the pertinent historical contaxt, the
history of the built fabric of the Castle and the evolution of its
immediote setting; Cyfarthfa Park.

Early History

While little has been found about the earliest history of

the region, it would appear that until the mid-18th century,
Merthvyr Tydfil wos a small forming villoge. However, like the
Severn Gorge at Coalbrookdale and the area later known as
Ironbridge, the upper Toff valley contoined the necessany
raw materials needed for large scale ironworking; limestone,
iron ore, woodlaond, a ready water supply aond was located
near to one of the best coal seams in South Wales.

4.2 HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT TIMELINE - WIDER
CONTEXT

J) Early History of Cyfarthfa

The naome ‘Cyfarthfa’ is thought to be associated with
the historic use of the lond as hunting grounds. The waord
Cyfarthfa loosely translates from the Wealsh for ploce of
barking, presumably reloted to hunting dogs.

y 1756-1788
Cyfarthfa Ironworks were established by Anthony Bacon
and William Browning, capitalising on the availability of
row materials such os limestone, iron ore, woodland and
a raady watar supply.

) 1786
The fiourishing Cyfarthfa Works were sold to Richard
Croawshay, who extends and developed Cyfarthfa to
become one of the largest ironworks in Britain.

o

1813
william Crawshay 1l {grandson of Richard Crawshay)
become responsible for manoging the lronworks.

1824-5

williom Crawshay I commissioned Robert Lugar to design
Cyfarthfo Castle on a site overooking the ironworks. The
Caostle was built with an adjoining stable block and coach
house.

1827

Lugar's floor plans from this date, produced for
publication, illustrated the loyout of the house when first
built.

1846

Robart Thompson Crowshay, son of Williom Crowshay
Il, movad to the Castle with his fomily. He odded o
photography studio in the north-west cornar of the
Costle, adjocent to the stables (since demolished.)

1874

Robert Thompson was forced to close the lronworks
amidst the South Wales coal strike.

1884
Cyfarthfo Works convartad to steel production to combat
an unfovourabla economic climote.

18849
The Crawshays vocated Cyfarthfa Castle, following the
death of Robert Thormpson and the dacline of the Works.

1508
Ihae Castle and Park were purchased from the Crawshays
by the local council.

1908-1912

The Caostle was converted to sarve as a museum and
school for the local community. The majority of the
building wos demaolizhed, with only a small section of the
original south-east cornar retained.

1945

The Boys and Girls schools, separated over different
floors, ware amalgomated to craate a single gramrmar
school.

1992-3

The Marriage Room, Morning Room and Round Drowing
Room were refurbished with sensitive recreations of
historic decorative scheames.

20z
The Flayroom Gallery, used as tempaorary exhibition
space for the musaum, was refurbished.

203
Cyfarthfo Costle High School closed.

2013-2024

The majority of the Costle has been vacant for over a
decada. During this time, substantiol water ingress has
causad serious detarioration of the histaric fabric. A
structural survey conducted in 2022 recommended a
large scale renovation to arrest further decay.
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Cyfarthfa Park and Castle in Context - The Ironworks and
the Crawshays

1765-1786

In 1765 the Cyfarthfa lrorworks were first established by
anthony Bacon and williom Browning, a pair of Cumbricn
ironmasters. The land was leased to them by Lord Talbot
and stretched approximately eight miles along the Taff
Valley. The pair employed the sarvices of Charles Wood to
ovarses the construction and later management of tha
works. Wood's diaries for I766-7 chronicled the construction
of o state of the art, coke-fired blost furnace ot Cyfarthfa™.
Shorthy afterwards, Bacon purchased shares in the nearby
Plymouth and Hirwaum works, meaning that he owned three
of the four significant coka iron furnaces in the Merthyr Tydfil
region.

As o gpecialist producer of munitions during the American
Rewvolutionary War (1775-83), the Cyfarthfa Works flourished.
Following Bocon's death in Jonuary of 1786, his sons first
leased and later sold the lronworks to Richard Crawshay.

08  The Diary of Charles Wood of Cyfarthfa romeorks, Merthyr Tydfil,
1766-1757.

The Crawshay Dynasty

richard Crawshay (1739-1810)

Richard Crawshay had been associated with the Cyfarthfa
Irorwvorks since 1774, when he took over Brownrigg's share in
the works. Crawshay maintained the ironwork's stotus as a
cantre for innovation; introducing puddling furmoces and a
rolling mill powered by o Watt engineg Dy 1789.

Working with the engineer Watkin George, he expanded the
site, constructing tramways leading from the quarries and
mines, the Pont-Y-Cafnou Bridge (the first iron railwoy bridge
in the world) ond the Gurnos Tramwy to link to the Gumos
Quarry to the north.

By 1793 Crawshay claimed to have loid out £50,000 on

new plant ot Cyforthfo. A survey of pig iron production in
1796 identified Cyfarthfo as by far the largest ironwarks in
Britain, casting over 7200 tons at a time when the average
output per works was typically 1562 tons". The expansion

of smeiting was more than matched by o massive growth
in forge capacity at Cyfarthfo. indeed, it was in the field

of iron refining that Crawshay made his most signal
contribution to the British iron trade. He was a sponsor the
‘iron puddling’ technigue of Henry Cort during the 1780s,
which revolutionized the production of malleable bar iron

in Britain. As a result, Cyfarthfo ottrocted industrialists and
technologists from across Europe, anxious to view whot was
refarred to locaolly as the domain of Maoloch the iron King .
By 1807, the Cyfarthfa Ironworks wara the largast in the world
and had transformed the landscope and scale of Merthyr

Tylfil.

|0 Evans C. Crowshay, Richard (1738-1810°, Oxford Dictionary of
Haotional Biography, 2008

I Evans, C. Grawshoy, Richord (1739-1810°, Oxford Dictionary of
MNotional Biography, 2008

=

The Cyfarthfa Waorks remained the largest in Britain under
tha ownership of Williom Crowshay, Richard's only son,
and by 1823 were producing 24,000 tonnes of pig iron from
eight blast furnaces®™. William Crowshay left much of tha
management of the Works to his son William Crawshay L.

12

Evans, C. Crowshay, William (1764-1834), Oxford Dictionary of
MNaotional Biography, 2004
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Robert Lugar's House, 1824-1825

it was William Crowshay I8 who was responsible for the construction

of Cyfarthfa Castle, relocating the family from thair former home at
naarby Gwaelodygarth House®. Subsagquently Gwoelodygarth was sold
for £2 500 to Williom Meyrick, a local lawyer who gave service to the
Crowshays and, more recently, this building was in the ownership of the
Mid-Glamorgan Health Authority.

in designing his grand new mansion ot Cyfarthfa, William (iIl) employed
the enginear Robert Lugar. Tha site was chosan for its position
overlooking, but separate from the noize ond smoke of the Ironworks.
[he Castla in its original form covered approximately one acre and
contoined a kitchen, bake-house, icehouse and dairy alongside the
fomily's grand suite of rooms. Adjoining the house were a lorge stable
block and coach housa.

Lugar's 1827 plan of the Castle, which appeadrad in a publication by tha
architect, shows the historic layout of the ground fioor rooms. A section
of this plan is reproduced adjocent, showing the rooms now occupied
by the Museum and the original arrangement of the rear service range
prior toits demolition and rebuilding in 1208-10. This alzo shows the now
lost grond central staircase. The plan shows the location of the later
Fernery (removed 1910) os a ‘court.”

Lugar's plan demonstrates that the upper terrace and the retaining
wall which bounds it to the south were conceived as part of the original
dasign.

I3 Listing text, Gwaslodygarth House, Historic Wales, 2005

f’ s ,fﬁi .ﬂ—ﬁ-ﬁ!!ﬁd)!.-ﬂéﬂé"
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A ground Roor plan of Cylarthfo Caztle from 1827, wilh the ground floor roorms retained in the 1810-12 rebuild highlighted
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Robert Lugar, (1772{3-1855),

Born at Ardieigh, Essex; the son of Edward Lugar, a carpenter of
Colchester, Robert Lugar established himself in London ¢ 1795, and
exhibited af the Royal Acodemy from that dote on; in due course he
developed a very widespraad practice as a country-house architect,
which extended to Scollond ond Wales as well os throughout much
of England. He also published a number of books of his designs,
which doubtless served to publiciza his name. The first two—
Architectural Sketches for Cottages, Rural Dwellings, and Villas (1805;
repr. 1815 and 1823} and The Country Gentleman's Architect _ Designs
for Farm Housss and Farm Yards (1807)—were puraly pattarmn books,
but the subsequant volumes weare recards of executed projects:
FPtans and Views of Builldings Exacuted in Englond and Scotland,

in the Castellated and other styles (181 2nd edn, 1823) and Villa
Architecture. A Collection of Wews, with Plans, of Buildings Executed
in England, Scotlond (1828). The last of these was dedicated to the
south Walas ironmaster William Crawshay, for whom Lugar designed
hiz largest work, Cyfarthio Castle, Glomorgan (1825)

lugar was a practitioner of the Picturesque after-the manner of John
Nash and Humphry Repton, working in o wide variety of architectural
styles inciuding the ‘Grecian’, the Iudor Gothic, and that of the
cottage omée as well as the castallated. At Gold Hill (later Dunstall
FPriory), Shoreham, Kent (1806), he produced a notably earty exampis
of o villa in the ltalianate vamacular style of Nash's Cronkhill,
Shropshire, and ot Balfoch Castle, Dunbartonshire (1808), he waos
amang the first to introduce the picturesquely asymmetrical castle
form into Scotiond; but he was a designer of oniy limited ability, who
frequently reduced the process of picturesgue compasition to o
meagraly detgiled routing formula of only marginal asymmatry.

tugar also served as county surveyor for Essax from 1812 ta 1816, and
became g freeman of Colchester in 1812 The architect Archibald
Simpson of Aberdean was his pupil He married on I7 June 1829
Susanna (d. 1860), eldest doughter of John Coles. He died in
Pembroke Squara, Kensingtan, where ha lived in retirement, on 23
Juna 1855, aged eighty-two's

14 leoch, P. Lugar, Robeart (1772 /3-1855), rev. Cwford Dictionary of National
Biograpiy, 2004

An early engraving by H. Gastineou shows a stylized view of
the Costle from the south-east within o postoral landscape.
Ihis idealised scena epitomises the Picturasgue style

which Lugar was etriving for in his design, though it conveys
nothing of the industrial londscaopea of the surrounding town,
ar of the Ironworks located just to the south.

A different, perspective is offered by Penry Williom's
watarcolour of the Cyforthfa Ironworks interior at Kight

(1825} which gives some indication of the charactar of the
Ironworks themselves. The Castle with its towers and brightly
illurminoted windows is visible in the bockground on the right
hand side of the image.

Little is known about any alterations to the Castle which may
haove token ploce during its time as the Crowshoy’s family
home.
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Robert Thompson Crawshay (1817 - 1879)

Robeart Thompson graw up at Cyfarthfa, and started o family
at the Castle with hiz wife Mary in 1846, Aftar the death of his
half-brother William in 1639, Robert became monager of the
Iromworks and cssumed full control of the business in 1867,

In 1874, he was forced to close the Ironworks due to the South
Wales coal strike. In an article published in the Western Mail
in Gctober 1877 and entitled The Fate of Cyfarthfa, Robert
lhompson reaspondad to rumours that the ronworks would
restart with the following:

“Trode is worse than it ever was, and | see not the slightest
chance of Cyfarthia starting again; and | believe if it aver
does start it will be under different circumstances to the
prasent, as it will require o large sum o ba laid out in
improverments such as making steel rail etc. stc. | am too
near my grove to think of doing anything of the sort, and |
think so badly of trode altogether that | have no wish o sae
my sons remain in it”

Though the strike ended and the Cyfarthfa Collieries
recpenead in 1875, the ronworks stayed closaed until ofter
Robart's daath in 1874,

The Caostle does not appear to have undergone moany
changes during Robert Thompson's lifetime, though the
Grade Il listed fountain to the front of the property was
probably odded during the lote 19th centuny. An aquatint
from 1840 shows the Castle as Robert Thompson would hove
known it. Although this image is, like the aarlier engraving, Eopher i £ el 4.'{;??__ VIR AT o T -.-Fi’,y’ Eiae
slightly stylized, it clearly shows the arrangement of the ’ f i ;
original castle. The Museum side of the building appears

broadly unchanged, though the single storey stables and Aquatint of Cyforthio Castie o840 (source wiki commons,}
service range which here were entirely concealed behind

the screen wall have been reploced double storey ranges

of the school. The lower section of the terroce in front of the

retaining wall was shown to be largely lowned.

S e b
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The Closing of the lremworks

Following Robert Thompson's deoth in 1875, his sons
reopanead the Cyfarthfa Works. The business was in dire
straits howewver, and though the Crowshays converted to
steel proguction in 1884, they foced mounting competition
from other componies who hod maode an earlier transition.
The works closed and reopened a number of times between
1884 and 1301 when they wera purchased by Guest, Keen
and Nettiafold (GKN) who would go onto close the Works
completely in 1910. After a brief reopening to support the war
effort in 1217, demolition of the Ironworks building began in
the 19205 and today much of the cora of the former Works
have disappeared or been redeveloped.

lhe furnoces still exist, along with the infrostructure;
surrounding tramways, vioduct and bridges ate,
Collectively these form one of the most importont industrial
archaeologicol sites in Britain.

A Castle for the People

Following Robert Thompson's death and the decline of the
Ironworks, the Crawshay farmily vacated the Castla for their
horme in Cawersharm Park, Reading in 1889. The Castie then
loy empty aside from occasional fomily visits ond as early
as 1893 it was proposed thot the Castle be used by the
people of Merthyr Tydfil=.

“The old hame of the Iron King, is literally denudad af
furniture, with the axcaption of ohe room which is kept for
the very occasional vigite..(sic) _why rosign to rats that
which would improve men and wormen?”

(Lettar to the Weekly Mail, August 19 1893)

In 1904 this idea was brought to fruition when the Costle and
Park was purchasead from the family by the local council.

It would seam that the plan to utilise the building nat only
for the enjoyment of the people as a Museum and Art
Gallery but also as a School was always intended. Plans

of the Caostle draown up in 1909 show both the Castle as

was axisting ot the time of the council’s purchase but also
several plans for the proposed new School wing.

15 Cyfarthfo Costles Guidsbook, pg 3
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lhe 1909 'as existing’ plans demonstrate the extent of the
rebuilding undertaken to create the school. Cnly a small
section of the ariginal Castle survivas in the south-east
corner. The Kitchen, Scullery and Housekeeaper's rooms o
the rear of the Castle wera been rebuilt, though the layout
of the replacement rooms are very similar to the historic
floorplan and presumably must have made use of thie
footings from the old building. The Fernary, Billiard Room,
Brewhousa, Servants Hall and Coal House wers also cleared
to create a large open courtyard to the rear of what is today
the Museum. To the west, the Stables, Coach Houses, Dairy,
Wash Houses and Robert Thompson's Photographic Studio
werz also cleared and replaced with the two storey school
ranges.

I'he Specification (which was written in 1910 aftar the
production of theze plans) records the intention to retain oz
much historic fabric from the previous building as possible.

Exarmination of fabric on site suggests thot the staircose to
the cellar in the eastern most tower may have been retagined
rathar than rebuilt as originally proposed in 1909, The zouth-
east front, south elevation and west screen walls werna
retained to maintain the historic oppearance of the Caostle.

[he Museurn and Art Gallery opened in 1910, with the Boys
and Girls schools following in 1912

BORGLICH . OF (MERTHYA TyowviL CYFARTEES B
Cormimus P [H s

Burwvos Foas

i i !

s LN TV

New' School Cyforthfo Pork, postoord . 1812 @ Cyfarthio Costle Musswm
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1812-Present

Records regarding more recent alterations to the building
ara limited. Where changas have been identified, thesa
are bosed onaxamination of the historic fobric on site and
consultotion with stokeholders.

The Museum appears to have undergone relatively few
changes since it opened in 1910,

internally, it hos undergone ot least two phase of
refurbishrnent, in 1992 and 2013

The school continued to operate os separate Boys and Girls
Schools until 1945, when they were amalgomated into a
single grammar school. Information regarding alterations
to the building are very limited, and appears ta have been
carried out on an as needed basis.

A particularly notable change was the addition of the
Gymnasium to the western side of the building, behind the
scraan wall

Internally, much of the interior decoration dates from the 1910
rebuild, though new desks, workbenches and kitchen fit outs

have been installed at various occosions during the life of
tha school,

Cyfarthfa Caostle High School officially closed in 2013, when
the finaol group of year 7 students moved into the new
Marthyr Tydfil High School.

2013 Onwards

[hie planning portal records a few minor interventions to the
Castle in recent years, the most notable being the granting
of Listed Building Consent for roof repair works to tower
sections (B17/0173) in 2017,

The majority of the Castle hos been vacaont since 2013. Water
ingress, damp and poorly maintgined roinwater goods have
saan a significant deterioration in the built fobric. Severe
structural issues have followad. The urgent nead to arrast
this process was recognised in Purcell’'s Condition Survey
and mMonn wWillioms' Structural Survey, both carried out in
2022
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4.3 DEVELOPMENT OF THE BUILT FABRIC
I'he adjacent block plan illustrates the main phoses of
evolution for Cyfarthfo Castle.

W 1825
B 1310

Mid-20th Cantury
B Lote 20th Century

Thiz plan is not to scole

tmoge coptured in o drone survey of the Coastie ciroc 2008, onnototed to show the relative oge of the built fobric.
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4.4 HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF CYFARTHFA PARK
T'he selection of historic maps and images below illustrates
the evolution of Cyfarthfa Park over the course of the 18th
and 20th centuries.

1820s

Cyfarthla Costle gs seen from the wast in a painting by Penry
williomz in the loter 1820s. Cyforthfo Costie Mussum & Art Gallery.

The area now constituting Cyforthfa Park historically served
as hunting grounds and was later used for agricultura. Early
drawings of the Castle and Park from the 18208 show o
natural landscape, which was later semi-formoalised with the
addition of gardens and structures. It is notable that Penry
Willioms depicted grazing livestock in the immediate vicinity
of the Caostle. Though he maoy hove used artistic license
hara, thair inclusion reflects the rural character of Cyfarthfa
Pork at this time and speoaks to the agricultural uses of the
surrounding landscape prior to the construction of the
Castle.

1850

Liyfrgell Genediosthol Cymru — The Notional Library of Woles
At fhdlhandie.net /10107 4576994

The 1850 tithe map for Merthyr Tydfil illustrates several
kay featuras which wera in situ by this point, including
savaral reservoirs, the Bryn Cae Owen Pond, and the
large lake to the south of the Castle, which formed part
of the watar managemant systam for the lronworks.
The loke and reservoirs are still extant though the Bryn
Coe Owen Pond was infilled during the 1970s. The map
also shows gotehouses at Pandy Gate (removed in the
1960s) and the farm complex known as Pandy Farm [an
older formstead adapted to serve the Cyfarthfa estate
in the early 19th century).

1875
= Ao Additional
sshiousss P i
Kitchen Garden
loa
House
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Cyfarthfo Park as pictured in the Ordnonce Survey of 1875,
National Library of Scotfand.

The Ordnance Survey of 1875 illustrates the evolution of
the landscape since the tithe mop of 1850, depicting

a large kitchan gardan with many glosshouses to the
north of the Castle, o large conservatory to the north
and on additional reservoir to the north-east. The map
also depicts a boathouse on the loke {demolished in
the latter half of the 20th century) ond an icehouse
betweaen the resarvoirs and the Bryn Cae Owen Pond.

The wadge-shaped garden immediately aast of the
Castle hod been laid out by this point, bounded on its
north-eastern edge by the treed path which survives
today. The area appears largely unchanged in the 1898
Ordnance Survey.

)
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1930s

and Fark from the south-rwest, 1830s. Royol
11 on the Anciant and Historical Monumaents of

fhe next key phose in the evolution of the Park was its transition to a public
apen spaca in the aearly 20th century, following the sale of the estate to the
council in 1202, Alterations aond additions to the park during the first two
decaodes of the 20th century included:

. [he provision of the bandstand to the east of the Castle, which was
originally situoted 350m further south and moved to its current position
in the 1390s.

. [ha establishment of o bowling green, pavilion and tennis courts to the

south-east of the Castle, and a public toilet block.

. The laying out of additional pothways around the public aomenities to
the south-east of the Castle.

. he infilling of the south-eastern tip of the lake.

fhe above aarial image of Cyfarthfa Costle from the 1930s shows 15th-
century featuras such as the fountoin to the south of the Costle and the
lorge glosshouse to the north. The bowling green, pavilion and tennis courts
can be seen to the far left of the image. There are formal gardens laid out
within the wedge-shoped lown immediately east of the Castle. The lower
terrace, between the Castle’s retoining wall and the fountgin, was no longer
lorwned.

1965
bic-20th century bullding
associated with the school
. TRET ==Y S Ji
¢l

¢ Infrostrectura feloted to 0
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Gatehouses Tennis Court

Cyfarthfo Pork as shown in the 1965 Crdnonce Survey. Maltional
Lib JNCArYy of Scotland.

The Ordnance Survey of 1365 shows the "stage’ to the
north of the lake, eracted in the mid-20th century. It
indicates that the Edwardian taa shalter to the north-
eaqst of the house and the gatehouses ot Pandy

Gate were still in sity, though both werne demolished
shortly after. Developments in the later 20th century
included the creation of islonds within the loke and the
establishment of o modal railway in the south of the
park by Marthyr Tydfil and District Model Engineering
Society (1987

It iz presumed that the modern tarmaoc which bounds
tha Castle to the north, south and west was introduced
during the mid-late 20th century.

centra/cafe o the

7L Caniury WS

aast of the Cas

Further developments in the early 2lst
century includa:

+  The development of the old kitchen
garden site, north-west of the Castle,
to provide car parking and events
space.

. Ihe provision of ploy araas for
children and a visitor centrefcafé to
the north-2ast of the Caostie.

+  Thearefurbishment of tha Bowling
Green pavilion aond tennis courts.

*  The reinstaternent of the 19th-
century icehouse.

8
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Criginal fecture | Feoture shown
on tithe map, 1850

Fteature shown on 05 map, IB68-75

feature shown on OS5 map, 1897-
151

Extent of droinage works

Extent of drainage works

\ Site compound

[ =
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A current sile plan annatoted lo show the historic developmsnt of the arsa where drainage works ore proposed.
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5.] ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cadw's guidance document for managing the historic
environment in Wales; Conservation Principles, espouses
a tharough assessment of the significance of a heritage
aszset. When making an assessment of significance
numerous aspects are considered including: architectural
interest, historic interast, sociol value, former uzes and
local distinctiveness. These aspects can be grouped under
a =eries of four values: Evidential, Historic, Aesthetic and
Communal. A description of each value is given under the
headings below.

This significance assessmeant concentrates primarily on
the Grode II* Registered landscape. Changes within the
parkland also have the potential to affect the significance
of the Grade | Llisted Castle. A proportionate ossessment of
the Castla’s significance is thus providad hare, with a focus
on the areas most likely to be affected by the proposals
(nomely the Costles archoeological {'evidential) value.

Evidential value -Thig derives from those elements

of an historic asset that can provide evidence about
past hurman activity, including its physical rermains

or historic fabric. These may be visible and relatively
eqsy to ossess, or they may be buried below ground,
under water or be hidden by later fabric. These remains
provide the primary evidence for when and how an
historic asset wos mode or built, what it waos used for
and how it has changed over time.

Historic value - An historic asset might illustrote o
particulor aspect of past life or it might be associatad
with a notable family, person, event or movement. These
ilustrotive or ossociative values of an historic asset may
be less tangible than its evidentiol value but will often
connect post people, events and aspacts of life with the
prasent.

Aesthetic value - This derives from the way in which
people draw sensory and intellectual stimulation from
an historic asset. This might include the form of an
historic asset, its external appearonce and how it lies
within its setting. It can be tha result of conscious design
of it might be a seemingly fortuitous outcome of the
way in which an historic asset has evolved and been
used over time, or it may be o combination of both.

Communal value ~This derives from thie meanings thaot
an historic asset has for the people who relate to it,

or for whom it figures in their collective experience or
meamaory. it iz closely linked to historical and aesthetic
values but tends to hove additional or spacific aspects.
Communal value might be commermonative or
symibolic. For example, people might drow part of their
identity or collective memory frorm an historic asset, or
have emotional links to it

The significance of the built fabric of Cyfarthfo Costle is
ossassad using o scale of significance ratings ranging from
High down to Intrusgiva:

+  High: A theme, feature, building or space which is
important at national or international level, with high
cultural value and important contribution towards the
character and appearance of the Castle and its setting.

«  Medium: Themas, features, buildings or spaces which
ara important at regional level or sometimas highar,
with gome cultural importance and some contribution
towards the character and appearance of the Castle
and its setting.

+  Low: Themes, features, buildings or spaces which are
usually of local volue only but possibly of regional
significance for group or theair value. Minor cultizrol
importance and contribution to the character or
appearance of the Castle and its setting.

+  Neutral These themes, spaces, buildings or features
have little or no cultural volue but do not detract from
the character or appearance of the Costle ond its
satting.

+  Intrusive: Themes, features, buildings or spaces which
detract from the volues of the Castle, its setting,
charactar ond appearance. Efforts should be mode to
remove or enhance these features.
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5.2 SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENTS - DESIGNATED
HERITAGE ASSETS

5.2.1 THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CYFARTHFA CASTLE
EVIDEMTIAL VALUE

lhe developmeant of the Museum and Gallery are genarally
well undarstood. A concertad effort was made to retain and
preserve this part of the building during the restructuring of
the remaoining fabric to form the School wings. Tha rooms
broadly retain their historic proportions and reprasent the
spoces which have existed since 1825,

lhe early development and construction of the former
School is well documented through plans held by the
Museum. The 1910 Specification held at Glamorgaon archives,
and o private collection of photographs which are curmently
available to view online which provide an insight into the
appearance and operation of the School from its opening in
1912 into the lota 20th century.

Howeawver, information regarding the development of the
School post-1912 is lacking. There is potential that histonic
plans relating to post-1912 alterations such as the oddition of
the gyrmnasium may yet be uncoverad.

It should be noted that the 1909 plan and 1910 Specification
for the School do not constitute an ‘as bullt’ record. This
strengthens the evidential potential of the built fabric of
the school and below-ground archaeology to yield further
information about what was salvaged or retained from the
ariginal 1825 service ranges.

T'he footprint of the original service range to the rear is
semi-presarvad within the existing arrangement of the
building. The ground below the central courtyard may
contain evidence earlier buildings such as the Brew House
or other artefocts reloted to the occupation of the original
building. This orea therefore has the potential to enhance
our understanding of the site, its owners, ond the many staff
required to keep the estate running.

Within the context of the proposals under consideration
within this report, it is noted thot historic surfoce finishes
rmay survive around the perimeater of the Castle. Higher
status finishes are likely to have been used on the front
terrace (now covered by hardstonding) and outside the
east entrance to the Castle, which originally served as the
principal entrance when the Castle was in use as a private
residence.

The Castle is as o whole considerad to have Medium
Evidential Value.

HISTORICAL VALUE

The Museum comprises the majority of the orginal early
19th-century fabric in the building. As such this part of the
Castle holds important historic ossociations with Williom
Crawshay Il, Robert Thompson Crawshay and Robart Lugar,
as well as being illustrative of their respective aspirations

for the site. Cyfarthfa was Lugar's largest residential
commission, and as much of his orginal building has been
rebuilt, the remaining southern and south-western wings

ara of particular historic significance for providing a tangible
link to the original designs for the Caostle. The historic value
confarred by the survival of Lugar's principal elevations are
enhonced by the survival of (presumed) original landscope
featuras in the immediate setting of the Castle, including the
retaining walls to the south and east of the Castle and the
south terrace. The interest of the terrace has howeaver been
depraciated through the loss/obscuring of historic surface
finishes with hardstanding ond its present-doy use for car
parking.

The school is illustrative of the intentions of the locol council
to provide a high guality teaching estoblishment for the
education and bettarment of its young people. The care
token to match the new fabric with the old and to whera
possible, salvage partz of the onginal Castle illustrates of the
regard held for this building in 1910, as well as the practical
requirements of o large school at this time.

Mo records have been found which highlight any
associotions with key historic figures or groups. Howavar, it
iz possible that membears of the school’s substantiol alumni
may ba of associative interast. Detailed examination of
school records may provide further informotion.

The building as a whole illustrates the early-18th-centuny
fashion for the grond Ficturesgue villa. In odopting a
castellated style the building ilustrates a cultural transition
away from the classical style which hod dominataed polite
architecture in the 18th century.

Tha school and Museum considered together in their setting
hove High Associative Value with the Cyfarthfa lromworks,
which the Castle was originally built to overlook. Though

the significance of historic views to and from the site of

tha ironworks hove bean depraciated by danse planting
and intervening development, there remains somea inter-
visibility between tha sites. The orientation of the building
and the position of window openings illustrates the historic
relationship between the Castle and the Works.

For the regsons set out above, the Castle is considered
to hawve High Historic Associative Volue and High Historic
Nustrative Valua.

AESTHETIC VALUE

The south-western and south-eastern elevations of the
Castle are considered to be of Very High Aesthetic Value

as tha last surviving fragment of Lugar's original 1825
design. Historic plans indicate that the north-westarn
elevation was partially retcined during the 1910 works to the
building, though it hos undergone a degree of alteration to
incorporate the loter gymnasium and thus is considerad

to be of Medium Aesthetic Value. The rear (north-eastern)
elevation is largely inaccessible and hos been alterad with a
number of intrusive extensions, and is thus considered to be
of Low Aesthetic value overall. The courtyard alevations are
generally of Medium=-Low Aesthetic Value, with the exception



SECTION 5.0: SIGNIFICANCE

of the Caretaker's House, which has a broodly unaltered
westerm elevation considerad to be of High Aesthetic Value.

Cyfarthfa Castle is a local londmark dariving aesthatic value
from its contribution to views in the local area. Although

the number and guality of views into the park have been
steadily obscured by trees and vegetation over the course
of the 20th century, the Castle is readily visible from certain
positions in the local area, a porticularly important view
baing that from the A470 to the weast,

Cwerall the Costle is considerad to hove High Aesthetic
value.

COMMUNAL WALUE

Collectively, the Castle and parkiond represent a shared
resource which has been ot the heart of life in Mearthwr Tydfil
since 1908. As dascribed by the CMP in 2009:

“They (the Park ond Costle) provida o constant, which is
bound up in thair life stores. For some families, sevaeral
generations have been pupils ot Cyfarthfa Castlia School
and all the family mambers hawve enjoyved the park
rogether”

As such, the Caostle and Park hold intrinsic communal value
both for the long standing association as a public attraction
and school but also for the ongoing programme of events
and educational activitias offered within the site. The site

iz place of locaol pride and is seen os a valued asset to the
comrmunity.

Iha Museum along with other contemparary facilities in
Cyfarthfa Park focilitotes a continued culture of learning
on the site despite the closure of the School, offering
educational activities in the industrial, political, natural ond
social history of Merthyt Tydfil and South Wales. The site
continues to attract families, school groups ond visitors.

For the above recsons, the site s considerad to have overall
High Communal value.

5.2.2 THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CYFARTHFA PARK

Cyfarthfa Castle is the focol point of the Grade I* registered
londscope known as Cyfarthfa Park, both oesthaetically and
contentually. The Castle is integral to the history of the park,
which sarved first as landscoped grounds for the Crawshays
and os part of the water management system for tha
Ironworks, and later os miunicipal gardens for the public
following the sale of the building to the Council in the early
20th century.

The Evidential Value of the Park is considerad to ba
Medium. Thiz is reflected in its its designation as a local
asa (archoeologicolly Sensitive Area), on the grounds thot
future development may reveal archaeological features
associoted with the earlier formation of the londscape and
its buildings.™

Along with the Castle, Cyfartha Park has High Historic
llustrativa vValue. The bodies of woter within the wider
parkland, nomely the large man-made lake, illustrate the
water moanagement system for the romworks and tie the
Castle ond wider parklond to its historic industrial setting.

Ihia Park alzo darives High Historic Associative Value
through its relationzhip both with Williarn Crowshay, the
renowned ironmaster for whorm it waos loid out, ond the
Cyfarthfia Ironworks. Although the londscope has changed
significantly since the Park was first laid out (through a
combination of additional planting and later development
associated with the public usage of the space] it retains
several important features from the Crowshays' time. These
include the formear reservoirs aond ice housea to the north of
the Castle and the lake to the south. As Cadw's report makes
clear,

1§ Gwent Glamongan Archaesological Trust, Archaesology &
Archoeologically Sensitive Areas, July 2017,
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‘The park ond gordens are of great historic interest [..] for
their proximity and usefulness to the ironworks (Cadw ref.
GM-25) which in their day were considerad to add great
sublimity to its landscape setting”

Cyfarthfa Park generolly has High Aesthetic Value, with
some elements of Meutral Value such oz the play area and
conference centre. The modern development on the site

of the old kitchen gordan to the north-wast of the Costle is
dlso considerad to hove Meutral Aesthatic Value. The visual
impact of mature planting makes an important contribution
to the aesthetic interest of the parklond, ond helps to
differentiote between the different charocter areas across
the londscape. The Park provides an attractive area of
plaonned grean spoce within the town, aond providas striking
views into the wider rural landscape. it alsa focilitotes
multiple views of the Grade | listed Caostle. These range from
formal designed views on the approach from the south, to
mora infarmal kinetic views from the woodland to the north
which capture the Picturesgue design intent for the house
and grounds.

The Communal Value of the Park is High. The grounds of the
Castle have bean publicly occessible for over 100 years, and
faature strongly in the collective memory of local people.
Today, the Park offers valuable open green space for use by
individuals, fomilies, school groups, visitors and residents.
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5.2.3 GROUP VALUE AND WIDER SETTING

ADJACENT LISTED BUILDINGS

As well as forming part of the setting for the Castle, the Park
informs thee setting of a group of designated heritoge assats
comprising the Grade Il listed walls, gote piers and railings
at the main entrance to Cyfarthfa Park via Pandy Gate.

CYFARTHFA CONSERVATION AREA

Cyfarthfo Conservation Area derives its special interest
from its historic industrial landscaope, which is of national
importance. As well os historic transport and minearal
caorridors, the area presarvas the nationally important
residence of tha Crawshay dynasty at Cyfarthfa Castle,
and the parklond and gardens which demonstrate the
wedalth and power produced by the exploitation of natural
resources in South Wales.

Cyfarthfa Park is an important asset within the conservation
areq. It provides an important landscape setting for the
Ficturasque mansion but is also important on account of its
proximity to ond historic relotionship with the lronworks. The
topography and historic planting schemes within the park
contribute a range of different londscape characters, from
formal lowns and gardens to woodland, open fields and
meadows.

CYFARTHFA IRONWORKS [SCHEDULED MONUMENT)
lha Costie and Park are intimataly ralated to the ramains
of the Cyfarthfa Iromworks, now designated as a Scheduled
monument. Though intervisibility between the two sites is
now greatly impeded, their proximity and the continued
efforts to tell the story of their relationship ensures the two
site continue to enhonca one othar's haritage significance.

17 Merthyr Tydfl County Borough Council, Cyforthfo Conservation
Araa Charocter Approizal, Decamber 2009,

5.3 SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENTS — UNDESIGNATED
HERITAGE ASSETS

5.3.1 THESIGNIFICANCE OF CYFARTHFA HERITAGE AREA
Thie Cyfarthfa Heritage Area derivies its interest from the
pravalence of industrial heritage in the area which includas
thea Cyfarthfa iron Furnaces and the Gurnos Quarry Trarmway
and Leat. The boundary of the Heritage Area also includes
Cyfarthfia Park, which contained a pond, reservoirs and

loke forming part of the water monagement system for the
Ironworks, and Cyfarthfo Costle, which was built to overlook
the surrounding industriol londscape.

The historic visual relationship between the Castle/Park
and the Ironworks has been heavily truncaoted by the loss
of much former industrial infrostructure and the growth of
intervening planting, howeawver glimpsed views of surviving
furnaces are still visible in places. The Heritage Area also
derives interast from the likely survival of below-ground
archaaology, which could enhance understandings of the
relationshipe between the two zites {particularly regording
the operation of the waoter manogement system).

33

5.3.2 THE SIGNIFICANCE OF URBAN CHARACTER AREA
5. CYFARTHFA PARK AND IRONWORKS

The historic character and special interest of the Cyfarthfa
Park and ironworks Urban Character Area (UCA) is drawn
from:

«  The portiol survival {obove and below-ground) of
the Cyfarthfa lronworks - one of the four iromworks
established in the area during the 18th century
(olongside Dowlais, Flymouth and Penydarren), which
shaped the economy and landscape of Merthyr Tydfil

«  The survival of Cyfarthfa Costle as the ‘domastic
counterpart” to the Ironworks ond os o statement of
Crowshay family’s wealth and success.

+  The survival of the historic core of Cyfarthfo Park, which
provides on appropriate londscape setting for the
mansion and ‘a rural foil to the industrial londscape
beyond it'. The Park is intimataly connactad to the
former ironworks; the ornamentol loke doubled as o
holding pond for the water supply to the works carried
on a leat thot crossed the river on Pont y Cofnou.

. The retention of much of the 19th-century loyout and
composition of Cyfarthfo Park - including the loke and
saries of rasarvoirs.

+  The survival of Pandy Farm - an older farmstead
recalling the rural origins of pre-industrial Marthyr Tydfil,
remodelled in a picturesgue composition when the
Caostle was built.
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5.3.3 THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ARCHAEOLOGICALLY
SENSITIVE AREA 1: CYFARTHFA CASTLE AND PARK

This Archaegologically Sensitive Area (ASA) encompaosses the
historic core of tha 19th-century estate at Cyfarthfo Castle,
from which it derives increased archaeological potential =
Within the core are the Castle buildings, reached by o formal
drive through the parkland, the remains of associoted
estate buildings such as the icehouse and kitchen garden
area, and a series of dams, reservoirs and ponds. The

ASA dasignation reflacts the partial survival of the water
MONOgerment Systam.

Archoeological interest is also conferred by the potential for
below-ground remaoins relating to lost estote ranges such
as stables, glasshouses, and the former sarvice ranges
demuolished when the Caostle was partially re-built in the
early 20th century. Historic surface finishes may survive
benaath hardstanding on the front tarrace and access
routes around the porkland.

18 Marthyr Tydf Replocament Local Development Plan 2016-2031,
Supphkementary Flanning Guidance Note 3: Archoaologically
Sensitive Arsas.



SECTION 6.0: PROPOSALS

6.1 CONTEXT OF PROPOSALS

I'he Castle is in o significant state of deterioration with
multiple examples of water ingress throughout the structura,
mainly attributed to poorly performing rainwaoter goods,
gullies and flat roofs.

In 2022, a Condition Survey by Purcell and Structural Survey
by Mann Williams identified the need to protect the building,
and suggested o tented scaffold be erected to prevent
further water ingress and associated deterioration, whilst
giving the building the opportunity to dry out.

It was recognised that in order to focilitote this solution,
a drainage solution would be requirad to allow for the
controlled discharge of rainwater from the scaffold.

I'he proposals under consideration in this report are

an extension of planning application ref. PP-13637261,
reprasanting additional enabling works to ensura high-
speed run-off of water from the tented scaffold can

be sofely discharged from the perimeter of the Castle
and oddress cngoing water management issues in the
immediate vicinity of the Castle.

lhis strateqy is also designed for the parmanent condition

with additional outlets for increased rainfall and attenuation.

The attenuation tank is part of a separate planning
application.

6.2 SUMMARY OF PROPOSALS

The proposals envisage the installation of new gullies and
drainoge channels around the perimeter of the Caostle.

This will involva excavation around the parirmetar of the
building, including behind the existing retaining wall which
bounds the Costle to the south and eost, and across thea
south terrace. In order to connect existing rainwater pipes
along the principal elevation of the Castle to the new runs,
it will ba necassary to excavote below the line of the existing
rataining wall behind the south terrace. This will require
localized portions of the wall to be taken down and re-built
following the provision of the new runs.

Please refer to the full suite of planning documentation and
the plans below for a full description of the proposals.



SECTION 6.0: PR

.

b,

R ] -




SECTION 7.0: HERITAGE IMPACT ASSESSMENT

1 IMPACT ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY

An assessment of impact measures the special interest of
the identified heritoge assets against the degree of change
proposed. This is to identify whare thera is potantial for the
local authority to verify oszocioted benefits or determine
that harm would be coused by the proposals, ond
subseguently to incorporate mitigation meosures in order
to reduce or eliminate this. It is recognised by the haritcge
sector that there iz no defined caolculation or matrix by which
to assass haritage impaoct and that such assessment should
be provided as o narrative founded on understanding the
significance of the heritoge assets affected.
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72 HERITAGE IMPACT ASSESSMENT

7.2]1 DRAINAGE STRATEGY

HERITAGE VALUE POTENTIAL IMPACT
AFFECTED

ELEMENT MITIGATION

AFFECTED

Impact on Evidentiol Value Tha insertion of the new below-ground drainage runs has the potential Tha routa of the proposed droinage runs were agreed on site by
Archoeological to domage surviving below-ground archoeology, ond by extansion representatives frorm Codw, Marthyr Tydfil County Borough Council,
Rerncins the significance of the Archoeologically Sensitive Araa. However, the Mann Williarms (Civil Lngineaf} and Purcell (Conservation Architects).

significance of tha ASA is primarily drawn from the potantial for below-

ground remains reloting to lost estate ranges ond structures - which wera
located beyond the areas proposad for development to the north, north
east and south of the Caostle (Le. not in the area where new droinage runs
ore proposzed).

Further mitigation has been provided through the excavation of four trial
pitz (occomponied by o watching brief) in Movember 2024. The triol pits
encounterad no significant archaeclogical material, the oldest man
mode material being domaestic landfill from the early 1300s including

bettles and ceramics mixed with ash and cinder.
All former service buildings associoted with the Georgian castle ware
locoted onfwithin the existing footprint of the building and no built
structuras ane evidenced in historic photogrophs or maps in the location
whiere excavations are reguired.

Localised excavation of the south terrace (on both sides of the retaining
wall), and other areos of historically lower status to the north and west of
the Castle may incur the disturbance of historic surface finishas which
survive below loter treatments. However, if information revealed during
the scheme is used to enhance the public record, this could offer public
benefit as well os improving our current understanding of the asset’s
significance.

Ihe potenticl impact of this intervention has been appropriately
mitigated through the design process. The stone wall will be
photographed prior to any waorks taking ploce and stones numberad
when remaoved to ensura they are placed bock in thair originol positions
upon completion of the works. This will ensure that there is no loss of
historic fabric, and that the wall can be restored to existing appearance
thereby preserving the visual relationship between the historic
boundary wall ond thie south elevation of the Castle and preserving
Lugor's original design intent.

Aesthetic Value |
Historic Value

In order to focilitate connections between the existing roinwater goods
and the new perimeter drainage routes, it will be necessary to ternporarily
remova three localised areas of the historic retaining wall to the south of
the Castla.

Wisual Impact
on the Wider
Londscaope

19 HEMEB Trust for Welsh Archasology, Cyforthfo Costie, Merthyr Tydfi Trial Pitting for Proposed New Drainage System, Archoeological Walching Brief, Novernber 2024,
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7.3 CONCLUSION

Improving drainage within the park will be of overall benefit to
fobric of the Castle, which is currently suffering from water ingress
at high and low lewvel. The proposals are a key enabling phase

of works for the restoration of Cyfarthfa Castle and need to be
completed before urgent roof repairs ond upgrades can be
undertaken.

Beyond the benefits the schieme offers to the significance of

the Castle and Park, it will also enhance the special intarast of

tha Cyfarthfo Consarvation Area. The Castle is identified as the
‘centrepiece’ of the Cyfarthfo Park South character areq, and the
Conservation Area Appraisal recognises the value of the wider
estate inillustrating the wealth and power produced by the natural
resources of the area during the 18th and 15th centurias.

lhe presarvation of the Castle and the protaction of its historic
setting within Cyfarthfa Park will also benafit the special interast

of Cyfarthfa Heritage Area and Urban Character Area 5 Cyfarthfa
Park and fronworks. Both (non-stotutory) designations ore heavily
informed by the survival of Cyfarthfa Caostle and the integrity of
Cyfarthfa Park, and their intimate relationship with the sumounding
industrial londscape of Merthyr Tydfil

2B
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DESIGNATED HERITAGE ASSET DESCRIPTIONS

Historic Wales Report

Dataset Cadw Listed Buildings
Title Cyfartha Caostle

Type Listed Building

Dataset LD 11396

Community Park

Location

Situated in its own landscoped park overlooking the Taff
Valley and site of the former Cyfarthfa Ironworks.

Date Listed 7151974

Lost Amendment 1/13/1288
Grade |

History

1824-5. Designed by Robert Lugar, architect of London, for
ironmaster William Crowshay 1. Cost #30,000. Sold in

1909 to Merthyr Corporation; large extansions of 1912 for
school.

History

H Colvin: “Biogrophical Dictionary of British Architects” (1978),

p 527,
Copias of plans by Thos F Harvey, Sept 1908, in house;

M & Taylor: “The Crowshaye of Cyfarthfo Costle” (London
1967)

Interior

Intarior rataing main suite of state rooms including entronce
hall, library, drawing room and dining room {now used as
museum and ort gollery). Entrance hall is baronicl with
ribbed ceiling, heroldic comice, Gothic shafts and panelling
to doorcases and castelloted chimney-piece in library,

the rest of public rooms are neo-classical in style with
anthemion plaster bands, egg-ond-dart cornices, wide
architraves with angle paterae. Ceiling roses to drawing
rooms, plus fine caryatid chimney-piece and scallop-shell
niches to long drowing-room; lonic pilasters from columned
screen remdain in dining-room.

Exterior

Large country house Ficturesdque castle style. Terracad site.
Baosically rectangular in shape, with almost syrmmetrical
entronce and garden fronts meeting ot a circular corner
TOWer.

Coursed bull-nosed facings with ashlar dressings.
Cranallated parapets with false machicolation to towars,
weathared stringoourses to rest. Stair and outlook turrat to
rear of cormer drum-tower, dummy arrow loops, rectangular
hoodmoulds {orched to drum tower which also hos 3-light
mullioned windows to top floor). Cross windows (later®) to
entrance front and drum, sash windows with glozing-bars to
ground-floor of garden front. Central towers to both fronts
with sployed angles, splayed bay with finial owver porch to
main entrance with round turrets ond arched openings; oriel
owver Tudor garden doorwaoy.

Attached to left of main building are the castelloted screen-
wall and towerad entrances to former stable courtyard

and offices (now rebuilt os schoal accommaodation).
Composition of walls with dummy loops, polygenal end
turrat, solid

left-hand gotehouse with arched entry under 3-light window
and right-hand entry between round and square turrets.

Al

Tudor-style school bulldings to rear.

Historic Wales Report

Daotaset Cadw Listed Buildings

Title Fountain Below S.Terrace ot Cyfartha Castle
Type Listed Building

Datoset UID 1398

Comrnunity Park

Locaotion

Situcted below the level of main entrance ond directly at
head of driveway from entrance gotes.

Dote Listed 1131984

Last Armendrment 1131988
Grade

Reoson for Listing

Group value with other listed items at Cyfarthfo Castle and
Pondy Farm.

Extarior

Frobably later C18. Circular roll-mouided stone basin with

4 corved cherubs seated on Barogue bull-frog spouts.
Circular stone stem to centre with 3 putti supporting conch-
shall fountain-jet. Griffins, dolphins etc carved in relief
around spouts on moulded bose.



Historic Wales Report

Dataset Cadw Reqgistered Historic Park and Garden
Title: Cyfarthfa Castle

keference Number: PGW(GMI{MER)

Site Type: Victorian park, converted from private to public
park, and formal gardens,

Date of Designation: 01/02/2022
Grade: I*

sSummary Description and Reason for Designation:

The survival of much of the park and gardens of Cyfarthfa
Castle, the most historically important ironmaster's home
in Wales, built and developed immediataly next to the
iromworks by members of thie Crawshay family. The large
gothic Victorion maonsion was built as o mock costle by
Robeart Lugar for the ironmaster Williom Crawshay in 1825,
The park ond gordens are of great historic interest not onby
as the londscape setting for the Romantic mansion but also
for their proximity and usefulness ta the ironworks (Cadw
ref: Gi425) which in their doy were considered to odd great
sublimity toits landscape setting.

Cytarthfa Castle (Cadw LEN3SE) is surrounded by Victorion
parkland, converted from private to public park, with formal
gardans. By 16873 the park hod assumed its present loyout. It
became a public park in 1910.

The park was begun when the house was built in 1825
An early drawing of the house {1820s) shows a natural
landscapa around the house, with nona of the formality
that was to follow. However, by the time of the Ist edition
Ordnance Survey map (1873) the pork had assumed its

present layout. Early twentieth-century photographs of the
ironworks and park show a well-wooded, mature londscape
park in a rural setting, apart from the ironworks. The park

iz roughly oval in shope, elongated north-south, with the
highest ground in the middle. The park contains a range of
londscape and ocrnomental features, both original and post-
1910,

[he house is approachad by a drive flanked by conifers
lzading up to the terrace/forecourt in front of the house. A
smail garden lies around the house on its south-west and
south-east, and there is a kite-shaped kitchen gorden to the
north-west, now partly in use as a visitor car park. Below the
terrace is a fountain of artificial stone (Codw LBAI328).

Behind the house is o belt of woodlond with gravel and
earthen paths (‘Garden Wood' & ‘Castle Wood') extending
to the north-west comer of the park. it has areas of both
coniferous and deciduous trees, rhododendron, and
underplanting of laurel and yew. In the Costle Wood area is
a series of four narmrow elliptical ponds, one above the other,
former rezervoirs, ond above these an ice-house. Above
the woodland to the aast ara five paraliel rows of matura
pines running north-east from the wood to o tarmac drive
which crosses the park from the north to the south-east
boundaries and is lined with birch ond sycamors treas.

To the south-east of the house the park consists of unfenced
grass with a few isolated trees, school playing fields, o
tarraced bowling green (with clubhouse), hard tennis courts,
and a bondstand. Below tha house to the south-waest the
park is a smooth grass slope dotted with ook, beech ond
sycamore and below, adjocent to the boundary, a sinuous
loke. Originally the loke reached os for as the main drive but
this end has been filled in.

az

Cn the early Ordnance Survey maps the landscape is
remarkable for the amount of glasshouse ond conservatory,
both in the kitchen gardan and in tha enclosure immadiately
to the north-east of the house.

Sources:
Coadw 2000: Register of Porks and Gardens of Special Historic
Interast in Wales, Glamorgan (ref: PEGWI{GMH(MER).

0% 25-inch plans, Sheet Glamorgan LU, editions of 1873 and
1801
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